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TRAVELLING SKETCHES 


IN 

RUSSIA AND SUDDEN. 


LETTER XXVI. 

St- Petersbu7'gk, Jtdy, 1806. 
/^N my arrival in St. Petersburgh I found our 'Embassador, Lord G. 

L. Gower, prej)aring for his departure. He soon after bade Russia 
adieu, leaving his Secretary of Legation, Mr. Stuart, as acting minister 
until the coming out of his successor. During this interval, the expira- 
tion of the treaty of commerce approached; and the r^iewalof it will 
remain to be obtained by the expected representative of His Britannic 
Majesty. At present the Russian government are silent on the subject ; 
but doubts are entertained of its being granted, or if granted, with very 
circumscribed privileges. ' 

1 found the city, on this my second entrance, rather to lose in com- 
parison with the brilliant and festive Mosco. The summer had robbed 
it also of its principal inhabitants, Hpwev^, what friends I met, yet 
lingering amidst its sultry streets, received me with their usual cordial 
w^come. Several, who were detained in their rendence by different 
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interests, regretted the present dulness even more than I ; but as a kind 
of fairy-favour, the nante^ay of the Empress Dowager came its annual 
round, and promised us some gay hours in those dedicated to its cele- 
bration. I think 1 mentioned before that the day of the Saint who 
bears the same name with individuals of the Greek church, is always 
greeted by the person so christened, with entertainments suited to their 
rank. 

The palace of Petcrhoff and its gardens were to be the scene of the 
Empresses fife. Vast crowds flocked towards the capital to witness the 
ceremony ; and many thousands of all descriptions assembled in the 
gardens. The common people, by a gracious condescension of the 
imperial family, arc admitted to a certain length, to share in all the 
grand festivities. And while the multitude thus roanu'd about, enjoying, 
in their minds, a paradise on carUi, the court remained in the palace, 
amusing themselves from the windows with the passing groupes. Every 
thing around spoke the magnificence of the hand tliat designed the whole. 
Nothing could surpass the illuminations. Walks of not less than five 
or six miles, in various* directions, bordered by fine trees, and carpel- 
ted with flowers of every hue and fragrance, were fantastically and 
brilliantly hung -with millions of lamps. Temples blazing in light, 
as if constructed of myriads of precious stones,, rubies, sapphires, 
topazes, and emeralds, darted their prismatic beams from a hundred 
openings in the shade. 

Fountains, not to be equalled but at Vetsailles, played in every part of 
the gardens ; throwing up their waters n> an amazing hei^t, and deceiv- 
ing them again, inl^sons cd' white marble dttoorMed with gilded statues of 
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the gods and water-nymphs, whose bodies glitlcreti through this shower 
of falling diamonds, like the lustrous forms of Ainphitrile and her train, 
so beautifully described by our favourite Fcnelon. In front of the paLce 
a rapid torrent rolled down a flight of high granite steps. Having rows 
of lamps placed at the base of each, the rushing stream sparkled as it 
fled over the radiant platfprm ; producing an admirablt? and marvellous 
effect , from die tremulous velocity of the water. In short, it ajipeared 
a work of enchantment; being more like a cataract of tlic brightest 
flame, than a fall of the colder element. 

Light was here lavished, above, around, below, all was one continued 
blazci ; for tlie numerous lakes in the grounds, reflecting the constella- 
tion of lamps, so bewildered the sight, that every step towards thtdr 
margin seemed to announce a burning abyss, and threaten a rather Tar- 
tarean bath in the doubled fires. As water-nymplis were placed in the 
fountains, I think a Pluto carrying off the lovely Proserpine through 
these glowing wav^, would have added no inconsiderable intt;rest to the 
scene. There were many bearded Ruadans present, who might have 
stood very aptly for gloomy Dis; but for ihc fairjiowerhe gatJiered, he 
must have looked for it across the tlireshold of the palace, as, I repeat, 
the mercliant dames have no pretensions to any of that beauty which 
charmed the royal ravisher of Enna. 

From the day having been previously rainy, and continuing cloudy, 
the night was extremely dark, which gloom, instead of being an incon- 
venience, gave more effect to the splendor cNf tlie scene ; producing, to 
people who viewed it from a distance, the apj^earanoe of the conflagra- 
tion of* a gwat city. We had also a prospect from the palace, not less 
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nia|;iiificrat ; Uie ships of war on the gulph being Hlumioated i^cmt die 
mast-head to every part of the rigging} theiv shap^, thus brilliantly 
defined, were distinctly seen, when opposed to the Idack waters on a^icb 
they rode. 

The imperial mansion, as usual on these uccasions, contained the court, 
and the party honoured with an invitation. The whole of the family 
was present. And jewels, splendid dresses, ribbons, stars, crosses, the 
orders of all nations, with the delicacy and graces of the ladies, formed 
a curious contrast to the shaggy traffickers and their waxen wives. The 
young Empress looked like a divinity ; and being in a state of maternal 
solicitudtt an additional tender charm was given to her appearance. The 
august lady of the day moved about with the mien and benignity of a 
Minerva ; and, by her smiles, dispensed a cheerfulness which awaked 
pleasure, while it chastised all ruder north. 

During this charming evening, while every pleasing circamstance I'o- 
called to me dearer hours passed in Mosco at the like festivities, my eye 
was suddenly arrested' by one whom, to have seen once, it was int- 
. possildo not to recognise amongst a thousand ; and as 1 had seen him 
oiien, and not only admired him as a hero, but had experienced suffi- 
cient of his amiableness to r^ere him as a man, I i^ung forward with 
joy to greet the Prince Bagration. Mosco had introduced me to him. 
Every heartfelt recollection which that piece sog^^ested, was, no doubt, 
pointed in my face, and distinctly spoke the ddlight of this rencontre ; 
for he retuimed the gmsp of my hand with the .ihost gracious warmth : 
and ibr a while, during the short conversation winch the admiring Strong 
, around him would allow me to enjoy, 1 hdii^cd myself once more m 
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tibe ancient capital* surrounded by all tny wishes. ^ strong is the power 
of association ! — At eleven o'clock the court suppe^r was spread : and 
before two o'clock most of the visitora retired. 

I took up tny rest on the PeterhofF road, at the house of a British- 
merchant, who had kindly invited me, there toforget the garish splendors 
of the night in a down-bed, and a chamber df true English comfort. 
Indeed, were I to particularise by name, each individual of our country- 
men settled here, who has shewn me attention, 1 should give a list of 
them all ; so warmly hospitable, so universally friendly have they been. 
1 am hardly less imlcbted to the German gentlen)en established at St. 
Petersburgh, who have even vied with each other in evincing, by kind* 
ness to me, their esteem for an EngUsliman. 

To us, who regard our merchants as the pillars of oiw country, it is 
surprising to see the prejudices of the Russian nobility against the mer- 
cantile profession. Indeed, all professions, excepting arms, are held in 
sovereign contempt by* this lofly order of men. None , but slaves, or 
.persons derived from that race, ever in Russia becmne.merchaills, phy^ 
ricians, Ac. kc. Hence it is very difficult for nobles, who have never 
been bCybnd the empire, to be made to- understand Uiat all ' those voca- 
tkms >fe often filled, in England, by persons related tothebestfismilies. 
So far is the distinction carried, that a merchant, of whatever wealth, 
is not allows to travel with moia than three horses on the road, arid 
two in the city. A noble never drives less than four," and fr^uently 
six. However; .notwithstanding this general prejudice, 1 have some- 
rimes met with a few (but very rarely) of both sexes of the J^ussian 
mbkm at the houses of our merchants’: but they have always been 
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persons of an extraordinarily enlarged mind» rendered still ’ntore liberail 
by travelling, and probably a residence in England. 

Having some business at the Admiralty, I returned to town early 
next morning. This public edifice is one of the most extensive'in St. 
Petersbufgh. It was planned and built by Peter the Great. At pre- 
sent, the architecture is not very striking; but it is undergoing altera- 
tions, which, we hope, will render it worthy of the navy of which it is 
the head. It stands on the banks of the Neva ; and divides the English 
quay from that of the Winter Palace. The docks are large ; and suffi- 
ciently numerous for the construction of four first-rate ships of war, 
besides frigates, and smaller vessels. One, in dock, of one hundred and 
thirty guns, is nearly completed ; and is of the most excelleiit work- 
manship. It is built under the superintendance of Monsieur le Brun ; 
who has transferred himself from the Ottoman to the Russian service. 
Ships of this magnitude, when they are launched, proceed with ballast 
to Cronstadt, where they take in their guns, are rigged, and fully ap- 
pointed for sea. 

# 

The mo.uth of the Neva is rendered very shallow by the shoals ; con- 
sequently, ships drawing so much water as these first-rates of necessity 
do, can only clear it by artificial means. The camel, an ingeniously 
constructed machine, is the invention to which the mariners resort. It 
Was the fruit of a Dutchman’s genius, Mr. Bakker, a burgomaster of 
Amsterdam, who, in the year I69O, constructed it for the purpose of 
raising vessels over the pampus, a passage betwean two saiid«banks in 
the mouth of die Amsterdam river. The machkie coni&stili df two half 
ships, built in such a manner that they can be ap]^liei 4 bdovT water; to 
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each' side of the huH of a large vessel. On the deck of these half ships, 
which form the camel (called so from its being u^d to bcar)^ there are 
a great many horizontal windlasses, from which ropes proceed through 
one moiety of the cameU and being carried under thc! keel of the vesstJ, 
enter similar apertures in the dther, from which tht^ are conveyed to 
the windlasses on its deck. When the machines are to be used, as much 
water as may be necessary is suffered to run into them ; all the ropes 
are cast loose ; the vessel is conducted between the two parts ; and 
lai'gc beams are placed horizontally through the port-holes, with their 
ends resting on the camel, which is on* each side. When the ropes arc 
made fast, so that the ship is secured betwixt its supporters, tlie water 
is {)umped from the machine, and it raises the ship along with it. Each 
half of the camel is generally one hundred and twenty-seven feet in 
length ; the breadth at the one end twenty-two feet ; and, at the other, 
thirteen. The liold is divided into several compartments, that it may 
be kept in equipoise while the water is flowing into it. A vessel that 
draws fifteen feet of water can, by Uie help of this machine, be made to 
.draw only eleven : and the heaviest ships of war, of ninety or a hun- 
dred guns, can be so much lightened as to pass over the sand-banks 
vdthout obstruction. However, it is found, that when the camel is 
applied to any vessels belonging to the navy, they imavpWably sustain 
some injury ; as it is observed that the parts of a ship which has been 
raised in this way, are always so strained, as never afterwards to allow 
of being closely shut. The principle on which the macliine acts is that 
of specific gravity. . . - 

’■ il 

TheTaar Peter founded this naval yard before Cronstadt was in a 
state to conp^oieilice marine works :.ai]|d to rend^ it st^ure, he fortified 
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die whole with a wet ditch ; flanked the curtain with\)earthcn bastions ; 
and threw up strong defences towards die river. Howev^» all tbds an- 
cient labour is now to be levelled, to make way for an ^edifice m(we cem- 
sonant with the magnificence of the city, and more worthy the character 
of so great an empire. Admiral Tchichacoff shewed me dienlevation 
of theyapade; and certainly it is a fine specimen of the; talents of die 
architect, who is a Russian. 

* ^ 

The pictures of mine, which the Emp^or did me the honour to ap-> 
prove of, being dedicated to the ^nbeliishment of the newly-planncMl 
Admiralty, are to be placed in the Greid; Council Chamber, as soon as 
that superb saloon is rebuilt. Its design is magnificent r and as the effoits 
of my pencil are to cover the walls, I shall give you an idea of what I at 
present intend it shall celebrate. As I proceed, you will see that the 
frames of my pictures, or rather their envelopements, are to be of the 
most princely materials. A large full length portrait of the immortal 
Peter is to be placed at the upper end of this state apartment, under a 
rich canopy of crimson velvet and gold, draperied in regal style, and sur- 
mounted with every insignia of the imperial dignity. l am now painting 
on this picture. It is ten feet by seven and a half. I represent my illus- 
trious subject surrounded by naval and military trophies. He rests his 
right hand upon an anchor, also holding in the same charts of the Caspian 
and Black Seas : on the waves of which he was anxious to see the fleets 
he was then projecting, command. He lived to be a victor there, and 
to carry his ships, not , only as conquerors but as benefactors, to the 
neighbouring shores. feet lie the coloturs of his great northern 

rival, whose fortune he made stoop on the dreadM day of Pultowa ; and 
over his head waves the imperial flag of his marine^ The back ground 
10 ^ 
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is a vie#‘of< Crodstttdt, ivitll Aeets^of ineii of vrar and merchant ships, 
to shaw* ,tiie plNigreis of arms and commeroe under his cherishing 
auspices.' ^ 

On each side are to be plac^ two pictures of ci^t feet by seven : one, 
the Emperor saving the^Iives of a boat's crew who were perishing in the 
Lake Ladoga : the other. His Imperial Majesty's naval victory over 
Adiniral Ehrcnshield. The renuuning subjects I have not considered : 
but Uic peiling of the Council Chamber,, which lias a circle of twenty>five 
feet in diameter, is left entirely to my own suggestions. I propose filling 
it with a design emblematic cf i^eter caUing die empire into existence. 
'Hie arts, cmnniercc, war* peace* reiigion, all in their most perlect 
states* shaU be mtixidticed as bun^ng forth before the genius of diis im- 
mortal Prince. My other subjects will principally relate to the most 
<*minent acts of his alLglorious life ; and so, when finished, if deemed 
worthy of theit hero, they will not unaptly be called the Glories of Peter 
the Great. Painting, like Poetry, recalls the past ; and if the epic poem 
teaches true greatness by describing it, why may not die historic picture 
inculcaite the same, by shewing, even tp the eye, examples of the virtue ? 
Such twe of the arts ennobles them,, and very properly places the Mus<js 
amongst the Gods. 

Independent of the impression which this sublime Monarch's character 
has made on my mind, of what must have been the outward lineaments 
of such a ^orious bmng ? To make my premeditated {lurtrait as faithful 
as IS possiide (the btriglit original having passed into other worlds), I 
have occupied mysdf in collecting every information extant relative to 
his.Au 30 and p^!Son. And for, this purpose, I not only contemplated his 
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brcHithing iuiage in Isaac’s-place, but visitod tluj Cabinet of Natural 
History in the Vassilyostroft', to see some relics of him there; In one 
room I was shtnvn a curioun library, and all the mochaiiicaJ instruments 
which had belonged to the Tzar ; also part of his wardrobe, from which 
1 stiulicd the costume for my picture. Here his height also was asccr- 
laimni to me, by a nail driven in near the door, said to have been at his 
own rctiuest ; and according to English measutementk it makes him six 
feel seven inches high. In this cbajsiber is a waxen figure of the same 
gigantic stature : it is dressed in the suit he wore when he declared his 
wife Catliertne Empress. The wig on the effigy is recorded ito be of Ids own 
ha»fr which he had caused to be cut off daring bis Persian campaigns ; 
andy it is added, that he wore tliis very wig to tlie day of his doatli. The 
face was modelled from his own^ by a lady, during his life ; and from 
it Monsieur Palconct drew some of the sublimest features of bis statue. 1 
acknowledge myseb'to be not has obliged to the fair artist. 

In llie course of my researches after records of this inten'sting Mo- 
narch, 1 found a very curious tract (written in French), by an embassador 
resident at the court of Peter, to his own sovereign ; who, it seems, liad 
requested his minister to send iiiin a minute account of so extraordinary 
a man. 1 copied it carefully, and having made a translation of the part 
in (lucstion, as U lies by me the readiest, and as it must gratify you to sec 
a description by aai eye-witness, of one of the most distinguished amongst 
heroes, 1 shall tack on beneath : -*• 

“ Pt^er Uie First is of a shape cxcellemly proportioned’; his com- 
plexion is vivid and highly animated, and his eyes announce the greatest 
character and genius. His teeth are white and regular ; his hair is dark 
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brown and curling; and his whole physiognonay is pleasing* and bears 
the testimony in its features of the integrity and sincerity of his heart. 
He converses atniaUy with every, one ; and the serene smile which is 
naturally seated on his lips* gains the confidence and Jove of all." 

“ The j^reatest simplicity reigns in the court of the Tzar* as weU as 
in his own hahiu. : liJs-dress is plain* decorated neither with gold nor 
silver : his coat ss of the German fashion* rwith sleeves after the Sifhdfsh 
form* Imed with ^ins of sable ^ and. other animals. On the . outside 
o£ lus dresl^be wears, a sword*bclt embroideried with gold | and prefer! 
the hat to the cap. He detasts splendid d>isti»ctiOna> Ondiis own ^per-^ 
son* but is fieased to see his piinicea^ k^mtsi^oirsy dnd g^ierals wear 
them/'.'- 

Having so prc^perly introduced yon* not' events neglecting the cerexnow 
nial of making an Embassador the medinin, to the Imperial Peter; I 
ah^l leave you in so enviable a and once more say adieu I 
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V * 

, >Si.PetftiA9tr^t Aiigwit 1806 . 

OEING iin6>mMsd lliat after all my reseairohes ftiere atill'exUted -in ^ 
^ PalMBdof Jutehinna* om jportrait of the Teaf Pelftr I had a6t teeii» 

1 dfltmmiqed to gain sight of'ic a]so|i«ltlio(ig|i die tUtempt was rather 
hopekiSi the pldaoe being the pit^Mrty bf the* fieftpreih Dewaj^; onee 
the ftnronirito lesideiiee of dte'Jate £m|)eror when ^Athhditkel and now 
constancy dosed by his illuscriotts widow ftom thoiefe'of curiodty. 
However, I lost no time in making my applksatioti f which being gra- , 
doiisly Tooeived, a special permissioii''WBS granted me to fitittim apart- 
ment^ so long consecrated to imperial sonow. ' ^ . 

\ * 4 4y ^ n 

The palace is about forty-three veists from St. Petersburg^ and is 
built in amodem castellated taste, of a wide extent : and so admirably 
situated, that from some points of View it jpemitids me of 'Wsladsoir. Yet 
the resemblanoe is very feint ; meldy difficiimt to suggest an idea Of that 
m^ustabodc of our British JKiings* To cosapneretfaetwo wOidd be tiiftittg. 
^Indeed I knowof nothing of the son tlmt would bem thecomfudwln ; fer 
I never yet beheld, in any country, a plane so filled ht^natuie end ait, 
fer the residence of a powmfiil inonaTchi as Wifidaor CaVCle. ^ It atmlds 
as fee very throne of^majeeiy, whendaa gif«a''Vioteiftate might be sup- 
posed to nde fee world. TliBre<is aometilitig i«ry hnposihjl*^ feagiKI- 
fincyioe«t wfna liidabfMsd fey^ fee ftippwffet ' of ' Whtit 

10 
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VenftiUes or St. Cloud iriU eter impreas the bdioldcr with those awful 
respects, fi>r royalty with which he it struck when entering the courts 
of Windsor ? How do the shades of our renowned Edwards and Henries 
rise before him ! Iheir mighty souls were foamed to fill such a place ; 
and as we stand under n r^4rori%'fo^e0htain the monarch of the 
British Empire, aU the inspiration of foe scene animates our hearts ; 
wifof redooNbd sordoshNipe %ronld repeat our vows of loyalty to our king» 
and t-ush intot^foe field to defend h» fife «nd nrowm' Vastef phUfo^s I 
liaveeeen, and moro ffugeoua than .Windsqi^ but omer one so truly regal 
and sublime. It unites dm bipiuaty of romimtio soeaery whhshe^'grandeur 
of royalty, and the strcngfo of mUitnry posrser» Some^piaoes honoured 
by dm residgppe of hingsr are tpo* |piy .for iMn dignity s .others are Um 
mean; eitoepdiigitlM^nldnct of my eulogitfin^ and perhaps Hampton 
Cotottfon.fMfomm^flbriMd are so far snperior>fio foe houses which bear 
the proudji^lipsllation fin Englandt.foaitt to n stiangsr,. foe very callmg 
jfoem by foe name seepis ridhndo|ls•^frtl%efe is a hannony^ in rank, foe 
disturbance of which injures ev«i foe greatein. 

I t f 'f » i‘‘( ' • 

. /Bnt to retam. to Jutehinna. Ihe centre o£ foe brnkfotg is occupied 
by foft Empress l>owager,.iluring*foe suniiner.M lllie wings me appro- 
priated. to foe ofoWs of foe hfNMobold and Her Majeiy's diurnal viri* 
ipta /.Tbosnit of rooms foiimariy belonguig to foe Emperoe Baid, like ^ 
Volteire'a in /footlrinoEouei^ amncitrly in foo} state .he left foera^ Not 
an irii^hasbem. inforedfi pappni andibnslu; 'oU tie just as they ^tore 
yrhon, he laittsfo this for Bt.» Ee t ewas wg b. The oontentspf the 
dlfoin||er,,iiMho(i Ms fon fl^^ iPiiaee, an. efondi <he riept and died, hstve * 
h«e% hsnughiitfoi^l^^ islands hr i comer^of foe ranauliiddifiii 

§0^ fann m di iie.sli^by adowi soraenM ^ leh isoii, of foe Tula manufoe- 
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iory^r iwitJaovdi oriuumiait»^o < was )the bed oti tttttich'the 

unhalipy monarch expired:' ilS^ear it> b his ’t<^t ’and'boote,’ ^ 

Wtwe. No wcmcier ■ that it was difficult to^ obtain- >th'S' tiih^H^’s per- 
.lobsion^ to see • these apaithi^ts; ' ' It Is' bat lately- ^e 'cciidd' bear to 
mter theip: ,hmelfj and' wlass she^does,-^ the hour b deroteed to ^#te 
regrets wliichv must ever . ffil the- bostmi Of<:a virtuous wife' hod tender 
,WO®naa-./.-,',' . n- 

, t ^ <.*■!■■■.•' ,k-'- ■' '• ,1’*;.?;''- -s'. 

i J^very rtop I passed over the palace« I listened r to die praises of this 
adtnilna^Mflo^ hstened with atteilt^i' for i know of few fdea- 
suri^ equai tOi^thal of lieariug widl-auffi^tioated mstatices of ^goodness ; 
it ddig^ls oile wiihhtanaii -i^ture, and'oonsoles us for Its tuuAsries when 
wo see :pO|fr^. ' have the will ;to relieve theiti; . > Tho Dowl^r Empress 
claims &’oai all who know her; a pecidbr adtiairatidn, ’ h^ Pniy for ge- 
Berakbeuevofonce, but for the' partieubu^ fUtentionr wjlh which shd'treats 
a$: uiffia^iuia^ reo^ her ^protection.- ^ Look around; and 

wc see every yrh«® public, probfe 'hca* charity: How mmierotfs are 
foe institutions -she has founded and endowed for all descriptions of the' 
tvnstched k- Anfdf^eountless; as they seem to be, so sinbe»ie is hcr^geiod- 
neas^ (thatshe b not merely thdr benefactress r Imt the kind bdj^rinterid- 
danW i to see that every thing b conducted according to her generous dc> 
sliest ^heexp^idnalniost'th^ liaer reveifoe ia^deedS di^ 

shdntyMnd aa b cal^ dedicated to the^saitn^^hesivenly'puif- 

liQne, 

isis ’:yf9Vtliy 
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the amiable qualities of her impt^riai son^ places His ou the same fuim- 
datiou. , ' i ' 

Again 1 have travelled from my errand hither. But frmale excel- 
lence, who can resist? Ii'WoMlrf carry liotli tli«(! and me from all the 
pictures in the universe ; aye, from InduS to the Polo, or fn>tn*the Poilfi 
to Indus ! So, without further apology, I shall once more recur to ihh 
resemblance of the Great PeU^r * ' > i ' 

, *1 . I . -j . , 

'rh(‘ portrait ih (Question is said to have been paintied from* ifr illus- 
trious original when he was at Paris. The artist is a Frenchman. He 
has placed the Tsar on horseback ; and dressed him in a silk coat, 
rleconitcd with the order pf St. Andr/*. The character of the hero is 
lost, and die Parisian daiicing-inasier is here d cheval. I came, 1 saw, 
and turned iny back ! for as nothing appeared amid this trumpery affec- 
tation, worthy either Uie monarch, or one who was to commemorate his 
g^^iness, 1 led ihciroom. Thougli, as 1 retreaietl, my eye fell on two 
exquisite marble busts of Heiiri Quatre and Sully ; pei*8onagi» more 
deserving the society in which they were placed, than the picture was 
of ics original. 

Amongst various specimens of art in this palace 1 was shewn two 
admirable Vemets,' of the largest siste, and finest stylo of his pencil ; and 
finished with greater richness, than any other of' his works that evtrr tbll 
under my observation. Such being the result of my journey, 1 returned 
to St. Petersburgh^ pleased with every part of my visit to the palace, but 
tlia very object which led me thither. 

, ^ * 

My drive homewards was as little pleasant as master Phaeton’s, when 
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he «hip|>ed the bufninf GttldviWtt e»it eiudet/hjr imnt 

hivolvehieiits^ But heat» iMik|4 tana ii« 

iie^ darte? dMdnt, ett^ag^a, ift aeord^ 

*ttg niya i they nhigjb triA Ae very air -we bvaothc i atid to shut our 
xnoixihs ogalnsb Aato, A^to dk t^hne^aunk^itf aufibkAaft^hdiatuo we 
will not eudiirw Ae* leaa mortal ^sm of th* « Beddm the wea» 
thee Mag m fmuffiwahiy hia% the diiy*«<aie dhog mmi to-viialnlhliMm. 
Abxnjdttight wemay seojA write hy the ^htiof the shy Mmd^t iYom 
jnooiior iiam^ tmt hy tho^hmam of 4i^*siill liogerfiig.,hi the hemreiis. 
Indeodt.dodnimilwirM ooMtho kiii|fest 4«yt4«»«^ olaero is not mote 
than^fiim hMOi 4a «he itMraOy^omi wiAhm Ao'^unu* end. Owt 

prhOOioiirdMi’QOi {mduffie derioanot oe a mOi^diiag hrigker than our 
twihght mnsmtoi t 


Wore it not for the trvmiendoiie heat *{tuA to he e30seeM#< iMltove» 
in the Wea|M|Qdim)» and the myriads of mnequitoes’that swOrm foum the 
marshy gmoode* this tmmyiiBg mmsidifo tdightiham he ehammt A# «» 
it is, wwoamifO&biit ii|^''foo 

< . 

. ** ^ihs xroMo's oool rettieoti, thefosesfs Mi'fihm shader^* 

And as I wmA the pom paixliiig €ephd»em»ig hogr 
I hMeo* mofomaannaybo fiosiAda 
^tireMwnWw^tlmgiwtewwjr'St*^ Hmt ef.iho^lM^ 

merdiaats possess beaudfol villas on ihisioai|i MMAifttejtkAhhem* 
hility who, having plaees in the' goyemidoah otMeetdiiily abide ttm 'the 
tesidaiiooe«a<.Aiiir dAy.tpwpjnei^ ng ijJe 

oodfi, mdhmhf dk^popwd Imimaf 

time in eaeh year duar estates a^a ^ieknee. The xomantih9<lsll0Mls of 
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the Neva, being within the neighbourhood of ?St. Peteraburgh, afford 
some of them v^y chaiming retreats: smd as you row aloi^ the river, 
you see its baiiks embellished by numb^s of these beautiful houses. 

The Emperor has hb &Yourtte .smnmer residence on fhe isle Kam- 
menoiostroff. It is a pretty simple palace,- fitted' up with elegance and 
comfort : and opposite to it two yachts are always at anchm*, readylo 
obey *His Majest^s or the !&npress^ ooininands, whenever they- wish 
to pass upon the river. This side St. Petersburg oertainly possesses 
the most beautiful environs. Ihe variety of wooded sceaery^ thenu- 
soerous palaces and aplei^lid manrions embosomed in trees ^ and my- 
riads of boats of every description on the Neva, some/filldi with boors, 
and others decmrated with the gaiety of Venetian gcmdolas ; under an 
azure sky,' produce a tout emembk, not to be rntpeeted in regions of the 
iron Noirth. • ■ . ■ ■ ^ ■ 

1 , r '* ' 4 y ' ' '' ' ' t ' } ‘ ' ' ' 

The gardens of the venerable 'Count Strogcmoff are in this quarter : they 
are charmingly laid out; possessing every beaut 5 r' which Nature assisted, 
hot overpowered, by Art, can bestow. Here numbers of the fiuhion- 
alfie world as^mble most evemhgs at about five o'clock, and wandering 
fioin grove to grove," which hang with ev^ry firagrant and delicious pro- 
duction of the East; they amuse thismsdNres with conversation and die 
scales, rill murickrecsilatbeia t0'^4iie lawns^ 'whm refredunents are pre- 
pared; and wheU night '<^Mes '4u^tthU finest 4 fir^ terminate die 
"pk^bres of the evening. 

« ifictUteaii^Mkand a nkmmnent of an- 

tis|ifity, said to ha^ beda- the tomb of Homer. It was btoc^t from 

'O' 
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6ne df tile iBlEndt of tiie Ardu(»dkigD ; aiicl is acduvately doscrtbOd hjr 
M<3MiMiiir le Chtv(di^ 'Hid basso rdievos on its mdcs, and on 

each end) certainly rei^ to tbe events cdeftirated in the Iliad ; and par* 
ticularly to the expldts of Achilles. The sarcophagus is of white marble ; 
but die 8cul{iture) thoi^ possessing taste and beauty) is not so fine as 
other specifnetis- we: have in England. F.lbvgcS; frdni whom the Counl 
purdbaaed' it; but I believe the ingetiious French author informs hits 
readert. It is so long since I turned over the boOk,ihat most of the 
cmiteBtsf IdEve rdsicnp^ me. All l'fec<^])e<^ is» that at the time of read^ 
iiig it I vh»'^inti(dl‘pkn^ and I thbomniend yott» for the sake of 
better informalioii respecting Hcmier's tdmb^.»to seek for /a Gievalm to 
supjdy .iny defodenGy; 

.V. ^ < ,v ^ .v ,, v ■ , ■ ; , 

1 must cmdhssv a» I stoodOveHr din repined tomb of ;die first of poets, 
that I feU none of those enthusiasms which I believe would have,.afifented 
me on the spot where his remains were laid. I cannot reconcile fo my- 
sdf, devodoD to genius With the saeiile^ of disturbing the n^iositCHry of 
its adies. Removing Homer’s tomb from its ori^nal sitimtfon, seems 
to have arisen from no moid respect to him, than the diieves* mtmtded 
to shew reveimice to Petrarch, when they stole away his bones to sell; se- 
parately as classic relics. It having been brought to, sale, 1 am not 
surptised at the fine ta^ of the Count wishi^ to purclmse so extraor- 
dmary a piece of antiquity ; but catainly tlm place, to JTee^ Hemp’s 
tomb,! jdnouid" have faeeli over Homer's grave. It was to Homeils ex- 
ample taught. He did^ not send mariners to steal away the moBument' 
of Achilles from the promontory of Sigeum: hut he travelled thither 
idltis^.^' He* stead by nlds hero’s and th|B spirit 

ilia ! dwtr m%hty < geifioa r bhrst foetniiifoicis of the lohlbx apd the 
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hero appeared ! The vision passed before the poet, clad ip arms and in 
glory, and he beheld the light no more. Insufferable brightness drank 
his visual ray ; but lit up all within, with Heaven's immortal fires. And 
Alexander too, that powerful monarch,, might not he who uprooted em- 
pires, have easily raised from the' ground a block of marble : and ordered 
the monument of his often-boasted model, the great Achilles, to have 
been brought to Macedon ? But no ; he also went to Sigeum to pay 
his vows to the illustrious shade, and placing a crown upon the tomb, 
exclaimed : “ Achilles, thou wert thrice happy 1 Happy ip thy valaapt 
life, happy in such a friend as Patrodus, and happy in such a poet as 
Homer to immortalize thy imemory !" 

After this beautiful apostrophe, it will not be very maZ-oprepos to re- 
peat my claim to one of these happinesses, by subscribing myself your 
faithful friend. 


b 
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LETTER XXVIU. 

: >v , fi: . Stk PeiarMmi^hi September^ W06. 

J AM ,gjp»iig.vl«»^(iMm a scebe that; hairow^ my heart. I have been 
1^ haght of torture wfaidi 

Y&j, i^flom u noiyii^lktedL >.The kpity.of the Emperor Alexander'a 
di^pj^litiQn degrees of punishment to 

beia 4 ]^yyiidgpd|t(p;^ of l»s. sui^e0t% blit on the most decided proofs of 
tenihle cnqiin^.. latfae^preseiil imtiin^, the guilt of the culprit was un- 
qu^tionahle, and he was r^ularly tried end sentenced. . 

‘ The mstiummts jB^ mahiaar 0 ^^ horrible execution, 1 

h^ nlie^y desciibed in my visiting tb» prismi at Mosco. 

Tfa%qq]to{^yi wveti^vw^ his Climes destined to be an example to 
mankind* was jm lstvostclu^ (or coachman) to Couait Ablettofisky, a 

he inkimaiily murdered ohenigh^ in brining 
hiipj&qp g party iu the coirntry. He effected his death by means itf the 
key^vj^p^ for screwing the bohs of the carriage. The vehksie ‘beija^ a - 
drmhky, these was no oth^ smratft but the eoachman.^ ■ - >i!v t 


a^xmveniieiitiy dark ii^ aeqiiesteied>n|^ 
der^ly laa bfes maiMnff* and Abiidiig^ 

|dm»"''ai^; ^ 

the reins. Having d^ed the dead Count cif every valuable , about his 
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personf he left the body and the carriage, And made liis escape. Morn- 
ing discovered the horrid scene. Suspicion did not hesitate to point to 
the real perpetrator, and a pursuit was immediately ordered. OfKccrs 
of justicf? went in every direction ; and by their unwearied activity found 

him, after a search of several days, some versts from the Ladoga Lake. 

» 

The place generally alloted for public executions, is near the Neva ; 
being an open and muddy plain. When I arrived, a few companies of 
grenadiers were drawn up in line ; and the natives were pouring upon 
(he ground in multitudes. The gravity of their rough visages, mingling 
with the fierce visage of the Cossacs^ and the swere gloom of the police, 
gave an expression of horror to the crowding groupes more consonant 
with the expected scene, than the noispr mobs beneath the gaUows at the 
Old Bailey. ' 

Ten o'clock in the mornings was die appointed hour ; but more than 
another hour elapsed before the criminal was brought to the place of 
punishment. He was a robust and fine-looking man, with li^t hair 
and beard ; possessing not one trait in his ftice to announce him capable 
of murd^y or of even less terrible crimes. Had 1 been called upon to 
declare |ny opinion of that men's disposition from his face, I should have 
pronounced him ev&ry thing that was meek and harmless. 1 am no 
pltysiognomiat: and must leave this apparent contradiction of their 

science to be settled by those whef are. ‘ • 

* „ 

The pooa «MindiBd by part of the police, had been walked 

through stiOei»k,in oeder to shew iuin>to populaoe, and to strike 
tUeaa honor at hn guilt. As soon as the tsTOcession arrived ift ftont 
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oflim troops, a circle was formed, and preparations made for the instant 
coimaeoiDeineiit of theexecntion. A paper being read aloud in the Euss 
language, which, most probably, was an account of his crime* and mi- 
tenoe; be was speedily stripped of his clooths, leaving on his person 
only a pair pf loose trowsers. In the midst of this silent groupe (and 
awful indeed was llieir sileiiec) stood, firm and wdl secured, a block of 
wood, about three Jfe^ higli, having three cavities in the top, to receive 
the neck and arms. Dcing fully prepared for his dreadful punishment, 
Uie unhappy man ciossed himself, repeating his Goiperdian Pomeha with 
the greatest devotion. The executioner then placed him with his breast 
10 the .biMurd, strongly binding him to it by the neck and the upper 
part of his arms, passing the rope dose under the bend of both knees. 
Thus bowed forward, the awfol moment approached. The first stroke 
was struck, and each repeated lash tore the ilesh from the bone. A few 
seconds elapsed between each ; and for the first Um or twdve, the poor 
^ suffiarer roaoed most terribly ; but soon becoming faint and sick, the cry 
died away into groans; and in a few minutes after, nothing was heard 
eaua^ the bloody splash of the knout on the semsdess body of tlie 
wnetobed man. Ohl if God punished so, who could stand before his 
judgmisat seal? Had the compassionate Alexander beheld it, 1 bdievc 
that ftiis would have been the last infliction of this tremendous pu- 
nishment. « 

After full an hour liad been occupied, in striking these dreadful blows 
(and more than two hundred were given him), a signal was made from 
lifaediead ofllcer of the police, and foe cdgMPMl wit» ffosod a Me from 
foe block. Not the smallest li^ of ilfo^aaemed to remain i indeed, so 
tnig didit appear to have fled, that dmingfoe halfiof the lashing, he 
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hid sunk dovm as low a# the Ugatiires which bound lum would allow. 
The exebutaiMier to6k the pale and apparently lifbless body by the beard, 
while Kis asns^t held an instrument like a brurii with irbn teeth, and 
placing it a little below his temple, struck it with the utmost force, and 
drove its pointed fangs into the fiesH. The oppbsite temple and forehead 
received the same application. The parts thus pierced, were then rubbed 
WiUi gunpowder, to remain, should the mangled sufferer sdryive, a per> 
petual mark of his having undergone die punishment 

You would suppose that rigour had exhausted all her torments, that 
justice was now appeased ! But no ; another punishment yet remained 
to deprive the nose of its nostrils. The indicting pincers, something like 
monstrous curling*irom, were inserted up die nose of him whom I sup* 
posed dead ; (and indeed I only endured the latter part of the si^t,*firom 
having imagined that these adlicdons were directed to one already passed 
the sense of pain) ; the performer of dus dreadful sentence, aided by his 
companion, actually tore each from his head in a way more shocking 
than can be described. The acuteness of this last torture, brought baedt 
sense to the torpid body : •— What was my honor, to see the writhings 
of the poor mangled creature ; and my astonishment, as soon as he was 
unbound, to see him rise by the assistance of the men, and walk to a 
cart ready to return him to his prison ! From whence, if he did not 
die* he was immediately to be conveyed to Siberia* there to labour for 
life. His IcWf strength seemed to revive every moment ; and he sat in 
the vehicle perfectly upright, being covered with his caftan, which he 
himself held Upon his shoutders, talking very Composedly with those who 
accompanied idm'. * * 

His sentence, T understand, was ia be hiouted without mercy. Of course, 
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in such cases few ever survive ; or if they do, for want of care, or even 
common assistance, a mortification generally takes place, and.deatli re> 
lieves them from further suffering. This Was the fate of the miserable 
creature in question, who expired the following day, after passing the 
first post towards his banishment. 

♦ 

How far this sort of punishments may have an effect on the people 
at large, J cannot pretend to say : at preseilt they are Very rare : and 
whatever may be the horror with which they are viewed, I do not find 
them to be decisive preventives; as murders are cdntinually happen> 
ii^ in unfrequented parts of the city, without die perpetrators being dis> 
covered. 

I have lately been told that what actuhted the Istvostchick to the 
murder of the Count, was the cnielty and penuriousness of that noble- 
man, not only to the man himself, but to the rest of his slaves. Indeed 
he was well known to be of a violent and austere temper, and one of the 
most avaricious amongst mortals. Hence my judgment on the poor 
fidlow's face might not be far wrong; aci ignorance renders the best na- 
tures liable to be wrought upon by injuries and want. Vengeance is a 
passion that requires better reasoning than a clown's to subdue. 

t 

The knout is, 1 believe, the only severe punishment remaining from 
the many barbarous kinds continually practised in the early ages of the 
empire. The manner of inflicting it at the Commencement of the reign 
of Peter the first, was different ftom the {vresent mode^ and mutdi more 
savage. The sufferer was fixed to the back of the executioner's man, 
by means of ropdl : and bis lower exirtetict hdd so ftuit by another, 
that resistance wm impossible. In the time of the early TpKrs, the per- 
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Itormers of Ithis horrid task togEfded with so much respect, that they 
waore ^uhwtt^ i^tio the best slootoky. Nay* it is even said, that in tliose 
.morohahtft* thinking it jh<hiourable thus to pass into ranks above 
themf pfdd large sums of .lOonay to be allowed to fulfil the nmrUerous 
duty. IVIhen their ambitions w^o satisfied, they then resold the vocation 
at an enormous profit. 

Peihaps Fatdfion dictated, ;^ov<m ipiongst these impoUshed people ; 
and , the value of die executioneiship arpse (rom the illustrious example 
so often by,, the grp^ Dukes of I^oscovy, who, to fill up a few leisure 
moments, or as 4 recreation from the more anxious acta ol' government, 
frequently shewed themselves to their subjects executing the senleuee 
of the law, merely as am^teun. However, in the course of time, the 
bright beams qf ipiviU;mtiQn began to enlighten this benighted quarter of 
the globe. Letters and humanity <qunc in .tpgi^her: and the honour 
anciently atta^ed to |hie ^rtinr^’s {^oftssion, fi^to the ground. The 
post was po longer deemed enviable ( |he royal hands were Uumandy 
and wisely^ occupied ; and it became so difiicult to get a permanent per^- 
fonqqrt f law was passed,, nof permitting it to be sold, but to re- 
main a^,an ftgpfeabfe inheritance in the iamily of the last purchaser for 
ever. Whether the etrtmhnent was made as, a memorial of Uie virtues 
or of the vices of the then proprietor, we cannot pretend to judge at tins 
distance of timei pqt ^ as an estate^ if b^ no means im- 
provable; nor is it a pr^asiqn that,,ylll» ppw-a-day$ occasion the next 
heir to be verj? w* W ^ Pwa^nt inqumbent, In 

case |he male p ny tremegdons memher of society ftds, the 
corporation are to ^ ci^M upqn instantly to replace 

the dtqfittt ‘lijodii^ bcg^ner of a new line from amongst 

themsdves. - 

4 r 
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'We need no greater proof of the superiority of modem Russia ovta* 
the ancient empire, in the quality which best bec<MXies man, tliat of 
mercy, than by comparing the respect with which the cxccutionttp was 
then regarded, willi the abhorrence in which even his instrument is now 
held. It is an abomination to touch the knout. 

That 1 have seen it, is a sufficient abomination to me; and when 1 
shall wash my' eyes from the impression I know not. If your drCams 
be but half as much disturbed by the recital, as mine .were by the sight, 
1 have broken your rest for a night or two at least, and so tittle thanks 
will arrive ^y the next packet to your friend. 
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LKITOR XXIX. 

I 


Torzoki October^ 1806. 

'^riAT season drawing near, .when I promised to renew the liuppicst 
moments of my life, in the dear city of Mosco, I set off towards it on 
the twenty-fiflli of this mouth. 

m 

The snow had not yet faU^, which was to have betm the appointed 
signal of my return ; but as it was daily expected, as they told me au- 
tumn lingered longer than usual, I ventured to abridge the hours of my 
exile fifotti aU that is loveliest to thy friend, and without further delay 
prepare my flight to the interior. Accordingly, using all^expedition, 1 
set out on wheels ; hoping to have occasion to change them t<>r the 
swifter sledge before 1 reached my place of destination. 

Not having left St. Petersburgh in the heroic company I cnlerc;d it ; 
Uiough I afterwards found that my aforesaid *tioble Familiar's spirit had 
entered most potently into the bi'east of my valet de rhambre ; no circum- 
stance df any nol0>worUiy complexion occurred to me during the first 
hundred versts of my journey* The usual inconvenieiicies attending, tra^ 
vellers were my only crosses ; such as delays, and impositions on the 
part of post-masters and their ^myrmidons ; who were more than ordi- 
narily exorbitant, when tliey discovered I was an Englishman, and there- 
fore, thfey t^Aieved, with exhausUess cutfiferb Henci',.*my poor purs<'. 
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E little orerehargje i»Kpecting liie g^neanng of tlie wheeU. which my prof 
▼ident Mprerd wt8> delenalaedi not. to pay. .An nitercation ensued: 
and flying to theCounftPfiigMineot of a knock down blow widi hit slick, 
a scoiwof boon returned it instead of one ; my carriage was seiacd to 
indc^nify^tUe mna for biagtokto and ill usage^ till I could be brought 
back to pay interest for <the.wholet my honest Scapin np sooner saw a 
hand laid on his master's property, than out flew his rapier j and 1 just 
atri.’ed m lime m saVe ,ethap. .hi. oin. life, aad «» or iw otfcen 
against whom he had> peMed his weapon^ , 

1 entered the field of action, greeted by the abuse of half the village: 
for these clowns aire very.suiiimttfy in their rcsenttnenis, clul^ngall of 
a family together; if a fother/oilhnds, so dcMn the son ; if^ servant, so 

tr 

docs his masfor ; and so on ; ■ no individilal Ifhato llie weight of his own 
folUesI hilt dll who happen to be in hk company share the burthen. 
AnofW effeto e^ coroplele ignorance^ is this^discriinination and in> 
justice. ' However, witli tnuch waving of my hand to and^foo/and tour- 
reotts action j thoti^^'l believe tlws mOst powerful one was holding up my. 
purse ; I at last commanded *silen» ; and by means of the stariost ap* 
peased the mob,' and comptomised with the poor mtistlck (the name by 
which these jihasants are designated), for his broken head, with a 
sent of teh rnbles. Glad was^ t j&% any price to get out of a werape, 
which might luive pirovetf very^ttoublesome fo mb as a strstoger; and 
to my S^ant, a iieriom, if not dangerous.' And thus 

mjr tr^y (ll^iiiesticl' in hiir^ deal'to save foe ten pboce, riiU me iuto an 
eibence of ’_i’L ' 

’ ‘ i' with'the h gold was received 
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as a.fi,equiva]eni a whole skin, will sho(w you the passion of the loafer 
order of Eussians for money. Indeed, when we consider the hardness 
of their fare, the ruggedness of their apparel, and the baseness of thdr 
abodes ; and that these are the utmost of their ideas of actual enjoy- 
ment, is not their iiiSatiable avidity inexplicable f Here and thei^ we 
see a monster in natunre who loves gold tor its own sake : but in general 
the most avaricious have a further end in view, some particular pleasure 
tb which they intend to devote their wealth. Contrary to this, with 
the Rttssian boor, it is a passion for wliich beaanot account ; and rather 
seems a sort of wish imbibed originally, by imitation, in the cities; 
thence brought to the country r and so spreads like an infection 
amongst ihe|ieople, filling tliem with an aimless dcsirCk For surely, to 
wish for gold for no other end but to possess it, is tlie most aimless, 
useless, joyless' longing that ever occupied the breast of man. A Rus- 
sian peasant will do any tiling, suffer any thing for money. And I 
bdieve the wounded mustick would gladly have submitted to a second 
cut to receive other ten mbles, 'But why they resent the bastinado 
more in the villages than in the towns, I cunpot gums ; though so it is, 
as the quiet dagcllatiow the afterwards rdbeUioos IstvoScbacks took in 
ItEieGO, can testify. 

AH being peareably settled niy servant mounted the klhitka : and J 
having mdier ungratdully threatened his valour, if he ever again mcertied 
it so rashly in my service, wc quietly departed from the village, and 
pursued our way to Mosqo. . • . i 

* * I ^ * 

Having slejit two nights on the road } one at a smell place cafted 
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ihe^otli^ cd* ToilKbk» telebrs^bod -for em- 

brwilex«4 deat^bra>«boots» ridi^es^ 1 occupied my days in 

gazk^ ulmiit tne ; butj»aw^:Utde to interest* excepting the Valdaia hills* 
wbose^raarkiea^iind ^meumle^gvi^yaAiem ^rei^ of the vallics in the 

lunrthj^ iilieiroiM^iie. Dwing ithlsdc^ wet^* 1 had 

♦ 

nmqh tune iftir th^ nehrospcotion led me back 

to Englaiid , ain^ .sdl ite deac my > ^nily* my friend* 

piy heme* wh€to efKA Jlo>^ :isimf^k)a 'mhigks^t^ ’0ii9s/ then* so 
quickly do the «deas of i^them tlM^ hei^ yidi^ sympatluse* and meet in 
a point* anticipation ded to. Moscb:' bapputess* exhaustless .happiness 
was there! and hopii% at some future dey .tO unite the sources of my 
past and present joys; to see those of JEUjg^d md those of 

Russia in JE^ngland: dius musipg* on.^the thirded> of Octu^ 1 entered 
Moscq,; and, &r once in iny liie found a sweet reverie broken by a 
sweeter reality. ' „\' • 

. I. have been overtaken by^ihe frost* about; five: posts distant; and on 
driving into the city, was surprised tojsee every thing winter and covered 
with snow;- iBud all Mhe regular sledgeequipagesdut v 'My arrival beiug 
known, I met on. this my sepond visit, if possible* a «UU more cordial 
reception than cm my first. This at least convinced me* how uncandid 
was the chaige, 4hat the fiiloscovite nobility were only Imspitable to 
atmngascfipsma^fi^ $p<#ir from this being dm case, 

ev^y doer, ^and 'evei^ kiitdb«S4*.‘ WINS^Op^od to me wider than before. 1 
seemed returned to a city ^ tlie m<^ afie<^m idhtions, 
the goest . qf a .fsdifihrmit race from my own. Neither pride, 

norHoapiiOd, have' I been able tcf discover amongst these gene- 
ioas>;ncdile8. tfita ploasures they enjoy 
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iro giv«5ii UberaJity to oUxers ; and die friendship they pxotos»» is 

IS free from iitoonstanoy as the object ought to be from ingfatitude. 

** 

Amongst those whose attentions liave been frie most dattering to me, 
A the Grand Chamberlain, , Prince GalUtzen. He is -a venerable old 
nanofeiglity-fiveyearsofage, frdlof wisdom and benevolence. Por- 
merly he passed muifih, ^tne at the court of I-ondon ; and many are the 
hours of his valuable society, with whidi he honours me, to talk ove^ 
die merits of a country he so higldy respects. A. pleasant theme for an 
Englidiman, and one which my tongue delights to dwell on. 

Perhaps you may be surpris^ to read of so many persons hearing the 
title of Prince, inhabiting this capital; but when you recollect that 
Russia is an empire that comprises about the seventh part of the firm 
land the whole earth, is as large as half of all Asia, and more than 
twice as big as Kurdp<^ : end that numerous territories of this vast tract 
of country were, hardly three centuries ago, governed by thdr native 
hereditary princes; wonder will su¥ide that there are yet many of their 
descendants lords of large possesaious, sUU respected according to their 
birth, and living in all the splendor of rank and munificence. • • 

» 

Kn<s$ is the Russian term for Princ<N And whichever of the ancient 
Pyiiices had the greatest success in throwing a temporary yoke over die 
neighbpuring Sovereigns,, he arrogated to himfielf the title of«Velikie 
Knses, or Grand-prince, sometimes the ^^oes of hjfovgofrod Wer6 pa^ 
ranount, som«?times *h<W^ of Kief, sometime#, Xludimjy, ipid 

of others. Owing to their wars, the Khans of tVlwy for a? topg tame 
dictated to thppi all. , In shori, a poniim^ struggle, fpr powiu* deluged 
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the country with blood until the valour of Ivan Vassillievitch II. laid a 
cliain ou, their, ncfks, and uuilius^ the numerous principahlies into oiu* 
vast empire, assumed to himself the tith* of I'zar, or Emperor. 

Hence we meet with so many jPriinces in Russia, who are in g(*neral of 
thi' blood of ihi'sc regal families ; and, though, perhaps, the inheri lance of 
some may lie on the borders of the northern Pacific Ocean, on the con- 
fines of China, or in 1’artary itself, yet they all crowd to the cuaitrc of 
th(' empire ; and usually in Mosco pass the winter, in scenes of magnifi- 
cence not inferior to a royal court. 

As to the title of Duke, it does not properly belong to Russia. What 
we in England call Archduke, is Grand-Prince, meaning (as the son of the 
T;#ar) the head of all the Princes of the empire. The appellation Boyar, 
is infi'rior to that of Priiicd. Vaivodes arc Governors of provinces. And 
the titles of Count and Baron were, I believe, first introduced b> Peter 
the Great. I think I cannot end the history of these* sounding names 
belter than by giving you a copy of the manner in which iht* Great Ca- 
therine used to write all her titles. First premising, that the Soverrigns 
of Russia nev<'r put th<‘ir names before that of the supreme Mrinarch of 
the universe. 

“ By the grace of God, Catherine II. Empress and Autocratrix of all 
the Russias, of Mosco, Kief, Vladimir, Novgorod, See. Taaritza of 
Kazan, Tzaritza of Astrakhan, Tzaritza of Siberia, 'Uzaritza of the 
Tauridan Chersonese, Grand Princess of Smolensk, Princess of Pskove, 
Esthonia, Livonia, Karelia, Twer, Yugoria, Permia, Viatka, Bnlgaria, 
and other countfies. Grand-Prinocss of Nislmey-Novgorod, of Tsehc'r- 

f 
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nigof, (liazane, Polotsk, Rostof, Yaroslavl, Bielosero, Udoria, Obdoria, 
Koudia, Vilcpsk, Mcstislavl; Sovereign of the whole northern region, 
and of the country of Iveria; of the Karlalinian and Grusinian Tzars, 
and of the Kabardinian country, of the* Circassians, and of the moun- 
tain Princes, and of others, hereditary Princess and Sovereign." 

And now, liaving led you such a race after the signs of honour, it is 
but right that J should bring you to reposi' a little where the substance 
lies : and so, once more to the Prince Gallitzen. His mansion is splendid, 
and in twery point worthy of his taste and fortune. I dined with him 
s(X)n after my arrival ; arul again observed some very fine pictures 
which I had neglected to notice to you during my last sojourn in 
this city. 

m 

The first on which I could steadily fix iny eye (for remember the 
Prince and I Avere not alone, scvt'val of my fair acquaintance were pre- 
sent, whose charms might well attract my observation from art to na- 
ture), was a Saint Sebastian, sau/ to be paintixl by Salvator Rosa, 
exquisitely fine ; but so peculiar were its beauties, that I strongly doubt 
whether even that grejit master could ever produce such a picture as 
this. In the first place, the (jolouring is so vivid, clear and fleshy : and 
in the second, the draAving is so accurate ; and thirdly, the distribution 
of light and shadi* is more harmoniously dis|x>sed, than I ever saw in any 
of his most esti'cmed and largest productions. In short, to bring you 
an instance in his Prodigal Son, which is deservedly regarded as one of 
his best: the styles are so different between the Saint Sebastian dnd it, 
that it would reijuire the penetration of Apelles and Protagoras united, 
to discover traces in either of liaving both been produced by the same 
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hand. As several persons whom I met with, pronounced it 1o be a 
work of ^ Salvator Rosa ; and as their eonnoisstnir experientx' in ilu' gal- 
leries of the Contin(*nt ought to give them authority, I did not pretend 
to dispute their judgment, though I could not assc'nl ; but must still 
deny our favourite banditti painter the merit of producing this Saint. 
If I dare presume to affix a name to it, I would .say that I rather think 
it bears the marks of Michael Angelo de Caravaggio. 

The Prince can boastf a chef-d'ceuvre of Miirilio. 'Fhe subject is two 
boy.s eating a water-melon. They are represented the size of lil'e, ami 
possess all that fascination, so true to nature, which <listinguishes the 
productioDs of this Spaniard. Then' is a fine duplicate of tliis pictun; in 
the Elector’s gallery at Munich. Many smaller pieturt's of the Dutch 
and Italian schools ornament the saloon in which J sat; but time, and 
ignorance and neglect in those who havt; the care of them, have so woe- 
fully abased their beauties, that they are now scarcely worth notice. 

Indeed, as I looked around on the assemblage, some good, others 
bad, and most indilferent, 1 could not but recollect the impression 1 
have so often felt, both at home and abroad, when taken by a trav(*lled 
lover of arts to see his collection. His walls, in general, are ph'ntifully 
hung ; and at as great an expcnce as if every paunel had been painted 
by the fathers of the art : but how easy is it to sec, that not depending on 
his own judgment, the amateur has been led by those cicerone genik'jnen, 
who are ever ready to save him the trouble of seeing, sdecting, and 
buying ; and, who thus directing his taste both in sculpture and paint- 
ing, fill his house, and their own pockets, by the labours of merely 
secondary artists. 

p 
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But I should bt" ungraU'ful lu iny illustrious host, and most ungra- 
cious to inys<*ll', wore I to dwell longer on the faults of a minor part of 
his furniture, when all else, his bronzes and his statues, were admirable ; 
and himself, moved like a Nestor through the scene. Though I passed 
so long a day with hun, from noon till night, the intcrc*st never flagged. 
His conversation teemetl with inl<>rniation and urbanity. The charac- 
ters of men lay opt'n before him : he deedded on all with a precision that 
declared his judgment ; while the candour with which he examined their 
actions, convinced you of the gobdness ol' his heart. 

The evening brought in new company, who turned the scene to a 
gaiety in which he partook with smiles ; and an elc‘gant supper termi- 
nated the night. A very well timed period! It is twelve o’clock ! That 
witching hour, when all the grim heroes and heroines of the Tales of 
Wonder are afloat! So, for fear of being visited by some of the said 
sheeted fraternity} I shall even be beforehand with them, and assume a 
double share of their wardrobe by getting between the sheets of my bed. 
Therefore, good night to thee, my flriend 1 
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LEITER XXX. 

Mosco, December, 1806’. 

T DINED yesterday with Count Razumofsky ; and partook of a re- 
past, which, at Uiis sterile season of the year, teemed with all the 
luxuries of spring and autumn; fruits of every climate, ripened in hot- 
houses ; and veg( tablt s of all descriptions, raised in cellars. A strange 
place, you will think, for the Exercise of horticulture I But so it is ; 
and by the exclusion of lhe <;old air, and the admission of heat from the 
stoves, these subterraneous gardens produce summer vegetables all the 
year round. Green jicas and asparagus arc here as common at Christ- 
mas, as potatoes and winter-cabbages may be with you. 

Indeed the Russians arc very much indebted to the fostering care of 
Qur mother Earth ; for in her bosom do they also treasure the ice which, 
during the hot months, is used to cool their feverish bloods. In no 
country, noT even Italy, can this attemperating substance be consumed 
in greater quantities. It is put down into the vaults appointed for its 
reception every yt'ar in such vast shoals, that, I am told, from the con- 
tinual re|jlcnishing, (and using that first which lies a-top, and conse- 
quently the latest deposited, there is ice in some of the cellars in Mosco, 
which has lain at their boltoms for nearly a century. The ice is so 
strong, that when the owner has portions taktn out for consumption, 
the jservants are obliged to cut it'up with pick-axes. 

10 
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Hence you see, between vegetables and ict;, the two seasons (thus 
iinprisoiied during iheir own proper reigns, to break forth and invade 
each other’s rights), occupy almost as great an extent of building un- 
derground as the city possesses above. 

Count Razumofsky’s house is iij every way answerable to the splendor 
of his entertainments : it is lately rebuijl ; and in a style that does ho- 
nour to his taste and liberality. I am told that the structure alone, 
cost him a million of rubles. He possesses many expensive pictures ; 
but as they are not yet arranged, I had not an opportunity of judging 
of their merits. Only one saloon is completely hung : and that is with 
very fine works from the Dutch school. 

In one of the rooms I observed a portrait of Peter the Great, which 
more resembled the statue of Falconet than any I had yet seen. Its 
features convey an elevation of soul and energy perfectly consistent with 
a representation of that hero. A circumstance which the Count related, 
gave an additional interest to the picture. He requested I would 
notice that the head had been sewed into the present canvass on which 
the figured is painted. That small piece, he told me, was the only 
part that was original ; the rest having been added by an ancestor of 

* ’P r ‘ 

his own. 

While Peter the First was travelling in Holland in his usual iiicognito 
style, he stopped at an inn on the road for refi’eshnients. He was shewn 
into a room where a large picture hung at the upper end : it was a 
portrait. And as he' sat at his meal he observed the landlord look 
several times from him to the portrait, and from the portrait to him. 
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with a kind of co^nparing scrutiny. “ Whose picture is that?” en- 
quired the EmperOT. 

“ The Tzar of Moscovy replied the man; “ it was brought to me 
from Paris, and every body says it is his very self. And I Avas thinking 
it is very like you, Sir." 

Peter made no answer to this latter observation ; but alTecling to eat 
his dinner with too keen an appetite to hear distinctly, hnished it in a 
few minutes 7 and paying his reckoning as an ordinary passenger, sent 
the landlord out of the room on some excuse; then taking a knife from 
his pocket, cut the head from the shoulders of the portrait and put it 
in his breast. He left a large sum of money on the table, more than 
sufficient he thought, to pay the damage he had done; and immediately 
before the mischief Avas discovered-, took his departure in his humble 
equipage. This act Avas. to prevent his being recognised as he pro- 
ceeded, by any who might have afterwards stopped at the same inn, 
and like tlie landlord have perceived tht; resemblance ; and certainly, 
but for the equivalent on the table, the deed itself would never be sup- 
posed to have been that of an Emperor. 

On his return to Russia, he gave this relic to an ancestor of Count 
Razumofsky : to whom tlie Monarch told the story attached it, witli 
much merriment at the idea of what must have t^n the amazement of 
die observing landlord, when he saw both the head and its likeness 
down. 


This was not the only interesting object Avhich excited my attention 
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during my visit to the munificent Count. 1 met •with a man under 
the protection of this nobleman, whose liistory might afford grounds 
for a very pretty roimmce. He is a Frenchman, a native of Bourdeaux ; 
and was put, when a boy, on board a merchant ship, in order to learn 
the duly of a sailor. Soon after this, the war broke out between Crbat 
Britain and the Republic, and the ship, in which he sailed was Ulken, 
and he carried prisoner to England, flowever, he did not remain in 
eonhneinent long, but entered on board a , small British ship of war 
bound to our settlements in New Holland. As fate would have 
it, a violent stonn arose ; and the vessel was wrecked on one of the 
islands not many leagues from Olaheite. Himself and one seaman 
were the only persons who escaped; for not a trace of the men, ,nor 
the ship, remained, after’ the tempestuous horrors of the scene dis- 
persed. 

The inhabitants, instead of seizing them as a prey, received the suf- 
ferers with the most humafie hospitality. Hope for a while flattered 
them that some ship might also be driven thitherward ; which not en- 
during so much as their’s harlj would reWirn them safe to Europe. Biit 
days and wtvks wearing away, without any signs of release, they at last 
began to regard the island as their future home. And a short time so 
accustomed them to the society and manners of the country, that in a 
few months more, they were perfccUy resigned to I heir situation. By 
degrees they laid aside European. modes, and assumed the habits of ihe 
natives; forsaking their clothes ; hunting and fishing, and doing just as 
if they had been born amid the Friendly Isles. They learnt the languagt), 
allowed themselves to be tattooed ; ‘and at length" sealed, their insular 
fates by marrihge. 
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The subject of nay narrative ^tvas little more than fifteen when he thus 
domesticated himself. Being of a handsome person^ he was honoured 
with the hand of the daughter of the King, or Chief ; and having be- 
come thus royally allied, he received the investiture of mobility ; namely 
a process of tattooing confined to chiefs alone. The body thus im- 
printed, if I may use the expression, is marked all over with a beautiful 
damask pattern, in forms'^ not inferior to the finest Etruscan borders. 
The most eminent insignia of his royal distinction was, that the whole 
of the left side of his forehead, and below his eye, was one dark mass of 
tattoo. This latter appendage might jdease a savage taste, but it cer- 
tainly was very hideous. But indepencfently of thatj 1 must acknow- 
ledge, to me there is something very admirable in the idea of a fine 
male figure without any other.covering than these beaudful enamellings ; 
his feathered crown, and bow and quiver, seem to apparel him like a 
savage god. So true is nature to herself, that she never feels such an 
awful admiration of the human form divine, as when she beholds it in 
its native freedom. What-figure clothed in 'aU the pomp of robes, and 
crowns, and sceptres, ever so impressed the mind with a stamp of great- 
ness, as the Apollo Belvedere? And surely, when we consider the 
athletic pursuits, and. liberty of limbs with the noble stature of many of 
the natives across the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, ray respected, friend, 
the President of i the British Koyal Academy, well expressed himself, 
when on leaving America, a y puth, and first beholding the Apollo at Rome, 
he exclaimed : : “ What^a fine Mdiawk ? warrior !" It was tlie language 
of nature, and «a true compliment to the artist. Owing to die present 
habits of civilizatkm being totally diflbrent frmu those of ancient Gre^e, 
the hmnan stipCtui^e . seldom attairts any perfection : so no wonder the 
exclamation that die Apollo recalled the remembrance 4f any existing 


FOL. Ji. 


G 



42 


TRAVELLING SKETCHES IN RUSSIA. 


men, should surprise dw gencsTRlity of hearers. I liave been more luck}’ ; 
thanks to the mold in which nature cast some forms of my acquaintance, 
and the exercises which completed them ! You know, to the vast 
expence of your time and patience, the use my pencil makes of the 
living models which a happy fate has thrown in my way ; for painters 
may .boast as they will about ideal beauty, but the outline of no fancied 
figure ever carried with it such perfect grace and harmony, as one drawn 
from a really existing being, of fine proportions and manly character. 
It was the study of nature alone that formed the Grecian artists. From 
the lovely fcmales of Greece was the celebrated Venus modelled ; and 
from the beautiful and naked youths, drawing their bows on the sands 
of the Fgean Sea, did the sculptor of the Python Apollo collect the 
giaces of that transcendmt figure. 

But to return to my adventurer of the isles. Ilis tattooing has carried 
me into an almost Shandcan digression : but having Just united him to a 
fond bride, 1 hope diere is no need of apology for leaving him so long. 
However, \ sliall resiune, 

* 

The young Frenchman and his companion, a few days afierthe wreck, 
had found means to save some articles which were afterwards very ser- 
viceable to them. But the most precious things they preserved, were 
fire-ams, with some gunpowder : and for once, the importing of that 
death-dispersing article was productive of blessings to the people 
amongst whom it came. Our new young ehiefy and his Brid^ com- 
panion, exerted themselves to a good effect in putting a stop to Uie 
practice of devouring the prisoners taken in war. The marriage of the 

A 

fermer invested him with authority. Andi having learnt the jangoage, 
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his persuasions were so conclusive, that in tlie course of a very little time, 
it was rare to hear that the unnatural meal had even been taken by 
stealth. However, so wedded were some few to this horriil glutU'i.y, 
that he found it necessary to add threats to his commands ; and having 
expressed in the strongest terms his abhorrence of this practice, he told 
them that the first man he saw atlenipt to devour a prisoner, he would 
put the offender to immediate death. 

Shortly laflerwards a skinnish took place between his people and 
their enemies. A number of prisoners were taken : and almost all of 
the Islanders held his commands in such respect, that none presumed 
to disobey excepting two, whose cannibal appetites were yet unsatiated. 
They slew an elderly female captive, and commenced their repast upon 
her liody. Our resolute Frenchman descried them at a distance ; and 
going towards them levelled a musquet at the bloody banquet ; killed 
one of the wretches witli the horrid morsel in his mouth, and, with 
another shot, brought down his voracious accomplice in the act of tlighl. 
This lx)ld example so awed the re's!, that from that hour until the liay 
he left the island, (a space of fourteen yt ars) not a prisoner ever met 
widi this inhmnan fate. From so great a (diange, and paiticularly in 
a custom supcrstitiously reverotl by the natives, and grateful to their 
savage appetites; 1 have no doubt that- could we have visited the 
island during tlie sw'ay of our young hero, we should have found a rude 
civilization amongst the p(X)!}>le, rendering them far superior to the 
neighbouring natives. . . , 

3o reconciled were the sliipwrccked pair (for the Englishman also 
'inarriod)» to. the .spot they had now made their homes, tliat although 
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many ships of different nations touched there, yet no inducements could 
prevail on them to quit their new country. My narrator told me, lie 
always shewed every friendship in his power to the captains of the ves- 
sels ; seeing that the best produce of the island, particularly pork, should 
be given to them tor the articles they brought to barter. He was also of 
essential service in pointing out to them the difficult navigation round the 
several islands. ** 

The animation with which he recited these circumstances, strongly 
marked the fearless independence of his former life. He spoke with the 
decision of one whose commands had been unappealable, and all the 
chieftain commanded in his eyes. But when he talked of his domestic 
happiness ; still true to the expression of unrestrained nature, his sighs 
penetrated the heart. He described his home in tlie. most Ai^vely colours, 
the .fondness of his wife, his own tenderness for her and for lier children ; 
the blissful days he past with her, where, possessed of every wish, he 
enjoyed her love, and tlie society of his old sea companion. “ I was 
then master of all \” said he, “ I am now nolliing : an outcast, without 
a home,, without a friend!" His tears for a long time prevented his 
proceeding. And my friend ‘will not wonder that my eyes for a mo- 
ment bore him company. 

About three years since, one of the Russian ships which had left this 
coiuttry oh a voyage of discovaries, touched at the island,, and was re^ 
ceiv«^ with every, mark of kindness by the King and his family. The 
young chief became the interpretef bety^n the Euh>|>Baiis and the na- 
tives; and besides procuring die crew all they wanted, loaded the offi- 
cers with useful presents. To this vessel^ and Ids own humanity, may 

be dated the misery of himself and his family. 
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One night it blew a violent gale of wind : and the coniinunder of the 
Russian frigate finding it would be impossible to keep his nnchoragti in 
a bay so full of unseen dangers, made several signals to the island, in 
hopes that some experiaiced native would conu^ off, and diretil him how 
to steer. Every moment increased .their jeopardy ; the storm augmented 
in fury, and at every blast they expected to be torn from their cables 
and dashed to atoms on the ixjcks. Again the signals witc repeated ; 
and ere long they were answered from the shore by our friend, who had 
been prevailed on by his witc to attempt reaching the vessel. “ The 
foreign chief,” said she, “ will give you something for me, either a 
looking-glass or a handkerchief.” 

But the whirlwind rage^. so tremendously that he refused, telling her, 
that he thought the tempest was more than he could combat ; and that 
should he venture, perhaps the wish for so trifling a gift would cost her, 
her husband ; he might be drowned, and then they would Iw lost to 
each other for ever. She had been tot) long used to the rashness with 
which her people braved the sea in all weathers, to be persuaded by this 
argument; and (O woman! woman! or father, slanderer of her sex !) 
she still persisted to long for the handkerchief, and that he would go ! - 

The ancient gallantry Fran^aise^ and another signal of distress from the 
ship, got the better of his judgment: he dashed into the waves, and 
boldly stemming their fury reached the vessel. The overjoyed crew, as 
they heard his voice calling to them, as he approached through the storm, 
cast out a ropfe to him, by which tihey hoisted him up the ship's side. 
The most grateful acknowledgments greeted him as soon as he jumped 
on the deck: they hailed him as a kind of god, their deliverer. And 
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|)\ilttng his hand to the hchn, and giving tiu* lOtjuisile directions, he soon 
steert^d ihtan i'roin the dangers of the bay, till tlicy rode iii safety on the 
main ocean. 

He asked now to have a boat to carry him on shore : bnt the wiiul 
still blowing hurricanes, and if possible incrctasing, they would not ven- 
ture any, but oft'ered him a plank! He seized it to leap overboard : it 
Wds split — Barbarians ! and death must inevitably have been his fate, 
had he plunged with it into the sea. He remonstrated, but before 
inucii allcrention could ensue, the ship was driven too far to sea to 
allow of any hope of reaching the island in any smaller vessel than itself. 
Dt»pair overwhelmed the generous young man. None understood his 
feelings : all gratitude seemed to have departed with their danger. The 
blat^kness of the night, and the rapidity with which the ship bore away, 
soon deprived him of all traces of land : and u hen morning dawiud, 
not even on the line of the horizon could he perceive the smallest vestige 
of the spot which contained all his happiness. 

His misery can better be conceived than described. To be thus re^ 
compensed for all his personal risks! It was a cruelty lieyond his 
imagination. Surely the captain might have kept the sea till the storm 
had: subsided, and then in justice he ought to have returned with his 
deliverer, and given him back to his country and family. He had en- 
dangered his life to save theirs. They had no claims on him, Ipiut the 
common ones of compassion ; and yet for them he had plunged into the 
waves, had braved every peril, and hazarded every thing deari He had 
every, demand upon their gratitude^ and they betrayed him! Such con- 
duct was as unmanly as inhuman : it was base to the lowest pitch of d^es- 
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latioii. Surely the loss of a tew days to have ctFccted llieir benefactor’s 
return, could have made no great dilference in a year’s voyage. Insides, 

s 

should the captain of these navigators, like ours, give an account of his 
iliscovcries to the world ; so honourable a behaviour to the man who 
had saved his ship and crew, would have told more for the character of 
his heart, imd perhaps have gained him more tame, than the discovery 
of half a dozen islands. Honour is a man’s own act, a discovery is for- 
tune's ; and each, in tlie estimation of r^cction, is valued according to 
its intrinsic woilh. 

The unhappy chief begged to be put on shore somewhere in European 
settlements, hoping there to hear of a ship going to the quarter of 
the globe that now contained his country. With this poor request, his 
ungrateful companions ncquies(;ed, and landed him on the coast ot‘ 
Kainlschatka : whence lie travelled, enduring the severest hardships, 
to Mosco. 

He has been a few wi'cks only arrived, merely resting here, in his way 
to St. Petersburgh ; meaning to lay his case before the Emperor, whose 
benevolence, he trusts, will enable him to regain his family. He was 
forwarded from Kauitsihatka hither, by a passport from governor to 
governor. Tedipus has Ix^en his voyage, and tedious his joumies, you 
will readify believe, when I add that he has already been three years an 
exile from his wife and children. Daring this long period, what may 
not have befaBen them ? Probably, his wife has sunk a victim to sorrow 
for her own folly, and her husband’s loss ; or war may have desolated 
the country, and the family of die European chief have been the first 
sacrificed to the sanguinary appetites of the victors ! 
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These tlpugUts rack him day and night, . and give him an air of such 
deep melancholy, that it issimpossible to look on his countenance witli> 
out being sensible that a more than ordinary grief absorbs his soul. He 
must be about two-and-tlurty, although he does not look five-and- 
twenty. His figure is hne, with a most commanding dej^ioitment : but 
when he talks of his wife, all is subdued : he dirows himself along the 
ground, and either remains for a considerable time aftcs'wards profoundly 
silent; or weeps with all. the bitterness of hopeless sorrow. But when he 
namtis those who brought him away, indignation, reproaches, accusa- 
tions, seepi to inflame him to madness ; and he walks &om side to sidi? 
with an energy of, step, and vehemence of action perfectly savage, but 
wonderfully striking and grand. 

As he found me so ready to enter into his feelings, he spoke with the 
greater unreserve, and consulted me on his plans. I advised him, should 
he find, on application to the Emperor, that .it would be long ere a 
vessel could be sent out to tlie South Seas, to go directly f^om St. Peters- 
burgh to England ; where, I told him, I was sure he would meet not 
only with the most generous sympatliy, but very probably an immediate 
opportunity of reaching the Friendly Isles. 

He heard me as gratefully as if 1 had had the power ij^ysdlf to trans- 
port him to his country ; and declared, that were he doomed never again 
to see it, his life would be mi^ry and , his death wretched. Even to 
have been cast back again, bleeding on the jocks,” said he,; “ on the 
fatal night I left it ; tp have been carried to roy hom^. to have, died 
amidst the jembract^ of my wife and children^, that nrould have been 
happiness! But now, my life is cheerless, 1 must close my .eyes alone!” 
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His tears rolled over his cheek ; and he turned his back, while I heard 
him sob almost to sulFocation. 

I hope for the honour of aftcclion, that tliis feeling, ihis resolution 
niay last. But man is so mutable 1 Besides, this unfortunate is in the 
mtn'idian of his days, evidently of the liveliest passions : he is also a 
European who, having left his country when a boy, knew nothing of tlie 
fascinating luxuries of civilization. When he bt‘Comes more ^ntimately 
ac(]uaiuted with our habits and our comforts ; and when, perhaps, some 
lender European female, like Desdemona, may listen to his story, and 
Ime him for the dangers he has past ! may not he then too probably 
forget the Otaheitan Islands ? If he do not ; should I hear that he has 
ind(;ed sailed for their distant shores ; I shall for ever after admire, as 
much as I now pity, him ; and regard him as a most extraordinary 
example of constancy and firmness. But slu)uld he become reconciled 
lo Europe, and cease to sigh for the simple pleasures of his early years ; 
he will only add another proof to the many already existing of human 
faithlessness and frailty. 

J know you will hoot me for this doubt; and tell me that three 
years of constancy is quite probation enough to ensure •him for the re- 
mainder. But those years were past, part on sea, and part in miserable 
journies. Ease, I dread as the fo<; to his resolution. Some, that fight 
like lions when you attempt them by storm, by the sap fall as quietly 
into your hands as an infant child. So 1 fear that repose, and the 
pleasures of society, may undermine the fidelity of our young chief: 
and then, what is to blame ? He was a man, and he fell ! ** True,” you 

will say, “ but as he is a man he ought to stand : boys may plead the 
vice of human nature ; it is the business of men to conquer it.” 
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A noble principle : an<l he who aims at it, is more likely to maintain 
his ground, than he who strikes lower. I acknowledge, that in judging 
of ourselves, it should be our standard ; but when of others, mercy bids us 
measure by taring moilality, and pity Avhilc we condemn. However, I 
know you would rather have occasion to admire than to pity, when 
pity is to be alloyetl with disesteem ; therefore I am happy in the story 
of my young mariner, as he is yet a hero under all his misfortunes, to 
give you ^ object for both sentiments in their purest degree. Should 
he go to England, I will send him to you ; and then I need not doubt all 
that has been reptesented to him of my country, being honoured to' the 
word of your faitliful friend. 
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LETOEll XXXI. 

MoscOf Januart/i 1807 . 

''JpHE moalli of December has elapsed. What momentous tidings has 
it not brought to Russia ! Even the inveteracy of a severe winter is 
no 'check to the persevering arms of the French nation. Prussia, with 
her ill-advised policy, and as ill-placed confidence, has paid dear for 
lier afh^cted neutrality and double-conduct. The country, ihe army, 
and what few patriots stood forward in defence of their freedom, arc all 
sacrificed. 

The determined ambition of Bonaparte, and the gradual coming to 
maturity of his deep and widely-grasping plans, have lit the torch of 
war on the frontiers of a deluded Prince : and tlie blood of the |)eople. 
with the extinction of their greatness, can Hk)n(; extinguisli the flanu'. 
Well might the fable of the Lion and the Beasts Ix) applied to tliis con- 
queror. Many are inviU'd to his couj t as friends, bnt Avhen they re- 
emerge it is with mangled members. Friendship with the ambitious, is 
ever more destructive than their enmity. With an open foe we are pre- 
pared for injury ; but who can guard against a lUlst^ friend ! .A iid what 
Sovereign ever yet found an ambitious Monarch not read y to l ise upon 
the necks of all his neighboursj whether enemies or allies ? Bonaparte 
has evinced this spirit: and woe to the next King who, Avith such an 

If 2 





TKAVEIililNG SKKTCIIES IN RUSSIA. 


example as Prussia betprc him, submits to tlie yoke of hi» pretended 
fricndshijx* Tlie Sov<Teign that would be at peace, and maintain his 
dignity, must be able to controul him. If a confederate nation be not 
beyond France in power it will soon*bc williin^its chains. 

In the course of ten days, the military power of Prussia was anni- 
hilated : the Duke of Brunswick killed ; and a hundred thousand men 
lost and taken prisoners. French bayonets glittered in the heart of the 
kingdom. Berlin, Stettin, Custrine, and Magdeburgh, were garrisonc<l 
with the troops of Franco; and cowardice, bribery and treachery, 
spread themselves over the country- So many betiaycd, that all 
feafcd to trust; and tlius every individual fell an easy prey into the 
iron grasp of the conqueror. 

The only resource left for the unfortunate Frederick, wa^. jto throw 
himself upon the genert)sity of the Bmperor of Russia and* with the 
shattered remnant of his once great army, implore his protectlion. 
Indeed, so hot was the pursuit directed against him, that at the head 
of not more than twenty thousand men, he found he, had rotreafqd 
so near to the confines of Russia, that the enemy now stood in check. 
Alexander's , troops had already moved towards the Vistula to cover the 
remains of unhappy fugitive Prussia. The monarch who had been 
duped by the flattery of Bonaparte, and the corruption of his own 


.The unhappy fate of the Royal family of Spain is a striking example of this simple pre- 
diction* It was not read iri the stars, but gathered from a common calculation on the ten- 
dency of human actions**^R., IL. P. i8oS« 
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ministers, now saw his error too late ; and hailed die approach of his de- 
liverers with the liveliest expressions of gratitude. 

The energy with which re-intbreements arc collecting in the interior, 
is as 4|urprising as admirable. ‘ All sc^em actuated by one spirit : and 
every district is busied in fonniiig regiments for the Jiew levies. So wide 
is the zeal, so general the detestation against the great usurper, that from 
the regions of Caucasus to the frontiers of China, little armies are pour- 
ing into Mosco, to be led against the universal enemy. Report says, 
that an army of four hundred thousand men from Russia, is already op- 
posed to the French legions. This may be exaggerated : but. I know 
that a ukase has been issued, obliging the nobility to furnish pc'asants, 
to the additional amount of two hundred thousand, between St. Pelers- 
burgh and Kazan. Each proprietor is to furnish live soldiers out of 
every hundred slaves, with cloathing, arms, and provisions for three 
months; and also provide pay during that time for each, at the raU; of 
a ruble a month. 

Measures of this strength are necessary, as they declare the deter- 
mination of the Emperor ; they are not meant as a spur ; for the 
cnergitis of the nation arc exerted with a promptitude which announces 
all hearts to be zealous in the same cause. Russia and England seem 
the only powers adequate to the contest ; and indeed I may say, almost 
the only monarchs awake to the general danger. The others appear 
paralyzed, struck by an enchanter’s wand ; and to have already pros- 
trated themselves at the feet of the despot. But on the reverse, all is 
alive in Russia ; and to an Englishman, it .is delightfril to observe the 
abhorrence with which the nobility of this country speak of terms with 
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the enemy ; and with what enthusiasm they fly to execute tiiri?' im- 
perial master’s orders. Meetings are daily held in the great Salic de 
Noblesse; and the proceedings there appear more like the privileged 
reasonings of a British parliament, than the discussions of a feudal 
assembly. And, thank Heaven, success opens to them new induce- 
ments for unrelaxcd vigour. A victory has been gained, and eleven thou- 
sand of iJie enemy have fallen. General Kamenskoy was first appointed 
to the command of the victorious division ; but owing to his illness, he 
was obliged to resign in favour of General Benningsen ; a native of 
Hanover, and lately Governor of that district of Russian Poland which 
lies near Warsaw. 

Every thing gives place to spirit-stirring war. Instead of parlies, 
concerts, and assemblies, 1 am invited to parades and reviews. The 
drawing-rooms of my friends are filled with officers in uniform ; and the 
streets swarm with soldiers. A few days ago 1 was gratified by seeing 
a most interesting body of troops march through the city, and which 
are never summoned by the Emperor but upon extraordinary occasions. 
The whole of these auxiliaries might amount to the number of fifteen 
thousand men. Tla; first w'crc called Baschkirs. 

They are a people who derive themselves from a race of Tartars called 
Tschalmates, who, in former times, used to reside on the Kama. The 
name of Bast:hkir is rather a term of opprobrium, given to them by 
their neighbours, signifying wolf, from their propensity to plunder. 
Their acknowledged country now is, amongst the Oural mountains, 
extending down to the Tartar deserts, on the borders of the rivers Ouy 
and Tobal, 'fhey formerly roamed about the southern Siberia, under 



TEAVELLING SKETCHES IN KUSSIA. 


55 


the conduct of their chiefs. But to avoid the molestation of the Sibe- 
rian Khans, they settled in their present possessions ; spreading them- 
selves along the banks of the rivers Volga and Oural, and subjecting 
themselves to the Kazunian Khanate. On the overthrow of that stati* 
by tlie Tzar Ivan Vassillievitch 11. they made a merit of necessity, and 
accepted the protection of die Russian sceptre. 

In the year 1770, they consisted of twenty-seven thousand famili(;s. 
Every tribe chooses its own ruler, who is called the Starchinis : it is 
long since they relinquished the privilege of being governed by a Khan. 
The houses, or huts which they inhabit during winter, are built in 
the fashion of the Russian villages. I’he principal part, which the 
family jitissesses, is furnished with large benches, used either as seats or 
beds. The chimney is of a conical form, about five feet high ; and is 
in the middle of the apartment. The house is usually filled with smoke : 
and by all descriptions, the economy of the whole place must much 
resemble an Irish cabin. 

In summer, the Baschkirs inhabit tents covered with felt, which, likt^ 
the huts, have divisions, and a chimney in tlie centre. A winter village 
contains from ten to fifty houses; but a summer encainpiru'nt never 
exceeds twenty tents. The most opulent are those who dwell to the 
East of Oural and the province of Isset. Some individuals of this 
nation are owners of not less than four thousand horses, who fatten on 
the richest pastures in the valley till the month of June; when thc^ 
wasps and other insects drive them into the moimtains, there to keep 
^are fast and diet with the gods^ till July recalls tliem to the plains. 
Like the patriarchs of old, the principal wealth of this people consists 
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in their ittocks and herds ; bul, what may appear very extraordinary, it 
is chiefly from iheir horses that they derive the necessaries of life; meat, 
milk, vessels, and garments. 

Primitive as these manners may seem, they arc not without educa- 
tion; as there are few Haschkirs who cannot write and read. With 
some knowUxlgC! of tillage, they yet prefer the pastoral life, which, tho.ugh 
it may be a contemplative, ernplo^mient, is certainly very likely to 
prove a lazy one. Sowing but little grain, their harvest must be very 
insufticient for their* wants. JlowevcT, they supply them in various 
other ways, and particularly by the traffic of honey. They apply 
with great success to the propagation of bex^s, making their hives in 
hollow trees for the safer protection from wild animals and accidents. 
Frequently one man is the possessor of five or six hundred of these little 
industrious commonwealths. I am ignorant of the Baschkir mode of 
taking tlw; honey ; but from the value they affix to the bees, I hope it is 
by a inor<‘ humane method than that of smothering. 

'Fhe women crftploy themselves in weaving, fulling, and dyeing narrow 
coarse cloths; they likewise make the e.loaths for the whole family. 
'J’he m<m, of the laborious classes, follow the harder toil of fabricating 
felts and tanning leather. Both sexes wear linen spun from the down 
of nettles ; and they cover their limbs with wide drawers which descend 
to the ancle. On their feet they wear the usual eastern slipper. All 
this is enveloped in a long gown, generally red, bordered with fur, and' 
fastened round the waist with a girdle, in which is placed the dagger or 
scymitar. ' llie lower orders, in winter, have a pelisse, of sheep-skins ; 
the higher ranks wear a horse-skin, in such a manner, that the mane 
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^ows down their backs, and waves in the wind. Their cap is cloth and 
of a conical ^tiape, sometimes ornamented with fhr, and sometimes 
plain, according to the wealth of the owner. Tliis is their ordinary 
cloathing. ThC garments of the women in the superior classes, arc of 
silkf buttoned before as high asrthe neck; and jBistened by a broad steel 
girdle- Their bosoms and throats are wrapped in a shawl, hung with 
strings of beads, shells and even coins. Their diversions are circum- 
scribed to religious ceremonies, births, marriages and burials ; and a 
lew other festivals peculiar to themselves. Their modes of rejoicing 
are, drinking plentifully -of sour milk; (a beverage I have no ambition 
to partake in !) singing, dancing and horse-racing. In their songs tliey 
enumerate the achievements of their ancestors, or their own ; and- 
sometimes interrupt their epic, by amatory ditties. Their songs are 
always accompanied by gestures ; which tuid much to their expression 
and effect. Their dancing is like that still practised by the common 
people of Russia to their Belloryicha (or lute), every one making 
strange faces, (perhaps the sour milk occasions these !) with as strange 
gesticulations of the hands, shoulders and hips. The motion of the feet 
is very gentle ; and the women, while thus contorting themselves, hold 
a long silk handkerchief in their hands, i^hich they cast about most 
wantonly. The use of the handkerchief is still preserved in Russia : 
and amongst the more refined movements of the nobility is transformed 
into the ^aceful exercise called the shawl-dance. 

The Baschkir soldiers are skilful in managing the bow, and are dmt- 
lerous horsemen. The military service they are obliged to perform, as 
a tribute to Russia for her protection, consists in- siding three thou- 
sand troops at least to the field, on the first summoira fi^Pfii the 
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Emperor. They do not seem to consider this as a yoke; bwt inarch 
forward with the cheerfulness of a people undertaking a voluntary 
campaign. They possess the Spartan virtue of btnng particularly re- 
spectful to old age. In all entertainments, the aged occupy the 
seats of honour; and as a coinpliinent to strangers, they arc placed 
next to the venerable fathers. The language of the Baschkirs is a 
Tartar dialect, but very different from that spoken at Kazan. 'I’hey 
are Mahometans, and much addicted to all the superstitions of the 
East. 

As this strange people marched forward, I was so struck by their 
appearance, so peculiar, grand and picturesque; so totally different 
from any thing in our quarter of Europe, that I thought myself trans- 
ported back many centuries. I Avas viewing the arniii^ of 'I'schinghis- 
Khan, or Ttunerlane ! In short, I could not believe the scene to belong 
to the present times : and every object conspired to fireservc the illu- 
sion. Tlie men were cased in shirts of mail, with shining helmets ; and 
armed with long pikes, adorned at the top Avilh various colouriKl pen- 
nons. Their other weapons v/ere swords, boAvs and arrows ; each sheaf 
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of the latter containing tAventy-four. The bows were short, and of the 
Asiatic fonn and materials, not aacII made; neither were their arrows 
carefully feathered, or strait. Yet, in spite of llw^se disadvantages, their 
dexterity in shooting at a distance, or at objects in rapid motion, is 
amazing. 

At the h^d of each squadron was carried a large standard of a forked 
shupo. Some were green, charged with gold figures of curious forms, 
enibroidcred on the stuff. Others were of red or Ayliite clptb with a 
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single A in the centre, 'fhese people were gt'iierally robust, anti of 
various litrange physiognomies : and besides llaschkirs, many succeed- 
ing stpiadrons were composed of large detachuumts from the liucliarian, 
Kalniuc, and other 'Fartar hordes. 

Their liorses arc small, and though hardy and, atttiire, not a hair more 
sightly than thost', used by the Cossacs. Inis fittle army was led on 
by two chiefs in very superb habits. A bright ebat of mail highly 
polished, covered their body to the middle of the thigh. A well-con- 
strueted'b.elinci guarded tlie head, accompanied by an equally ingenious 
prolcclioh for thte neck. A scarlet kpliibn hung from their shoulders 
down on the backs of two of tl*0?!fih^ ^BerMi^ horses I ever beheld: 
these, and the led^^rdrshifai ^^fo^!ttxveri gave a mag- 

uilieence to their 'appeatancej a union oif.edeet which my little 
sketch will perhaps conyey»! " ' 


After the corps were passed, I called in af/the Governor-general’s; 
whore I had the gck)d; fortdtte to meet with the Commander of the 
Baschkirs, and to be i»|foduci^ to him,. > conts^nw^on was highly 





me curiosity, on 


interesting ; and as he satisfied my pct^^ troi 
the subjeta of j>eopjle|;i;hc deliveri'd his replies vriili the most com- 
placent good<pature. Hi||^ military band was ord^^d into the apa.rl- 
inenU tlie'odd inslrumalk? which were not a little entertaining. 
'I’hcy played on a sort of ™de pipe, made of a' hollow rack, about two 
feet long, and pierced wip four holes.' Independent of the music it 
'4y they accompnnihd tlie notes w|th a noise made in their 
in 


||Jrf^ib|ing the tones of a bird- 
The means of producing this inward piping 

j 2 




organ played under water. 
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must be very painful, as the praclitiouer holds his breath for so long a 
time that the blood rushes rapully into his Jlaets and evi'ry muscle 
sc'eius distended to ttwlure. There was hannony certainly in the 
music, but no beauty ; wildness, but no pathos. In short, take it 
all in all, it was unlike any thing you evci* heard, excepting (if you 
ever did meet so od<l a unioij\^!' the tones of a bad Eolian harp, 
accompanied by the (Jrones orlm old bag-pipe. It was loo dull to 
laugh d.t: and instead of « ijo^piriling the soldiers thus led to tlui 
field, I should think it ve:i^'nike!y to drawl them to sleep. I Avas 
very glad to turn |||pip’ild'''^ie8ome a hiUnby, to the voice of my 
intelligent Baschkit* « and to hear hifn ‘speak of (ho merils of his 
troops, with a brave confidence honourable both to commanders 
and n«‘n. 

if 

And to be fttire, these ttoops may do veafy well when Opposed to tht'ir 
neigUbours of a similar discipline^ but Avhen compclilors uilh the 
veii'ran French, I fear they tvill lanke a very sorry stand. 

y 

Yesterday u. body of a difierent race, marched through. 1’liey 
are the Kirghises, ‘tlie gneieiit <‘npmiej»‘ of the Haschkirs : but now, 
forg('lling former Hands, under the broad banner of they as- 

semble together aigainst the eommon foe. J.)»iring lllf^^reigu of llu‘ 
Empress Anne, Uiis j)owerful ])eop}c (being a nation on the borders 
of China) eofnniitted theinselvt's to the proteeiion of Russia ; aiul 
by tli(‘ir numbers end bravery imtch facilitatc'd the commerce and 
sircngthcned^the j^p^ers of the Mpire. Tl^y are a warlike peo- 
ple; supposed SIgmates, a race who came 

originally firtnn twfe Bast ; «aid 'whn, both ^plnder Uieir ancient ap- 
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pellalioii, and the more modern one of Kirejhises, held, llu* Chinese 
in awe, and more than onai shook that wonderful power to the 
foundations. 

Their territories, in which they have numerous towns, (‘xtend from 
the river Oural and the Caspian Sea eastward as far as the Irtish, and 
the Allay Mountains, thft natural wali^lll^ China. 7’he sea of Oral, and 
Buckkaria bound them to the south. 1|^is once formidable pt'o’ph*, 
now become the auxiliaries ol‘ Russia, di4 not appear better a])poinled 
for eflieiency against European troops, than thfe Basehkirs. Thi'y wi'ri* 
armed with bows and arrows, dtglid badly mounU‘d. Their cloaths were ol* 
the Eastern fashion, with blue' kaftans and caps of various forms, soiiu' 
furred and othens plain, of the Chinese shape. Th(' Kirghi&es resemble 
their neighbours <>f China in the' character of 4»eir. faces, as well as in 
complexion and features. 

The troops wtsre divided inlotlfands of a hundrixl men, At the lit'ad 
of each, an officer carried its respe^ctive standard ; not much unlike, both 
in colour and pi^ttern, a common checi^ued silk ][ian41ierchief; bui 
1‘orked with }>oiii||$ of a distinct dye. To every pike Was also suspended 
a small pennon^ tierving to marie the division to which each individual 
was attached. effect of all these Standards recalled to my recollection 
the procession in Beard, where there are almost as ensigns of 

command, as men to command. ^ 

« 

Then followed a very fine corps tl|nocd : the KsdilkhCs* who are some 
of the best disciplined in -the Russian service. They sprupg 

from the Huns ; a peopl^ who, many years after tli« descent of tlic 
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SarnuiU^s, overwhelmed the nciglibourin^ iia lions oi Russia. Rut wliy 
should J tell you who and what they were? wlum every schoolboy 
knows their origin ; since, like the burner ol' tiie temple at Ephesus, 
they gave theinselves ig( ;*teVerla.sting renu'uibrance by the subv<;rsiou of 
the Rojiian empire, under their compiering ^Vttila. 

Tlie Mongoles, or Kalmue Tartars, were descended of ihis victorious 
race: anti marching from their [)alriarchal seat on the borders of 
China, towards the Oral and Caspian Seas ; they subdued the iulnibit- 
anls of that vast tract of country; and mingling wilh the natives, in 
the course of time were so altered from their ancient manners, as to lose 
all apparent traces of their origin. Among the hives which they sub- 
jugated and incorporated with themselves imder the general name of 
Kalinuc Tartars, were the Turkoinanes and the Kuinenies pitched near 
the Caspian Sea ; and several Sannatian and Scythian swarms which 
dwelt more to the northward, 'riiese all mhdi* one pcojolc under the 
great I’schinghis-Khan ; and following his conquering banner, overran 
Buckkaria, Persia and all China, Their nc'xt spmls were to be found 
in Russia: and owing ..to the continued feuds between the separate 
princes, it became an easy prey to the victorious Khan. In short, from 
the year 1223, when the Prince of Kief sacrificed the empire to his 
jenlousy, to thaet.pf 1554, did the Russians groan under the 7hrtar 
yoke. But at dial memorable period, the valiant arm of Ivan the 
Terrible, not only gave Ifeedorn to his country, but destroyed the 
Golden Horde of the Kahimes, the seat of the Khans, , pursued the 
remnants of their power to Kazan and Astral^li')^,; and laying both 
cities in ruins, tor ever after annihilated the sovereignty of Tartary. 
From that hour, instead of being the Lords of Russia, the Kalmucs are 
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its tributaries; and one of the marks of their subjec:tion, is tlie duty of 
attending^ the I’zar in his wars. 

If we be sensible to reflective awe, whe^': fj^hding ovt;r the ruins of 
sonui ancient inagniflccnt structure ; we carfhoti on llic Siune principle, 
behold the wreck of a onct^ powerful empire passing by, without feeling 
a rcspeclful veneration for ils Ibriner grcatiM'ss. l'lu‘se w(tc my sc'iiti- 
iTienls during the Tartar procession ; and their consequent suggestions 
cost me some sighs, w'hcn I thought on what a baseless fahrk rest all the 
glories of this world. 'I'he ainbiti^'of human nature, that never-dying 
aspiration of the soul for fame (which is only another shape in which the 
prindplc longing after Urniortality clothes itself) starts, when 

suddenly struck with the transilqry existence of sublunary advantages. 
But half ah, hour’s reflection makes oiuvsiuilo at these rc'grets ; and so, 
instead of occasional thought decking me with the dismal visage of the 
weeping philosopher, it always sends me out of school under Demo- 
critus’s colours. this be not the eflect of all thinking, it is but gi*a ve 
trifling : and if pln||«Dphy, find ibing, 

it loses its epithet, and . is not wch^ a msh. 

But a truce to moralizing^ and again to my Kahnucs. 1 inclose 
you a sketch of their fig^s and physiognomy ; 4 hd I assure you I 
have not caricatured; the Utter in the Icsist.. The strong line of their 
eye-bone is far more perpJmdicular than, that of the Chinese. Hence 
we must suppose, if Tschingis-Klian /and the renowned Tamerlane 
rt«emble their desbepAmtl, ^|ha^t/ VCnus Here shewed her old enmity 
against* the warhke,.,I^rierva,'ift’*tiie persons of her favourites; and 
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while the one blessed with the courage of Mars, the other cursed with the 
aspect of Vulcan. So much for the Tartarian heroes. Being perhaps 
well tired of their company, they shall make you their bow, with the 
tempdrary adieu of ypur very faithful friend. 
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LETTER XXXIl. 


Si. Petersbw’ghf Aprils 1807* 
J_JAVING to fulfil my engagements with the Admiralty, after many 
an anxious day, I left Mosco for St. Petersburgh late in E«‘bruary, 
and arrived here early in March. In that hospitable capital I had passed 
hours which endeared every stone to my remembrance; and the inha- 
bitants ! How shall I cease to speak of them, who were to me as the 
kindest friends ; and of some still more beloved, who blessed me with 
every heartfelt delight that renders England dear ! ■ 

I have left Mosco for a short season I hope : but when I return, it 
will not be to meet all whom I valued there. One, the most venerable 
of my friends ; one, whose doors were ever open to me ; whose tender- 
ness cherished me as a parent, is gone ! Removed to her heaAX'nly 
cx)untry ; there to receive the reward of her virtues ; the happinc'ss 
allotted to the benefactress of the wretched, and the refuge of tliem who 
liave no home. 

A few weeks before I quitted Mosco, died this revered woman. The 
instant I was apprised of the event, 1 Hastened to her palace. During 
her severe illness, those whom she honoured with her affection were 
seldom absent from her couch or anti-rchaniber. But let death strike 
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wlicn it will, th(^ blow always surprises the heart of a friend. Tfope 
lingers' for those wo love, <n'cu till the moment life is extinguished. 
The real sorrow that met my cyca on being led into the saloon where 
she lay, is more than 1 can utUT ; but 1 felt it all. I’ln' room was 
filk'd w'ith bishops and priests, and lender relations, chanting the n;- 
quiem, and praying for the disparted soul. The last lime I liad entered 
this state apartment it was then decoraU^d for a ball ; the walls blazed 
with myriads of gay lights ; the ro(jf resounded with music and the 
dance ; and beauty, smiles, and splendor, beaiiud around. The ve- 
nerable and illustrious mistress of the f^te, sht; too was there, and sat 
amidst the general festivity, enjoying with an amiable complacency 
tht! pleasures she diffused. All nolv 'was changed ! 1 returned to the 

same chamber, but, O, my God! under what different feelings, and for 
what a different purpose I My soul was ten thousand limes more 
wrought upon than if I could have shed torrents of tears. The colour 
of mourning covered tlu^ walls, funeral tapers gleamed from the hands 
of the priests, and the draperies of a vast pall met my feet : where then 
was she whose maltTual smiles had always greel(*<l my entrance ? Bitter, 
bitter was that moment I It is the survivor’s heart that pays the tax 
of death, not his who dies. 

Many around me were weeping heavily : but tlie friend of my soul, 
the living repn'sentative of the departed Saint, stood like a fixed statue 
of grief. Tlw^ coffin was blessed by the bishops; the, holy water be- 
dewed it, and the shrouded body of the best and most revered of women 
was deposited in it for fiver, at least for that ever which belongs to time, 
until the day Avhich closes time’s existence, and awakens man to 
the eternity of lieaven ! The sight of that lifeless fonn called forth all 
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that was wojnan in me. My gratitude, my sorrow, aimost turned 
me Greek ; and hardly could 1 forb<*ar falling on my kii<;es, and join- 
ing ill their prayers to the divine mercy for her j>eace and everlasting 
happiness. 

1 afterwards saw her laid in the tomb : and as the earth closed over 
her, the remembrance of all lliat she had been to me, of all that she 
had blessed me with of the jirecious part of her lieiug, that was to be 
mine for iwer ; made me feel indeed a son, and more than filial tears 
bedewed her grave. Think then, my friend, with what sentiments I 
hdl Mosco. Think how impatient I am to return to it, with that imperial 
sanction to my wishes, which will turn the houst^ of mourning into 
that of jt)y ! 

To perfonn my promise, and to obtain a greater, 1 came to St. 
Pelersburgh. But, on the very day in which I entered it, the sublunary 
lord of my fate, the Emperor, left it. This was a new blow to me. 1 
had no njsource but patience, and to await his return from the fronti(?rs. 
Meanwhile, I am employing every hour in the fulfilment of my Admiralty 
engagements,*lhat I may throw myself upon his goodness with a bi’tter 
grace. He was gone to join the army : proving, by every act, how true 
he is to the cause ; when he not only directs the helm of war, but exposes 
his person to its hottest balls. 

On my arrival, I found our new Anibassador the Marquis of Douglas ; 
and a jxilitical scene, somewhat different from that of Mosco. All 
there was arms and glory : but here commercial interest a little di- 
luted the ardour of the people. The treaty of commerce with Enghmd 
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had expired ; and no hopes were entertained of its being renewed. The 

absence of the Emperor, besides many obstack^ in^lhe imperial, cabinet, 

■ 

traversed die unremitled exertions of our Ambassador: nothing satis- 
factory on this head could be obtained. And indeed it is hardly to fbe 
expected that the leaders of the Russian commercial department, having 
learnt the value of their own commerce, and the manner of carrying it 
on ; will again put such advantages out of their own liands. The native 
merchants have been our apprentices for near three hundred years ; so 
'we must not be surprised they should now wish to set up for themselves,* 
and reap the fruit of their own vineyard. To encourage them, is the in- 
terest of the nobles, whose vassals they in general are ; and to see them 
pr08^ro.tis is the delight of the Monarch ; for, considering himself the 
fatlier of all his people, the happiness of the lower ranks is not less his 
object than that of the higher. And to shew the trading part of his 
.subjects the respect in which tliey should in future be held, a little while 
ago he gave them a magnificent dinner, at which he presided in person ; 
and on leaving the apartment, presented each with a medal of himself, 
reversed with emblems of commerce. At preseul, llie two great civic 
aims of this august Monarch, are, to give gradual freedom to the vassals 
of the empire.; and to establish its commerce on a wide and firm foun- 
dation. None can contemplate these projects without admiring the 
patriotic Alexander ; and congratulating the people w’ho are so happy 
as to be under his sway. 


Indeed,. the difference between him and his immediate predecessor 
must, U) persons who have lived under both reigns, appear a translation 
from hell to heaven. The one seemed guided by a caprice alone ; the 
other always under the direction of right r^son. Not an hour ago, I 
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mel in the strtMst, one of the existing mementos of tlie Emperor Paul's 
extra vaganees. • During one of that Monarch's visits to the dock- 
yards, lie observed a boor calking the bottom of a ship with great di- 
ligence. “ That seems a very clever fellow !" observed the Eni|ieror. 
And drawing towards him, he examined his work with the most 
delighted scrutiny. 

“ Admirably calked !” cried he, “ you must be rewarded for this.” 

The man, Expecting a few mbits, prostrated himself in gratitude 
before his sovereign. “ Rise, rise cried the Monarch ; “ I conl’er on 
you the rank of Lieutenant-general!” certainly a Lord High-admiral 
would have been more in character ivitli liis marine employment. But the 
poor follow sprung on his feet in a rapture ; and, I am not sure whether 
he did not embrace the Emperor. However, tliis did not satisfy Paul ; 
but having him instantly clothed in the unifonn belonging'lo his new 
dignity, he tln’ew over his neck the badges of several mililary orders I 
The calker was now made a Lieutenant-general, but unmade as a 
rational creature. So great was his ccstacy at this floo<l of honours, 
that his reason was overset'; and ever afU'r he lived a sad monument 
of human folly and human weakness. Yet I know not whether he is 
to be considered as a pitiable object either ; for he seems perfectly 
happy. He has^^ handsome pension setllcil on him for life ; and passes 
his time in walking about the streets of St. Pelersburgh in full military 
dress, decorated with, his stars and ribbons ; and accosting every man 
of rank he meets with the intimate salutation of a brother. It is pleas- 
ing to see how blest he considers himself with the possession of his 
knighthoods, although he purchased them at the expence of his wits. 

9 
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And indeed, when wc consider the low situation from which the late 
Emperor elevated him, it is ten to one but his insanity has saved him 
a thousand mortifications from the disdain of his now equals. It is 
evident, from the effect of his new <lignity, that he was a proud man ; 
and therefore, had he preserved his senses, and met ivith contempt, it 
is most probable that he would have s<x)ii ended his generalized career 
with a broken heart. 

I had the honour of being presented to this curious pcTsonage, when 
1 was last at the residence : and this morning, passing along the stn^tl, 
he descried me at a little distance ; and hastily crossing the way, em- 
braced me with open arms. The greeting “ I am happy to sec your 
Excelletiey looking so well !” covered his rough filatures with smilt;s ; and 
waving his head to and fro, as if all the dignities of the world were 
]ilumcd there; he talked with me, to my own door, as familiarly of 
Counts and Princes, as if he had Iieen born their equal, and had passed 
his life in their councils. This little anecdote is a sufficient spt'cimen of 
the mad caprice of the late Monarch, and of its ridiculous and mischiev- 
ous consequences. 

1 am at present so thoroughly engaged in finishing my pictures for 
the Admiralty, that you must not Ik^ .surprised at the curtailed size of 
my letters; for, every time I dip my pen in ink to yop, 1 rob the com- 
memoration of the glories of Peter the Greats of a few of its rays. In 
.short, if I do not sit close to them (so many other objects press upon 
my attention), I fear they will be most shamefully shorn of their beams : 
but remember, I mean to say, that Peters’s actions give their own light ; 
my hand, by restoring them to the eye, merely puts aside the clouds 
with which lime had obscured their brightness. 



TRAVKJLiI.HfG SKETCHES IN RUSSIA. 


71 


My portrait of the Tzar is finished, and already deposited in the 
great saloon of the Hermitage, until tliat of the Admiralty be prepared 
tor its reception. At present I have tlie defeat of Admiral £inshield, 
&c. &c. to complete ; and bifing engaged in so many formidable 
achievements, will be a sufficient apology for tlic hasty adieu of your 
ever faithful friend. 
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LETTER XXXIIT. 


St. Peiersburghf October, 1807- 

^^FFAIRS of the greatest moment to your friend have kept his jour- 
nalising pen in its case during thcSe many months : buUyou arc too 
well informed of them, to need any apology for not transmitting a 
history of the public disasters which have so heavily struck at my 
private peace. 


The whole cry here is tlie non-arrival of our troops off Danlaic ; and 
he who till then greeted every Englishman as a brother, now turns from 
even a friend of that nation with a cold bow of suspicion. The battle 
of Friedland has been lost, the treaty of Tilsit signed, and the whole 
face of affairs entirely changed. 1 could hardly believe that I am 
awake, did I not feel in every nerve the alteration which stabs my 
happiness. I see two countries that I love, on the point of variance : — 
I see more in prospect ^an my heart at preset can bear to dwell on. 

The French General is in St. Petersburgh as Ambassador. He carries 
himself with all the gorgeous parade of the court he represents ; and 
drives about in an equipage more becoming an Eastern Satrap than., a 
hardy soldier. Splendid as his externals may be, 1 cannot find a similar 
refinement *^in bis manners. 1 was told that the other day he dined in 
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company where som^ of our countrymen were present. The conversa- 
tion fell on military affairs. E^gypt was mentioned ; and an E^nglish 
gentleman, meaning to do a courtesy to the French General, paid some 
compliments on the conduct of Meuou at Alexandria. 

“ Aye," cried the Frenchman, ** but had one of Napoleon’s boats 
been there, Alexandria had never fallen to the British." 

What Englishman’s blood did not rise at this reply ? and what ought to 
have been the silencing answer.^ 

“ Where then were these mighty boats that Napoleon did not bring 
tliem to the siege of Acre 

No response could be made to this: and the blushes of every French- 
man present were not requisite' to declare the mortifying consciousness 
that their Emperor had been beateuy and by an Englishman. The man 
still lived who had made him fly ; who had driven him from the Holy 
Land he had polluted with apostacy ; and who, by that heaven-directed 
action, locked the gates of the East against his menaced usurpations ! As 
the proud Duke of Austria trembled before the name of the Jirst Camr de 
Lion, the no l68S haughfy Emperor of -the French must (wer start at that 
of the second. 

You will be surprised that 1 should be unable to say much of the 
French General, from 'my own personal loiowledge: he possessed no 
magnetic powers over me, and therefore 1 kept as due a distance as T 
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My liOrd Gow(‘r (having suceeded ihc Marquis of Douglas, now 
goiiti into tine interior to visit Mosco), recc'ived a note from the guvern- 
inent, intimating, that as a British Embassador he was no longer neces- 
sary at the Court of St. Petersburgh. l?iVery thing is now preparing for 
his departure : and consequently, as Fnmeh inteixistis gaining ground, 
the British declines. All ol’ our nation arc eager to leave the country. 
Changed indetid is the face of things ! But as it is the gen<Tal idea that 
the new amity cannot last, and as abiding in tlic empire, under my pecu- 
liar circumstances, would militate; against my feelings as an Eoglishmuu, 
who considers the. duties he owes his King, and his owm character as a 
loyal Briton, as puruinount to all olher interests ; I shall make the 
earliest application for my passports. 


Novembe?'. 

Since I wrot(' the above, the new Embassador has arrived from Paris 
to replace the old, who returns to his master. This man is even h^ss po- 
lished than his predecessor, or els<^ a bolder professor of the law winch 
makes all means admissible to serve a desired end. Indeed, so little de- 
cency has he in vaunting his bloody deeds, that when a lady of rank, 
the other day, aske<l him how he could gel any persons hard-hearted 
enough to shoot the Duke d’Enghcin, he replied with the greatest cool- 
ness, “ O madam, 1 took care of that.” — With neither of these diplo- 
matic gentlemen have I any acquaintance ; so, my tlcar friend, you must 
excuse me sending you no belter specimens of their merits. 

' ' ' ' c 

In the midst of tliese political revolut^ions, which are on. the point of 
dividing me- for a lime from the object most precious to me on earth* 1 
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hav<? received the pakiful intelligence of the dt'alh of iny illustrious 
friend, the venemble Prince (lallitzen. Of such slufl' is this life (toiu- 
posed! Separations I Deaths I 'I'hey are hard tugs upon the heart. P>ut 
Hope, iny friend, that smiling angel, looks in ; anil Dt'spair, just lower- 
ing ov(;r the soul, is put to dighti 1 thank Ood for having given her 
to rue afi^ a sweet (roniforter through all my ills : and even under this 
heavy disai)pointin(*nl, when the rupture between two mighty natioirs 
opens a gulph betwixt me and my happiness ; even now she promise's 
brighter days to come, and f find the pangs of .separation less in- 
lohTable. 

This seems the very season of afUiction. 'fhe poor Queen of (.leorgia 
has also breathed her last sigh. The Primre Bagration was of her fa- 
mily ; and during ht'r seclusion in Russia, she ft^lt hei’self still a Sovereign, 
while listening to accounts of the coniinanding virtues of her kinsman. 
She was to b<' buried with a pomp suitable to her rank ; and I wimt to 
the great perspective td be a spectator of the ceremony. 

Tlie Emperor and the (Irand Duke, with tlic Court, attendeil ; an<l 
also a procession of four thousand men, witli twelve pieces of cannon, 
and their military bands. The solemn tones of the dirges, and tlie awful 
response of the minute guns as the line pfoceedcxl, had a very striking 
effect. Tlie rich habits of tlie bishops and priests, with those of the 
Imperial family and the Court, and llu' long black-rolxxl mules bearing 
torches, by the extraordinary variety anil mingling of tlu’ gay colours of 
life, with the mourning hues of death, increased the rcflei'lions of the 
obscorVer, and deepimed the melancholy of the scene. 
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Tlie coffin* covered with a magnificent pall, was borne on a bier, and 
sdppotted by ten men in military habits. Over their heads a cahopy 
was carried, feathered and crowned according to her royal’ dignity. 
Several noblemen preceded and follow(!d the body, bearing on embroi- 
dered cushions the various insignia of a sovereign. Thus passed the 
Queen of Georgia I The scene was fraught with such food for medita- 
tion ; and meditations which, in these portentous limes, are so Cassandra- 
like in their prognostics, that 1 hurried from the church, quite in the 
dismals, to talk over the past, present, and to come, with my dear Mosco 
friend, now arrived in St. Petersburgh. 

My pictures I had finished. They were deposited in the Hermitage 
With that of Peter the Great ; and I now only waited for rny passport 
to carry me across the frontiers into Sweden. It was the depth of winter, 
and I ordered the necessary equipages for that sort of travelling. 
The passport was sent to me. All was now closed with me in Russia, 

A 

except to take my leave of the Imperial head of the Court in which 1 
had experienced so much kindness, I was received with a condescension 
that redoubled my every hope ; and as I received the most gratifying 
marks of the amiable Alexander’s approbation, and interest in my fate ; 
I willidrew from his presence with sentiments of never-dying respect 
and gratitude, and with the dear conviction that “ it would not be long 
before peace would reunite the two countries, and bring me back Jto 
Russia and to happiness 1” 

That night I slept not. 1 passed it in the saloons of some of my best 
friends ; and freighted with many a gentle sigh to distant England, I 
parted from some. But from others, than /nendship dearer J their tears 
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are yet upon my cheek ; and the blessings of those whom Heaven, by 
age seems particularly to have consecrated to itself, still dwell on my 
head ; and 1 trust were not breathed in vain. 

The tenth of December, five in the morning ! Remember that tliis day 
is the most fearful of his life to tliy fortune-persecuted friend. ^ 
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LETfER XXXIV. 


Aboy December y ] 80? . 

qn the lonlh of December I left St. Petersburgh for Stockholm ; 

hiiving had a couple of kihitkas uiadt; oh a lighUT utid larger con- 
struction than those ust^d in Russia, and betUn* adapted to the Swtxlish 
roads. One of these vehiclt'S was for myself, and the dlhi^r for my 
honest serv'ant Gerard Schmidt. The hospiudity and atUaition of my 
friends, provided me with every portable necessary for the journey ; which 
at this season of the year is both tedious and dangerous. 

1 found the roads good ; and got on very rapidly through Russian 
Finland. This part of the empire is flat and marshy; covered with huge 
masses of granite, standing so thick in some places, as at a distance to 
bear the appearance of cpnsiderable villages. These deceptions, no 
doubt, oflen occasion bitter disappointment to the foot traveller who, 
worn with fatigue and hunger, hopes a finv steps farther to find rest and 
refreshment: but drawing near, meets an assetnblage of solitary stones ! 
Vast tracks of this country are thinly scattered with low and meagre fir 
trees ; the aspect, consequently, is very desolate ; but whether it be 
really as bad as it seems, I will not pretend to sfiy ; for while the bosom 
of nature is so overspread with snow, it is impossible to form a right 
jutlgment of its cultivation. 
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The Finlanders are of a small stature, sharp featured, and usually 
without any apparent beard. They have light complexions ; with fair 

hair, worn long and micombed on each side of their head. Brown 

woollen kaftans short to the knee; with loose black pantaloons and 
lioots, make up their ap[)arel. Now and then, as a Avonderful finery, 
a sort of worked decoration adorns their upper garments. Their caps 
are unvaryingly of the same shape. In short, seeing one Finlander is 
seeing them all ; and my sketch is as like their rude exterior as if it 
had been cut out by one of their own taylors. A most barbarous 
animal you will think I have made of the poor Fin : but I must say, in 
excuse for so hiveterafe a lilceticss, that take them altogether, their ap- 
pearance is ten times more savage than the grimmest Russian 1 ever 

met, wrapped like a wild beast in his hairy shoub. Certainly llie 

de:8Cription is not so bearish, but the reality would convince you at <}nce 
of their hideous fold ensemble; to account for it, I refer you to better 
physiognomists in faces and garbs ; lor, that the Fins are so frightful, 


The reason wliy, I cannot tell •, 

But 80 it is, dear Doctor Fell !” 

Viborg was tlie first town of any magnitude 1 [)as8ed through ; ami 
in that place I presented the Governor with niy pass]>ort, who counter- 
signed it, and treated 'me very civilly. The town is a seti-port, ami Ihe 
capital of a government which bears its name; it is also a bishop^s see ; 
and carries on a considerable trade with England. Peter the First took 
it from the Swedes in 1710, improved its fortifications, and Russia has 
ever since retained it as one of her strongest bulwarks against that 
brave people. 
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I found the inns large and dirty : a very usual property* you will 
think* Qf all receptacles for travellers oa these • northem roads. Aye* 
and on every road that I liave travelled* southward* eastward* and 
westward* excepting England. Our little island possesses not a more 
striking characteristic than the cleanliness and comfort of its habitations, 
fioni the palace to the cot* inns* and even ale-houses included. 

The hotd of Viborg was rendered still more prolific in all manner of 
filthy abominations* by a party of soldiers quartered there; the whole 
city being filled with Russian troops. The villages around were likewise 
overflowing with this military flcK>d* on its passage to tlie frontiers of 
Sweden. As I followed the track* I passed numerous regiments on 
their march : their cannon, war carriages, troops of Cossacs, and other 
accompaniments; sometimes, proceeding in scattered parties* and at 
others, halting in groupes of various positions, could not fail of pro- 
ducing picturesque and interesting scenes. 'Ihirty thousand men* 1 
am told, is Uie present Russian force in Finland. And to me it will be 
surprising* if they do not fall upon Sweden much sooner tlmn that 
kingdom expects the attack. 

On ray approach to the borders, 1 found the country become hilly, 
and assume a more savage outline. The mountainous and rugged scenery 
of Salvator Rosa, will give you a very just idea of the face of this wild 
country. It is the very theatre in which a romance writer ^would place 
his supernatural visitants, or a painter his banditti. When , the snow is 
off, I have no doubt that tlie return of warmer sipis will crown many 
of these now barren rocks with a verdure, which* in some places* must 
soften into haanty their prevailing grandeur. The. eye and the jnta^r 
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natieSi, with a too-prolonged gaze on gigantic nature^ turn with 

delight to the littie green valley, wheje scmie cottage lurks, embosomed 
in trees, pnnnising rest and cheerfulness witli its humility. 

Aboriforce is the last of the Russian possessions in this extensive pro- 
vince, which anciently was called Carelia ; and now marks the boun- 
of the Russian empire on the side of Sweden. Here my baggage 
was examined, and all the imperial coin and paper money taken from 
me, foi* which I received Swedish in exchange. Having shewed my 
passport to the commanding officer, and passed the lines, in a few 
minutes I was no longer in the territories of Alexander ; I no longer 
breathed the*air of the same empire with one, 'who was as part of my 
own being. Call me not romantic ! but at that moment I found the 
pangs of separation renewed atiesh ; and had I not had the remembrance 
of the parting graciousness of its august Monarch to quiet my anxieties, 
with what a redoubled gloom should I have prepared myself to encounter 
the gulph that was yet to divide me further ! But Hope, my faithful 
ally, rose again before me ; and I Avillingly followed her visionary 
flight, as I lay wrapped up in my kibitka, till she seemed to alight on 
the temple of Concord, and reuniting the hands of Russia and England. 
Ah, my iriend ! had the shrewdest seer that ever pretended to read the 
stars, have told me three years ago, that the political conduct of two 
great empires, in the year 1807, would immediately influence my future 
fate, i should have laughed at so pompous a prediction for so insigni- 
ficant a personage, and have told the prophet, that the storms on the 
mountains would never reach my humble dell. But so it is : and peace 
or war opens to me all my joys, or shuts tiiem from me, with bars more 
impraetrable than walls iron; 

VOL. II. . M 
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Having left Aberforce, which is nothing ilHorc thaii a ioiig‘ttn6of hills» 
well defended .with huge bulwarks of granite, I passed over a low piece of 
neutral territory, that in a few numuEits brought me to the Swedish filon* 
tiers. Here I found a very slendar guard ; aiid after the forma- 
lities, passed through them with great ease. | was rather surprised to 
fold so sli^t a defence opposed to the coming ramy ; but as 1 pro- 
ceeded my astonishment increased, as I rarely saw any thing bearing the 
least affinity with arms : and when I recalled the large army I had just 
quitted, on the foil march to overwhelm this country, I was totally at a 
loss how to account for so unguarded a security. ' thither the informarion 
they, receive must be very bad, or some policy is carrying on beyond 
my comprdiension ; for I cannot seriously suppose that Baron de Sted- 
d|nge, the worthy representative of the royal Gustavus on the frontiers, 
would allow so hostile an appearance to escape his vigilance. Whatever 
may be the occult reason for the present tranquillity, all is at perfect 
rest in Swedish Finland. Liberty and comfort smile every where; 
peace sits on every countenance,- and decorates the landscape, as if this 
had been her cHosen rrign for many a year. The view was delightfol ; 
and had 1 not been sure tlmt Bdlona was at my heels, ready to burn up 
thdr present and promised happiness, I might have enjoyed the scene ; 
but the prospect of its impending destruction, like the mystical hre of 
the Scottish wizard, disturbed my fancy; and I was glad to press 
forward. 

The means of travelling rapidly do not fall off in Swedish Finland. 
The horses are smaller than those on the Russian side ; but their motion 
in descending the hills is so swift, as to be reailly terrific. Every 
thing seemed to partake of the activity of these animals; for although 
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they were obliged tp, be »e»t for, at different stages, ftoni the neighbour- 
ing boors, yet all was dis|mtcbed with such promptitude tliat 1 was de- 
tained a very short time af the post4ioum, and speeded on my journey 
almost as quickly as in England. , 

There is imthing. particularly , striking or singular in the of the 

people. . Their countenances resemble the lower class of Germans;^ and 
their mannm are good-natured, with a little alloy of inqui^tiveness, 
which, though teasing to strangers, is a sign of .tlieir being on the alert ; 
a siffe promise of luture improvement.- Curiosity is the soil for a rich 
mental harvest : and where it is not, you may sow and sow ; but it rots 
where it lies, having no vigour in the bed to change its state and excite 
it to fructify. It is a duty, of a legislator to put to good use this propi- 
tious dispositipn in a people. 

1 cannot pass any encomiums on the towns and villages 1 travelled 
through in my way to Abo. The road leading to this city grows very 
'hilly, an4 lu the line of country strongly resembles the north of Ireland. 
Cultivation seems not to be neglected, for through the snowy veil 
whicl;)i covered the face of the ground, I could perceive the signs of nu- 
merous enclosures, mtersecting the vallies, and climbing up the ^ides 
pi the hills. These divisions were markol with long thin bodies of 
felled trees, laid in an oblique direction, and supported at due distances 
by uprights of iMronger wood, like the fences used in the northern parts 
pf, Amerind 

Abo is a place of grpat ippute, considered t^ie capital of Swedish 
l^nfend, and is situated in a ^>llow between two hi^ and naked gra> 
nite hiUs, on die point where the gulphs of Bothnia and Finland unite. 
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The town has a good harbour, with every other tnaritinieconvenience. In 
1620, that mirror of princes, the great Gustavus Adolphus, founded a 

r 

gymnasium here, which his daughter the Queen Christina, a few years 
afterwards changed into an academy, and endowed with the same privU 
leges as Upsala; The only royal court ofjudicature in Finland is held at 
this place ; and here the Governor of the province usnsdly resides. It 
is also a bishop's see. The church is large and of brick ; built, they teU 
me, by a Metropolitan named Henry, who was an Fnglislunan. 1 did 
not look at it with the. less regard, you may believe, from these cir^ 
cumstances. The organ may be ranked amongst the best in Eurbpe 
its tones indeed equalled any I had ever heard : and as the notes of 
the singers accompanied them, I know not whetlier there w^e really a 
resimiblance, or that the idea of the founder put fancy in the place of feet 
into my head, but certainly 1 thought the voice of one of the choristers 
resembled the tones of one with whom you arc very well acquainted : 
but he rose from his seat, and there ended the likeness. Surely nothing 
more quickly recalls the images of the absent, than hearing tunes that 
they have admired, or sounds resembling their own voice. I started* 
when 1 heard those in tlie church of Abo ; and almost thought I was in 
the parlour in. G——~, listening to the air with which you sung the words 
of our favourite hero, Tfie plume of war^ with early laureli crowned f Nature, 
you see, is very consistent. What reminds travellers of their friends, 
recalls exiles to their country : who can forget the power cf the Ranz des 
VaekeSi over the Swiss soldiers } And which of us Brihms, were we even 
enjoying all the luxuries of life in a foreign clime, could suddenly 
hear the well known notes df Rule Britannia^ and ntA feel his heart and 

soul fly back to England ? ' ■ \ 

* 

Having left the choir> I examined the monuments of die church ; 
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but met with little gratification^ as they possessed no interest, except to 
die families whose relatives they cover. They are generally flat stones 
on the lavement, or against the walls, ivithout graces, either of archi- 
lecture or inscription. One T observed rather more eminent tlian the 
rest ; and found it to be tlie Ijpist bed of General Wedderburn, a Briton 
who died in the service of Sweden about two cenlmies ago. 1 visited 
the university. The institution is admirable; and the new edifice for 
the use of the students is in great forwardness, and seems to promise 
both convenience and b^uly. The streets of the town are narrow, 
and the houses generally built of wood, precisdy in the common 
Russian style ; differing only in the. dear essentials of being always aired 
and clean. The river Aurojochi winds through the city to the gulph ; 
and when the navigation is open, this is a place of considerable trade 
and consequence. During the period of traffic (when spring unlocks the 
seas), regular boats are kept for the purpose of conveying passengers 
and their equipages direct across to Stockholm ; which short voyage 
generally lasts no longer than from fourteen to twenty-four hours. 
Thus gliding gently over the waves, the happy he who travels und^ 
summer suns, avoids the inconveniences of stoppages, the expensive 
wretchedness of the islands, and lands himself fresh and gay on the 
opposite shore. 

The winter vehicles of this country differ materially from those of 
Russia, being extremely light, narrow and long, seldom shorter than 
ten fe^. Tlie person or persons sit in the centre ; and he who drives 
stands behindi a seat is sometime affixed, whereon the whip may sit if 


Having seen all worthy observation at Abo, although the Russ 

9 
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Consul Mr. Bruinni, and also the Governor, to whom I brought letters, 
have behaved with the greatest attention to me, yet 1 shall remain as 
short a time as possible; being eager, by immediately facing the 
dangers of a passage through the gulph, to prevent die aceumulation of 
more, and to get over the preseht collection, as fast as possible. I am 
told that Ulysses never met with more horrible perils amongst the isles 
of the Syrens, than I am to encounter amidst the .isles of Bothnia. 1 
fear they will be in less agreeable shapes than beautiful women ; and 
expecting rather to meet with sea-storms than sea-nymphs, I commit 
mys^ to your orisons; hoping soon, from Stocikholm; again to sign 
myself your faithful friend. 
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LElTliR ixXV. 


Warsalay Islet of Bothma^ Decendter, 1807. 
T AM now engulphed, my good fnend I When 1 shall set foot on terra 
Jinm again 1 cannot prognosticate. ' Nou^t is around me but shoals 
of ice and barren rocks : if I had an enemy wicked enough to enjoy my 
polar banishment, how happy would he be no^ ! I am arrived to the 
very acmi of northern discomfort ; ?nd could scarcely be worse off were 
I encountering, with the unfortunate Ajust, the Cimmerian depths of 
the Greenland Seas. But 1 will not anticipate my narrative ; in due 
order you shall have my exit from Abo. 

Well then, on Mbnday morning, I and my faithful Squire, sallied 
forth in our kibitkas towards Rising, a village about six Swedish miles 
from Abo, and the last collection of houses that is resorted to by pas- 
sengers taking the direct road across the gulph to Stockholm. Here 
I rested a little while to reconnoitre my movements ; and so dreary was 
the prospect, and dismal the accounts which the natives gave of the 
voyage at this season of the year, that my impatience to reach die 
Swedish capita], seemed hardly an excuse for the boldness of the en- 
t^rise. However, I had reasons enough to determine me; Schmidt 
was willing to follow his master ; and notwithstanding the fearful por- 
tents, we prepared to attempt the hrst islahd. What increased the 
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hazard was the unsettled state of the weather ; which, freesfcing one hour, 
and thawing the next, rendered the greater part of the ice on ,the gulph 
too weak to bear our kibitkas, and yet too strong to allow of its being 
broken to admit the action of a boat. This representation did not quite 
convince me; and on 'enquiring %irther I was told, that on examining 
the passages, it was found that an intermingled fluid and frozen mode of 
conveyance might be possible. 

I therefore sought for a part of the gulph hard enough to start from ; 
and at last lit upon a pretty opeh space still in a liquid state, at some 
distance frorn which the ice seemed thick enough to bear our weight. 
On tlMJ proclamation of this discovery, a number of villagers of 'both 
sexes turned out to escort and assist us over. £^ch was provided with 
an iron-pointed staff ; and some carried the addition of a hammer- 
headed-axe, in order to sound the way, or to break the ice when neces- 
sary. My kibitkas were each placed in a separate boat, and our little 
troop eihbarked with them. A short time brought us to the frozen 
part on which I had fixed my eye ; the natives got out first to try its 
strength, but to my no small disappointment, found it so weak that it 
hardly bore themselves.. Their only resource for me, was to bicak a 
passage, by means of their axes and the prow of the first vessel : and 
fliis they did with most indefatigable labour, till we penetrated through 
the midst of the ooiigealed plain to the distance of three quarters of an 
English mile. 

' Duiiiig this toil,! we had a tremendous gale of wind, attended so 
piercing a sleCt, that the breaking up of the sunrotmdiDg iee wiB threat- 
ened, which must have inevitably ingnlphed tn all, mplt seriooidy 
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cngulphed ! for my companions expected no less, for some dreadful hours, 
than that the bursting and rushing ice would overwhelm us for ever. 
However, we found the frozen fluid grow stronger as we drew nearer 
the island ; and it soon,,, most happily, allowed us to haul the sledges 
from the bohts, and proceed, if not on Ann land, on firm ice, towards 
the shore. 

With the men aifd women dragging the sledges (on which you must 
remember our kibitkas are fastened), and at every yard, striking our 
footing, to sound its thickness ; after a cold, wet and benumbing peram- 
bulation, we at length reached Warsala. But what did we meet ? not 
the warm comforts which would have cheered us from even the wave- 
beaten cottage of a poor Scot, had we landed in a rough night on one of 
our stormy Hebrides ; but such chilling wrelcJiedness, such dirt and 
penury w^c exhibited here, that 1 had much ado to persuade myself 
not to prefer returning to the dangers of the gulph, bcl'ore passing a 
night in so miserable a spot. But haxl I decided so, my Conveyors 
would not ; and forcetl to be resign^ to wliat was inevitable, I entered 
a hovel, fitter to be the den of sea-monsters tlian a habitation for th(^ 
human race. 

The hire claimed by ray Finlanders for their aquatic services, was 
three rix-dollars,—- a tolerable sum, though hardly earned ; for, certainly, 
their labour,'*’ and the risepK^ tliey^ ran, would have been ill^aid by 
thrice as much. But danger is their harvest. During the perilous stale 
bf the wbtera at this season of the year, the demands of the islanders for 
npy exertion of this kind, are sddom so moderate. The price they 
£laim;fbd^ totally of their own fixing, impositions, and every act of 

N ' 
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knavery towards the p(H)r traveller* are commonly the practice. Their 
artifices, and tlie ignorance of foreigners in the language of the country, 

f 

and the uncertain value of the current money, all conspire to fill the 
purses of the natives, and lo empty those of the unlucky way-faring 
strangers. 

Having got over the dreary night in this noisome place, 1 found, to riiy 
no small discomfiture, that to stir the next day was impossible. The ice, 
all around, was in a worse stale than on the preceding evening, -That 
day passed, and another, and another ; and still no hope. Every morning 
I ordered the ice to be tried ; and every morning I returned from the 
experiment, musing on the blessing of' patience. 

What little strength th<^ element possessed lay on the Elsing side, for 
two or three other travellers arrived, to inen^ase the wants of our houseless 
and famishing garrison. This island, like most others in its neighbour- 
hood, is mothing more than a huge rock, thinly covered with a meagre 
soil, hardly suHicienl to yield the inhabitants a little grass as a gala treat 
for a cow, or as much pulse for themselves as will sustain nature. There 
arc not more than twenty-five habitations iu the whole island. These are 
divided into two groupcs of hovels on separate parts of the rock, and 
comprise all the population arid accommodation of the place. Eiich 
house that pretends to any eminence ovtT the rest (which are only a 
couple of post-houses), possesses a windmill close lo its side ; and with- 
in, cpnsists of one large kitchen, which is refectory, dormitory, and as 
many etceteras as you choose to add to ,ils capabihtiea.: Here the 
family^ day and night (and odier live stock besides), all pig t&g&hpr ; 
leaving a lictter room, with one solitary bed- in it, tis a reserve' for ’trifi. 
vellers. Think then, with two such miserable holtis in the whole island. 
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what is the distress when perhaps hall' a dozen parties arc weather-bound 
here for weeks ! 

The where-withal to satisfy hunger, is simple and circumscribed ; 
viz. black bread, with a most nauseous beer; and by way of luxury, a 
little bad salt-fish : the less the betUT ! you will say ; and 1 am so [)er- 
feclly of your mind, that had I bt:en doomed to such pro\'ender, 1 must 
have contented myself with their Spartan bread alone ; for 1 most 
assuredly would have left the beer and the fish, either to their more Hot-- 
tentot appetites, or as a peace-offering to my jailors, tlu; waves. Heiice 
you sec the necessity, on one of these voyages, to be provided with 
every thing in the provision way ; even to loading your kibitka with as 
weighty burthens as accompanied Sir Francis Wronghead’s journey to 
London. My stock, both of aliments and patience, was wearing out 
so fast, that I thought it expedient to dare anothcT trial on the gulph. 
I knew if I w’aited till we might embark without any danger, I should 
remain in Warsala till the spring; and therefore, determining to make 
the essay next morning, I called my servant to prepare for a second 
launching. 

My host, an old rascally post-master, wht> pn'feri'ed oui dollars Ix^fwe 
his own honesty, afltT having imposed upon us by his extortions, now 
sought to intimidate me from proceeding, by a thousand lies. However, 
I was resolved; and engaging to give the peasants a very handsome 
price for their assistance, attended by Schmidt, and my train dragging 
die boats and kibitkas after us, I set off early in the morning, wrapjied 
in my Russian shoub, and walking many miles up to my knees in 
water on the ice. At a certain spot we entered the boats, and got 

N 2 
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on a little way ; or rather 1 should say, got into a labyrintli of ice-slioals 
and impediments of every kind. Here we beat about for sevOTal hours, 
and at last, as ill luck would have it, or as if some malignant fUte des- 
tined me to perish in this loathsome island ; after all the labour, danger 
and pain we had undergone, I was obliged to return to Warsala in the 
middle of the night following, wet, benumbed and sulky. 

Here then I am again, with the happy prospect of passing. Heaven 
knows how many, more days in. eold, filth and famine. 1 wish tlu; sea 
would, some time or other, do this island the favour of a thorough wash- 
ing ; and then, I am sure, more living creatm*es of the creeping and jump- 
ing species would be drowned in the Hood, than ever filleil the waters 
at the general deluge. 1 can safely say that the sort of evils which 
annoy me here, 

*Come not in single spiesy but in battalions ! 

Happy are those beings who bring into the world such hardihood of the 

senses, that they can as jHeasaiitly encounter a common sewer as a bed 

of flowers ; or sleep in a pig-stye as comfortably as on a clean mattrass !" 

Cleanliness, you will readily bcli<;ve, is the chief of the dii penates 1 

worship in my travels. Give m<> clean straw, clean water, and a clean 

crust, and I could voyage it from ibe Zenith to the Nadir without a mur- 

« 

mur : but nastiness is as bad to me, as the spear in the fttces of the young 
Romans: when it appears, I could gladly turn my. back. 

On my return to the island, I found a very worthy countryman of 
our own, who had been there fourteen days before f first arrived ; who 
remained the following eight in which 1 was in\prisoned ; and who. 
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like myself^ is now threateneci with perhaps other eight or fourteen 
more, to be enjoyed in this delectable spot! While luy patience 
was oozing out at every pore, he sat contentedly, smiling at my disap- 
pointment, and trying to argue me into the belief that din was no 
evil. He then good-humouredly 'laughed at his own rhetoric ; and 
bringing me. to acknowledge, that in certain cases, delicacy, or even 
regard for (‘ommon decency, was no good, 1 became a little better 
reconciled to endure. 

From the masculine vocations of the females here, their persons, of" 
course, cannot be of the loveliest mold. Active as men, they arc as 
robust ; and soon lose the tender complexion of their own sex, in the 
rough exterior of ours. 'J’hey work like horse's, both Avi liter and sum- 
mer, in assisting travellers to pass, by this route, to Stockholm; and 
you will see them for hours up to their middle in the snow-Avater, 
and tugging^ at the Ixiafs or sledges, without present fatigue or after 
injury. 

Their dress consists of a Avoollen bed-gown of gay colours in stripes ; 
their stockings are coinmrtnly either blue or red, with slippered shoes. 
But the part of their toilet Avhich soonest strikes a sti’angeFs eye, is 
the head-dress. I am told it is peculiar to this island; and indeed it 
is by no means devoid of taste. The Imir must be drawn up to the top 
of the head, and there rolled into a sort of knot ; being smoothed at 
the sides, and well plaistcretl Avilh beer, it not only receives a polish 

from the fluid, but is kept stmdy in its shape. Round this mass of 

♦ 

hair, on the crown, is fixed a kind of diadem composed of beads, 
bugles, &c. of various colours ; which ornament completes the coiffure : 

10 
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the whole having the air of a Greek head-dress, more like a nymph of 
Paphos* than of Warsala; and which, were it on a truly feminine and 
beautiful woman, ivould look remarkably graceful and becoming. 

At last, thank God! a frost promises in earnest. We are going 
to try our fortune ; and have every prospect now, of bidding this blessed 
island a long adieu I My dear friend, wish us good speed ; and I will' 
hail you from the next. 


Janumyf 1808 . 

The attempt was made. The old adage led us on, “ success rewards 
the braver and under its cheering banner, the whole village turned 
out as usual ; and being provided with boats, &c. we once more said 
farewel to Warsala, and committed ourselves to the gulph. We passed 
over six English miles of ice with safety and comparative comfort ; and 
soon came to an open water, where we launched our boate and kibitkas, 
and prepared for a voyage. All went on so far well ; and my hopes 
seemed quite happy iti the certainty of reaching the neigbouring isle. 
An hour carried us to a frozen channel ; but the prows of our barques 
soon made it separate ; and thus we proceeded, jiioneering our passage 
for several miles, until we were again so surrounded and retarded by 
blocks of ice, that to make an inch more way was impossible. And 
to add- to this present dilemma, it continued freezing with such rigor 
that the people said it would be madness to contend any longer with 
such terrific obstacles; we -must return immediately to Warsala (what 
a knell was diat) I or resign ourselves to be frozen up in our present 
situation, to the certain loss of all our lives. 
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Debate was no longer possible : but the peasants were so aware oi' the 
danger, that without awaiting any orders from me, tliey prepared to 
return. And, after tenfold more difficulties and fatigue than wc had 
before experienced, about four o’clock in tlie following morning, I again 
found mysdf in this wretched hovel : almost despairing, that for some 
unrepented sin 1 am doomed to abide a prisoner “ in these ihrUUng regions 
of thick-ribbed ice /" .■ 

During my comfortable tour on the gulph, I more than once thought 
of what a voyage this would be f()r one of the tender sex. It has been 
dared by soriae ladies on extraordinary occasions : but when I looked 
around, I only wondered how they survived the horror of the scene ; 
how diey outlived the ristjue of colds, and the thousand miseries 
to which their gentle forms, amid such inclemencies, must be sub- 
jected. 

This period of the year is, of all others, the most unpropitious for 
crossing the gulpli, the waters being neither open nor closed ; but 
ever changing' their state, to. the great annoyance and danger of the 
traveller. 

During the summer months, the Journey must be highly romantic and 
interesting. The mode of travelling is then easy. Every side of the gulph 
presents objects .teeming with natural beauties. The varied hue of the 
islands.; some of a russet brown, whitened over with sea-fowls ; others, 
green and overhanging with cottages, perched like eagles’ nests among 
the rocks ; must fill the eye with pictures; deserving the pencil of a Lou- 
therbourgh or Claude Lorraine. 
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. ArvOt Januartf, 1808. 

You would perceive that New-Year’s day found me in that detestable 
island. How bitter was the comparison with the last ! 1 was then at 
Moscoy in a paradise: I was now«at Warsala, in a hyperborean liades, 
and likely to remain for six months to come! 

Four or five days more passed ; and I assure you I began to think of 
turning Robinson Crusoe at once, and, with my faithful Friday, scooping 
myself out a decent dwelling in one of the ro(;ks ; when a favourable 
hour put our project to flight, by wafting a party of people fk>m the very 
island to which 1 wanted to go. ** Tfic water that brings will take,” said 
my sagacious attendant ; so seizing the happy moment, 1 engaged the 
boat and boatmen : and the following morning, thank Heaven, bade a 
final adieu to Wafsala ! 

. ButalLwas not smooth way. From the first step to the last in our 
short voyage, we met accumulations of mishaps, dangers, and long cold 
wadings over the breaking and bending ice. Conceive, it was not the 
serpentine, nor any tolerably circumscribed piece of water that we were 
w^mg over, but a vast arm of the sea^ a mighty gulph, ready to open 
at eveiy^step, and swallow us everlastingly I I am certain that we tra- 
versed a distance of eight English miles, sofinding at every yard with 
our spikes, through water iwo or three feeC deep^; to find whether the 
ice would bear, or w^ were perhaps approaching a -fissure to engul|^ us 
all. I was wet through, and so frozen, that had it not* been for the warm 
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jtobdcc0-pipe I cohstamdly kept in my mouth (this disagreeable custom 
h absolu^y net»8sary here), 1 believe I should have expired with the 
pierqing cold. No imagination can' 'paint it; so full is it on this gulph 
of iSmteobf ' the poor fellowa^ w quite worn out, when we 

re8elLelft lhn >boatSj^wh^h ilrere^inoon^ a sort of isfet of ihocx- 

ireinity A drau^tof 'bmndy them, and the vessels 

wereiw»ch«idto , > 

AVc embarked ; .and liaVing a strong gale, and open water for thiw 
leagues; dre^ toBrards tho wi^ed-for shore.. The violence of the wind, 
and foe beadng c^.ihe waters^vhad forced together quantities of floating 
ice; which, bending and sinking under $€v^y attempt we made to land, 
and other masses driving upon us by the fory of the- waves, rendered 
all our. ‘movements dangerous. . Alter much labour, and many complete 
duckings, we at last landed our persons and effects ; not before our 
kibitkas were ' several times plunged overfo«ul in the gulph, in trying 
to imli^at them. In one of foese divings I lost a part Of my baggage, 
which contained drawings and articles of some value, now gone to adorn 
foe mermaids. .... - 

' ' .V, ' ' ^ ‘ ' ■ ’ , ' ‘ ' 

' Dark as it was, 1 jumped on foore with a gay presage of better fare 
tfoin we iMttd left 4 and very alertly followed our conductors some miles ; 
whilethdy ^fo w much ease ^ I walked, dragged our heavy kibitkas 
oyer^rocks, snowmid ice; up lulls, and 1 may say, clown precipices. 

■ , ■ ■ .... lit ■■ , -.'.i ■ t ‘ . 

< In the .evening, about , five cfdock; we^ arrived at a village: «and 
‘doubfy happy was I m- find foat muue- ofi fo©> noisome infectiems of 
Warsfda had* reached this spot. The village consisted of a few cottages ; 
VOE. II. ' o 
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but our reception was primitively kind, and might have graced a city. 
The wives and daughters of the boatmen ran out towards us, and ajv- 
jHDaching myself and Schmidt with the same cordiality, invited us in, 
and spread their tables with a collection of eatables. To be sure their 
abodes were mere hovels j yet the hospitality and benevolence’ that 
reined within, and the content which sat smiling on their hon^t coun- 
tenances, gave a chann to every thing around. We forgot oiir mishaps ; 
and partaking, not only of their simple fare, but of the amusements they 
presented to divert us, the whole place in a few minutes became a scene 
of the most ihndcent gaiety . 

Our landlord, who was a fisherman (just such another good soul as 
the one that brouglit off our noble Sir Sidney from Havre!) had a very 
pretty wife ; and producing a violin, a little dance soon commenced. 
The sound ran like the echoes of the bugle through the village ; and 
our rustic hall was presently filled with all the inhabitants, young and 
old. Our host, fiddle in hand, by way of shewing his best steps, led 
forth his better-half, and very respectably got through a sort of 'minuei. 
A general ball then ensued : and really I never saw a set of people 
more delighted. I treated them with all the delicacies of die island, 
consisting chiefly of their own native brandy ; a beverage distilled by 
themselves from grain : and a iew Petersburgh cakes. 

I cannot compliment my pretty islanders so far as to say their 
dances equalled, the graces of the Russian. The whole composed a 
kind of awkward r^l, or a continued round about of eight or ten 
togedier, whose anus were twisted with each odieir, while friey jumped 
alon^ tin a sort of waltzing step j jmning the flbtek of the fiddle with 
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most discordant shouts. Were ■» stranger, on seeing the two nations 
of Sweden and Russia for the first time, called upon to judge from their 
dancing and vocal accompaniments, which was the , most civilizc*d, he 
would not hesitate to decide in favour of th(; Muscovites. The sweet 
wildness and pathetic melodies of the Russian songs, and the simpU' 
elegance with which the village girls go through their pastoral dances, 
bespeak a people for advanced in the refinements of taste. Their early 
acquaintance with the Greeks must account for these bodily graces ; it 
required rather more study to cultivate the mental ones : and besides, 
they were not the fashion of the day. The Swedes yet retain all the bar- 
barity in their leaping gesticulations which belonged to their Scandina- 
vian ancestors; keeping tinje to the beating of their feet, witlithe most 

•* , 

vociferous bawling : and the louder they shout, the more complete they 
decni the pleasures of the dance. 

The men here are well looking, and the women extremely handsome. 
Indeed, independent of their fair and ruddy complexions, the ingenu- 
ousness of their countenances gives the finishing touch of beauty. A 
lace may be critically fine ; and yet, unless it possess the broad seal of 
candour, its beauties are blanks to me. A cold, reserved set of features, 
even when formed with the nicest symmetry, I never could endure. Give 
'me the open forehead, gracious beaming eye, and mouth parting with 
the bright smile of frankness ; and mere feature fanciers may ta/ce all the 
rest the heavens go round ! 

¥ 

When I add to the persbnal charms of my fair •entertainei’s, the un- 
abated attentions both of tliem and tlieir husbands, it forms so wide 
a contrast* to the aspects and sordidness of the people at Warnla, that 

o 2 
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I can hardly, believe so small a distfmee. can produce such extremes. 
But in fact, this covey of islan4<> is only an epitome of the Buiippean 
nations : . neighbours, yet« diifeiing . more nr less in person, dress , and 
character. 

About eleven o'clock (a* late hour for a .r^tic fSte), I took my leave 
of the joyous groupe, and retired to my kibilka, where I meant to repose 
for the night. There 1 found iny honest and failhfu^ servant as usual, 
with his sabre in his hand, like a sentinel guarding my goods and chattels. 
His attachment, ever since he has been wilh rae, merits ray sincerest gra- 
titude: for neither piercing frosts, nor impending daiigcrs, .. could ever 
check him, when serving me. Like many in the world, he has seen 
better days, has met with its evils; and now se^ns only to exist for his 
master. His peculiarities, affection for me, and zeal for all in whom; I am 
interested, often reminds me of Partridge in Tom. Jones ; and I am cer- 
tain, did any novelist want to study hrpin die.ffdelity andamjable 

oddities both of Tom's domestic, and uncle Toby's faithful Trim, he 
would find their rival in my honest 3chmidt. 


«■ 

KtmUttga, » 

At the dawn of morning our carayan of .kihitkas prepar^ to set 
forth. I , speak thus pom^usly, because several. with*thcir 
dom^tics had arrived during the night ; ^d novr a||^|>l}ng on the 
shore, with die hospitable vdlagers in, att^dapc|^ mure like 

an eastm ip^v^, than . a fpfr pbi^iihe i^^ividoalai making, the best, of, 
their way, hohae,:. , ' . ^ ^ ,, 
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We proceeded towards an i^and lying greatly to the left of the usual 
road ; for io take the direct one, we found impossible ; an4 advancing 
by slow degrees, experienced a repetition of all the disagreeables of the 
day before, with the addition of a fog so thick, that scarce an objt'ct 
could be discerned at ten yards distance. This premature; night retarded 
us much,, and gi’eatly increased our danger. 

I am thus particular in describing my journey from island to island, 
that should peace and fate smile on my fortunes, and you ever be tempted 
by friendship to cross this giilpb, you may either Choose a better season, 
or be in some degree prepared. against the evils of the bad. 

At eight o*tlock in the morning we left Arvo, and at two in the .day 
arrived at the isle of Torshena ; and even so early, being obliged to take 
up our qua^rs for the night. Here Chaos seems to have disinherited 
CreaUm ; and oM Night to have so out-shOuldered the youthful Day^ that 
we hardly ever, at this season ’ of ihe year, catch a glimpse of his gtir- 
ments. The light of noon here, is no brighter than a dulj evening oA 
your side the waiter; and the darkness of night is of so pitchy a black- 
ness, that death itself seems to liavc shrouded this frozen world. 

' * Ifc " 

> 

" Having escaped the yawning chasms in the ice, we landed ; and the . 
object that struck my sight was a church. It was the first I had seen 
since 1 left Finland, and appeared of such*]arge dimensions as to imply 
a numerous pt^ulation in the island. Inquiry explained the matter 
otherwise. Like the Jewish tabernacle, the inhabitant of other isles 
came hither to worship, having neither church hor pastor in their own. 
It is built in the form of a Greek cross, wholly of wtwd, and painted red. 
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with faBes on each end. The structure is simple and pict^iresque. Not 
many yard§ from it, on a rising ground, stands a high lower of a similar 
colour, wherein are the bells. This religious edifice is very romantically 
situated, being on the edge of a small lake, and boldly surrounded by 
vast masses of finely diversified rock. Not a tree or shrub is per- 
ceptible on even the most sheltered spots: therefore the beauty of these 
views consists wholly in the outline and broad sweeps of colouring ; 
no advantages of vernal clothing, l)eyond moss or grass, ever met 
the eye. 

. We left Torshena next morning at half past seven. Having received 
civilities from the natives, similar to those of Arvo ; and both sheep 
being of one pasture, that is to say, the clerical crook of the pastor 
of the little church on. tlie lake, extending to our hospitable fisherman’s 
fraternity, I have no doubt that he niust, in real merit, be worthy 
of a bishopric : die virtues of his flock are undeniable witnesses 
of his own. 

When we bade these good folk adieu, we had a route of niany miles 
to go over the ice before we embarked ; but having taken to our boats, 
in about eighteen hours we arrived at the island of Kumlinga ; passing, 
as we sailed along, innumerable small islets, as well as huge barren rocks, 
which surrounded us on all sides Uke a stony labyrinth. The samen^ 
of theviews Uie* blackness of the ice, and the unvaii^ . gloominess of 
the atmosphere, equally oppressed the eye and the spirits. . 

Kumlinga appears larger than any of ks nni^l^ur? : and if a; judg** 
ment may be formed of the number of inhabitaiks ,by the nudtiUidq of 
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wind-mills, it .must boast a considerable colony. Here the gallant 
master o^ Sanca Panca would be quite at home ; his air-formed enemies 
presenting themselves on the shore in whole battalions. These erections 
are objects of ambition with the natives, and serve as excellent tele- 
graphs, to apprise the poor polar, wanderer, where he may find a few of 
the human race amongst so many desert rocks. 

On my arrival at the post-house, which I found tolerably comfortable, 
I purchased a couple of fine black game, extremely large and fat. The 
host told me that they abound in the island, consequently those who are 
lovers of this kind of sport, when detained here, will not find themselves 
([uite barren of amiLsemeiiL 

Having eaten a measureless dinna*; for after so many hours starva- 
tion, T was as hungry as the dragon of Wantley that swallowed a cow and 
a calf, an ox and a halj\ a church and a steeple^ and ail the good people^ and 
yd he eomplained and bellowed for mere / I made enquiries relative to the 
prospect of leaving this, our new haven, and learnt that on the western 
side of the island the waters were completely open ; and if the wind 
allowed, we might proceed next day. Having already had too much 
of the perambulating style of travelling, this information was an 
excellent dessert to ray black gamei and ckdighted with the hope of 
reaching Echcro to-morrow, the last of the isles we are to touch at 
before we aim at Grislehamn, I took my diary to scribble thus far 
to you. 

We have agreed to pay the price ordered by goveiment for each boat ; 
naniely, trine shilKb'gs afid silpchce; for whidh sum I shall be conveyed 
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a distanae'Gi^ nineteen English miks^ wfcidi makes about ^ree $!ip^ish. 
In my arrangement, 1 Ibund an old obstacle very much m;^my ,way, 
that proves' the. cogency of this piece of advi(% ;, always, yt'hen powible, 
use the cairiages of the country in which *yoU ' travel t Had; T been 
provided with a;§iwedish and unhampered of half my, baggage 

(some of which, you s^, was kind enough to dispossess me of itself,) 
I should have been forwarded with ten times the expedition, and at one 
quarter the expenoe. 

4 « 

Thevidedges used here are so slight, that tlN^y pass wiUi facility over 
very otherwiseinsecure ice; and sKde over the cliffs almost as smoothly as 
on the level ground, while. the heavy HiustSian m^ not having 
been constructed for such strange voyaging, are dragged about with 
difocfdty and destructive damagei. Beisides ' these real inconveniences, 
the natives make others, by inventing a thousand' objections to the 
possibility of {iroceeding widi such lumbering alFairs ; and stir th^ will 
not, till the traveller’s pock^ is picked, to pay for additional horses and 
people to assist in'tlmextFa<N*dmary la|t>mi^^ 

We got cm board our vessels early iu the day; and put out toisea, 
(if so short a distance may be so ealled ?) and ato hard buifettingfor 
two hours with every symptonr of a titemendous storjh, btff boatmen 
superseded, my earnest wish to go forwaids ; and turning about, lelanded 
us on the we had so lately , quitted, 

A most tenq^estuous day and night foUowjed. tnoming dawned 
with the i^»d in .di^adp und e©^jdetei|f |iiihbrr,: we 

had every prospel» of vbeeomhig;bei^ idan^ tban 

10 , 
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we desired. I therefore prepared for the worst, and look posst'ssion 
of the best quarter of the inn ; occupying tlie same room in which the 
Marquis of Douglas, in his way to St. Pelersburgh, liad for many (jays 
endured this insular penancei • 

* ' ■ - ' » * 

Having nothing better to doy> a fellow traveller and myself, being pro- 
vided with iron-pointed staves to secure ’ mir footing on the frozen 
ground, sallied forth to explore the. country, and make what acquaint- 
ance we could. Ideing apprised there was a church at a little distance, 
we made for the parsonage. Discovering it, we entered sarnr ceremonie ; 
and found a very hospitable, lively man, intelligent in his conversation, 
and apparently far Jheyond the confined sphere' in which he was fixed. 
He introduced us to his wife, who seemed to be a very Goody Notable 
in her household, and, O Juno! six children, and another forth-com- 
ing! \Vc were conducled by the lady into a kitchen well-stored with 
culinary wares ; (you s(^ tlie love of fame mingles with the small as 
well as great!) and also to out-houses filled with hogs, goats, sheep and 
cows. In short she made it evident that our clerical friend had no 
reason to join i!h the complaint of bis sacerdotal brethren in Wales; 
many of whom boast no other live stock than that of their own pro- 
ducing; and perhaps, die scanty additions of a lank cat and ravenous 

dog, complete' the quadruped dignity of their establishment I 
« 

■ r 

If I may judge of all the Swedish pastors from the present specimen, 
they live in closer. All was smiling around our host, wlio set before 
us cold hams and fowls sufficient to satisfy two famishing wolves, had 
they stop{)ed at his doof. • He. spoke a little German ; by whidi g(X)d 
fi^tune we pbtained more information in ten minutes, than we could 
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galluT m as many hours from the pantomimic converse'tO which we had 
lately been reduced. 

Tie accompanied us to his church : during our walk we learnt that 
three hundred and twenty souls were the population of the island, 
forming his congregation, with the addition of the people belonging to 
several small adjoining isles, who come to divine service at Kumlinga, 
whenever the weather will permit. About forty families altogether, he 
said, compostjd his flock : from the head of each he annually received 
six rix dollars. Ilis parochial fees were as follow : 

For a christening fwd schillings ; (twoi>ence English.) 

For a marriage twelve schillings. 

For a funeral twenty-four schillings. ' 

This latter donation is the. largest,, I suppose, as being a farewell 
sum ; the object of it bein^ freed from rendering any future pecuniary 
tributes to the pastor, having once for ever paid the debt he owed to 
life and to nature. This subject led us to know^ the annual exits and 
entrances of these islanders in and out of the world. Last year, the 
number of births Avas nineteen, and of deaths fifteen. I observed several 
very old persons speak to the minister in pnr walk; and I understand 
that many live to still more advanced periods. 

The church is built of granite, and roofed with wood, having a belfry 
tower attached to it not unlike the minarets of Mosco. It is painted 
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a dingy red ; apparently the favourite colour of the country. The in- 
terior of the building is curiously adorned in a most Gothic taste, but 
by no means badly executed. It is painted in compartments, with 
pictures representing the life of Christ ; with tliis small difterence from 
what it ought to be, that tlie designs would better fit a legend of heathen 
gods, than a representation of the gospel. The roof has not escaped 
the labour of this indefatigable artist : angels, saints, and odd ani- 
idals like nothing on the earth or in the seas, are swarming about the 
ceiling; and. seem like a flight of locusts looking down on whom 
they may devour. A gigantic crucifix, and several other wooden images, 
are placed against the walls ; relics of the Roman faith and superstitious 
fanaticism. 

The structure is of rude Gothic ; and has certainly stood four cen- 
turies at least. The burial ground is very confined, (which I have ever 
thought an impious churlishness in most countries) ; and accordingly is 
disgracefully crowded. Either .give our departed brethi’en room enough 
to sleep in, above or below ; if not surface sufficient, then let pits be 
dug so deep that they may lie like the strata of their mother earth ; 
and not, when a new grave is required, empty an old one of its con- 
tents, ajid leave the ashes of the once sacred dead to be blown alwut at 
the pletisufe of every wind. 

The church-yard of Kumlipga was a case in point ; it was one 

Kf 

continued platform of graves, without room almost for a blade of 
grass to grow between. Each narrow house ^ as our dear Ossian no- 
minates the last bed of mortality, was surmounted with a wooden 
remembrancer of the departed, in Uk; shape of a cross, headed point- 

p 2 
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edljr like a spc^. On this^was carved a ‘sUoTt inscription and the 
usual dates. 

Leaving the churclij in .our walk amongst die rocks, we saw quanr 
titics of juniper and cranberries : wiUi the juice of the first the pcnple of 
these islands flavour the spirits they distil. Indeed, loo much cannot 
be said of the industry of the Kuinlingians. What little soil their rocks 
afford is rich, and they improve it to the utmost advantage. Our rn*- 
nistcr shelved, us spots between the cliffs which, he told us, by good cul- 
tivation,^ would yield' twelve-fold. His account of this little hive of 
human bees was truly gratifying : yet, with all Uieir labour, and ihe 
fruitfulness pf particular places under ,their jhands^ the produce of* the 
island is not a maintenance for the inhabitants, who, at certain hard 
seasons, are obliged to apply to Finland to supply the deficiency. 

S •i 

The following day, being Sunday, we’ paid our friendly pastor * a 
second visit, and attended him to church. The men sit on the right 
side, and. tfie vroraen on the left. A distinction between , tiic married 
and single of the fair aox, is>distinctly marked, The married or Avidowed 
wear black silk caps, fashioned in tiie old Dutch taste pictur^ by their 
artists of ahundiDd nnd fifty years ago : the maiden females arc. more 
becomingly coiff arod, having, beadrdresses of brocade in various colours, 
neatly trimmed with white lace. Thpir garments are shaped like those 


• This worthy d^rgyman was the man nho af^wards ttw Swcdiik idco so gal- 
lantly against the Rnsdans. Tlte bme stand he made in, mast be in every ehc*3 

tecoHection. ~ 'rSok ' ' ‘ 
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€>f the women in Warsala. I describe the fair, though 1 was not inat- 
tentive to the s^mon; and my companion and riiyself returned to bur 
irin, much pleased with our rustic preacher's eloquence, of look and 
action ! For, it must be remembered, we could not understand a word 
he now said. He was preaching Swedish to his congregation, not 
talking German with us. 


Aland (or, m ymr newspapers have Olandy) January^ 1808. 

A few monotonous melancholy days passed (during which I twice 
attempted to' leave Kumlinga, and was driven back by stress of wea- 
ther;) but at last; though a terrible fall of snow was our avant coimw, 
a favourable wind promised tovcarry us to Wargata. We embarked ; 
and after art excellent passage, arrived at the island in about three 
hours. 

Having paid the boatmen four rix dollars, I procured horses to convey 
me across the, land to the opposite part. As we proceeded, the beauty 
of die country, the rich woods, and luxuriant copses, made so striking 
a contrast to the naked spot l 'h9:d just quitted, that I could hardly 
believe myself aWake. A few hours ago, I, was in a stony desert ; now, 
I found rhyself , travelling through groves of pines, firs, and every other 
tree which fills the forests of the north! Cheering as thq drive was, even 
when ‘the leafless branches were covered witli snow, I could not help 
clothing them in idea with the vefdure of spring, and i^ncying the 
exquisite charras' of the scene, when monientary views of the gulph 
breaking through thb vallies, would impart variety rtnd romantic interest 
to every turn* 
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Arrmng at the destined port or feiry, we prepared to cross to the 
next island, called Skorpas. The distance being short, one boat only 
was in wailing. I therefore went over first vnth my kibitka, leaving 
Schmidt to follow with the oilier. . In due time I was landed on a point 
covered with thickets and grotesque inass(« of rock. 'Die late storms 
had m.ad(‘ little ceremony in laying the branching honours Of the wood 
in the dust, or rather in the snow ; for numbers of trees were stretched 
on the ground, hurled one upon another, and side by side, so inter- 
woven by icicles adhering to and uniting their mingling arms, that to 
proceed seemed almost impracticable, to separate them would be im- 
possible. However, extremity engenders enterprize, and enlcrprize 
success ! Over we went : but how, I cannot tell you : and soon after 
our achievement, I observed my honest squire, with the other kibitka 
in his train, surmounting the supine forest with as much dekTmination 
as his master. 

Two hours elapsed bcf<)re we could procurt; horses : but that being 
eftected, w^e proceeded as usual, drawn -alternately by them, men, 
women, and boys, over plains of ice and hills of hardened snow. l)y 
these means sufficient progress was made, thank Heaven ! to bring us to 
the island of Aland ; but not until the brittle causeway had three times 
given way with ray kibitkas, plunged overhead in the petrifying brine, 
drenched to my skin, and pierced through with cold, wet, and a forked 
sleet beating in my face, I really felt myself completely miserable*; and 
would have‘given worlds to have been in iiiy ^edgC on the. distant roads 
of Tonieo; happy, amidst those frozen regions evefi beyond the arctic 
circle, to escape the life^onsuming damps and ev^ varying wretched- 
ness of these horrible isles, ' ^ • « 
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Aland is the largest and the finest in the gulph. Like Skorpas, it is 
enriched with wood, and exceeds all others in marks of thorough cul* 
tivation. ’ A few posts and a little more ice-tramping brought us 
to the little port in Echero, where; wc were to await a lair wind for 

Grislehaiim. - • 

€ 

The inn, house, hotel, with whatever title you chot»sc lo honour it, 

had as much prelensions to the one name as to the other, all were 

«• 

equally unbefitting ; and when 1 drew towards it, 1 fancied that my , 
servant had made a mistake, and was ushering me into a cow-shod. 
All the other execrable habitations I had visited ; even the den of 
Warsala itseltj were palaces to this. Filth greeted my eyes and nost^ at 
the first step : the salute was too potent to be borne, and turning about, 
I told my followers that if I herded with the wolves, I would not enter 
so murderous a holes However necessiias non hahet leges ; I could not get 
a boat to conv(?y me onward till the next morping; and so I was 
obliged, to c*over my plumes, and pass the thirtieth day of ray w'aterv 
pilgrimage under this anathematised roof. 

It is exactly one month since I left St. Petei’sburgh! So long have 
1 been threading in and out of passages which, in summer, would have 
taken inc across in the, <x)urse of twenty-four hours- You have often 
praised my patience! Now, 1 hope (notwithstanding a few hard-wrung 
complaints have been wrested out of mt‘), you will call me a sort of 
maleGrisel; for I have endured without flinching, ten thousand times 
as many buffots from tiie elements, as she suflered at the hands of her 
boisterous lord. And yet, with all this boasting, I know of no tempta- 
lion tlial could persuade me to take another winter trip across this 
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abominable Water, but news of a peace belwetni the two countries I 
love, and a speedy recall to St. Petersburgh.*- I^eander swam the llcl- 
lespont : I would do more ; I would recross the gulph ! But in serious 
sadness, ray dear friend, tliis is no trifling encounter ; for many have 
perished in the attempt, some have died in the passage from cold and 
Fatigue ; and others expired immediately on gaining the main land, from 
an ji!xha.ustion that never could be it*deemed. 

Oh the morning of the lliirteenth, I hired a very large boat to convey 
myself and vehicles direct toGrisIchamn, Tlie charge was nine dollars, 
with additions, should the changing wind, or any other obstacle prevent 
our reaching the opposite coast that day, and oblige us to land on an 
island (which Heaven forbid !) that lay in tlie track. In such a case 1 am 
to pay the boatmen sixteen schillings a day for their subsistence while 
with me. ' Such expensive, consequences of delay, as well as' other 
attendant disagreeab|es, you niay be sure T am anxious to avoid. And 
now being summoned to my bout, I am off. 


Grisle/rnmn^ January. 

We sailjsd with a side wind. But, the demon of frustration again put 
ills hafid between me and the wished-for haven ; and at thr^ d^clock 
we ^lirdlij^t up at the infcrnitl ^ island J had hoped to pass. Here 
destiny liV for at l^Sit the night, , ^ingleshafe it' is called, A 

nake4 .hot ,^a ma.dq, of grass could it evejc fidast t arid all the 

habitations It dontaihs are tw6 miserable’ |ioyels foi^, the recqition of 
imfortunates ^e’^myself/^i^ seek t^idst dandation and 

' ^ • ft."'- ■> ‘f , A"' r. 

10 
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horrors. A telegraph is here to communicate with the main land and 
the island we had left. This spot being as bare of fertility as its few 
inhabitants are of honesty ; bleak as may be their situation, their hos- 
pitality is bleaker, the only eatables we could procure, and at an 
exorbitant price, were potatoes aind milk. Their means of existence 
are drawn from Aland ; and their ingenuity is of course exerted to make 
them last as long as possible. Young seals arc the very treasucy of 
these people ; for at certain seasons they catch them, prepare them into 
food, eating part fresh, and curing the rest into hams, &c. The en- 
trails they dry for their cows' winter nourishment. 

Our old extortioning host told us that the cattle he possesses (three 
in number, resembling those on the Scottish isles), swim during tlie 
summer from island to island, to seek their scanty meal of grass amongst 
the fissures of the rocks. Even in the most blowing weather these 
creatures defy the violence, of the waves, and cross more than four 
English miles of sea, alternately swimming, and resting themselves on 
their sides when fatigued. Having gleaned die neighbouring cliffs, 
they take the flood again and return to their home. I forgot to ask 
my informer, whether the damsels of his household did not sometimes, 
in the European fashion, take a trip to the other isles on the backs of 
these adventurous aiiimals. It -would be no very uninteresting sight, 
to see one or two of the pretty Swedish girls, with their fair hair float- 
ing in the wind, speeding their way through the summer waves to ftieir 
expecting lovers on a distant shore. Could I have found cow or calf 
inclined tQ brave the element in winter, I believe X would have tried 
my luck, and galloped, d la Nq>tun€t throuj^ the waters, to the fair 
haven of Grislehamn. 
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My purgatory in this solitary Share (for you must remark that sAarr 
iis Swedish for rock), continued two days. However, on the fifteenth 
of this month, a fine morning appeared, with a favourable wind ; and 
embarking with as much eagerness as poor Achilles would have done, 
if, by jumping into Charon’s ferry, he might have been translated to the 
upper world again, 1 pushed away from Singleshare, most devoutly 
hoping that single, should ever be my share of visiting that execrable 
rock. 

At eight o'clock in the morning we were under sail ; and in three 
hours drew close to the shore of the continent. , But here my evil 
genius, }ike a shrewish wife, dete|‘miuing to have the last word, would 

t- 

not let me escape even now without another proof of her spleen. We 
were driven on a lee shore full of drifting icc, and there stuck, or 
struggled for extrication, till eight in the evening ; when, though wet 
and fatigued, yet at last, thank God, we disembarked on the firm land 
at Grislehamn. 

The inn that bade us welcome smelt so much of Warsala, that, hkving 
ordered my poor fellow to take a little rest while I completed my aquatic 
annals to you, I have determined to^ proceed immediately. Horses 
are ready*; and at midnight I shall be on my way to Stockhedm. May 
letters^ await me there, that will infotln me of all in England, dear to 
your faithful friend 1 
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J^TTm XXXVI. 

Stockftolm^ January f 1808. 

/^WING to the late lieavy tails of snow I was detained a little until 
the roads could ‘be' sufficiently cleared to allow me to pass. This 
useful operation is perform^ by. the peasantry in a manner so ingenious 
as to deserve noting. A large and open, .triangle formed of very strong 
an^ heavy planks, is placed, upon the snow on the high road. To this 
machine horses are attached, which drag it forward ; the acute angle 
plowing up the snow as they advance, and throwing the wintry impede 
ment to the right and left, the road is cleared, and travellers can proceed 
with ease and rapidity. 

The management of this* convenience is excellently regulated ; it 
beiag impossible for the peasantry ever to neglect their duty any part 
of the year ; for, throughout the whole; term, the good state of the 
roads is particularly' guarded. Every parish or district, by a strict 
ordnance, and under a severe penalty, is obliged to send a certain 
number of people every day into the roads, to keep them open in 
, winter, and repair them in summer. Whatever may be the forfeiture 
annexed to disobedience of these orders, I do not hear that it has ever 
been levied ; all seem so interested in preserving this branch of the 
police, both the heads of the districts who command, and the peasants 

Q 2 
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who obey, that I am told, ooniplaiuts arc never heard, and that the roatlH 
themselves are not lie equalled even in England. 

Towards the evening of the following day 1 arrived at Osby, being 
four Swedish miles (about twenty-four English), from the capital. I 
would have proceeded that night, but the intense cold, and the civility 
of the people at the inn, w’cre inducemenls for hailing I could not 
resist; and ordering a comfortable bed to bo got ready, I prepared to 
await the morning there, when I would start for Slockholin at an 
early hour. 

I found the rooms of ray honest host and hostess not so warm as their 
wishes. I was put into a miserably bleak apartment, where, though a 
fire did greet my eyes, I was sure none had entered the stove lor many 
days before ; and after shivering by it for full three hours I was not a 
bit die better, but sat quaking and teeth-chattering like a man in an 
ague fit. I looked at Reaumur’s thermometer, and found that twenty-five 
degrees of cold were without, and that five w'ere within ; (I mean in the 
room 1 inhabited). You will not be surprised that 1 should now acknow- 
ledge, from personal conviction, the truth of the Governor Inkutskoi’s 
declaration, ** that in the winter season, even in his own house, and 
surrounded by his stoves, he was obliged to sit with all his furs 
on ; being never able to get less than ten degrees of frost in his 
chamber/’ 

When the luour of rest came, I found my situation not so bad ; and 
not daring to take my usual repose ih my kibitka, got into a snug bed 
most comfortably wrapped up. Thus wat 1 disposed of; but in spite 
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of the severe wTalher, and unknown to me, (for they who would lake 
all affection is ready to sacrifice, are more selfish than worthy), my 
trusty domestic took possession of his sledge, still to be on the watch. 
The consequent^e was, that thirty degrees took place at midnight ; and 
when the morning broke my poof fellow was found in such a state, that 
a very few minutes more would have rendered his recovery impossible. 
After he did revive, I was not a little fearful of what might yet be the 
effects of so thorough a freezing, and therefore stirred not till the middle 
of the day, when all indisposition seemed to vanish, and he resumed his 
duties with his usual cheerfulness and activity. 

We bade farewel to our civil landlord ; and beginning our march, in 
about five hours reached' the metropolis of Sweden. The ground, on 
the approach to Stockholm, is pretty enough, being rather hilly and 
well wooded. I also observetl several handsomely built country resi- 
dences peeping from amidst the trees, in the mannerof our own little 
villas in the vicinity of London. 

Tlie town is not discoverable as you approach it on the Osby side ; 
and when I came so near as to enter the gate, I was stopped by the 
custom-house officers, who examined my baggage in the most insolent 
manner ; and after receiving double the dmiceur I usually gave on these 
occasions, behaved with increased impefliuence and imposition. They 
are not absolutely officers of the Crown ; and that tlieir shameless extor- 
tion sufficiently declared. This part of the royal revenue is farmed out ; 
having been invested in the hands of several of the merchants in Stock- 
holm, as a security for a loan His Majesty wanted a few years ago. The 
term, 1 bdieve, expires in three years ; at which period it will return 
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to the Kiugy and most probably lx‘ pul on a fooling more honourable 
and beneficial to the state. 'At prescMit, this controlling situation of the 
cuslotn-faruiers is severely c(Mn[>lained against by the rest of the mer- 
chants, who find themselves traversed in a thousand ways by those tyrants 
in office, to Uje injury of some, the ruin of others, and the grievance, 
of all. 

The contrast betwixt this city and St. Petersburgh struck me f<>r- 
cibly ; and certainly, much to the advaniugo of tluj latter. ^I’he streets 
of Stockholm arc inconveniently as well as iui'legantly narrow, 'fhe 
exterior of the houses is dirty, the architecture shabby, and all strike's 
as vei'y low and confined. Yet, I must except the palace; and that is 
commanding, in a gtand and simple taste. Jt is square, on an elevated 
ground, has a spacious court in the centre, and isi in every way worthy a 
royal residence. N^r the entrance are two large bronze lions ; who was 
the artist I cannot learn, but llu'y arc admirably executed. As we view 
the palace from the water, it reminds us of Somerset-House, though 
it far exceeds the British structure in size, magnificence, and sound 
architecture. ' 

Stockholm cannot boast any considerable place or square, nor indeed 
any street wider than an English lane. However, as every thing in this 
world sufiTers or gains by couiparisun, perhaps, when I have passed a few 
weeks hl^,,and .the vividness of Eussian topography is a little faded, 1 
« h^ay fanioy the streets wider^ Hhd the open places more capacious. Coming 
from dip finest oityin Europe, perhaps, may afiect die senses like one 
suddenly brougbl l^:«n3(|,.CiS4?f;ssiv light into the shade: my eye is nut 
yet capah^ of e|tnbtadng at a moment, what use will afiberwards make 
me.see apd estimkte. 
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The situation of this capital deserves finer edifices. Like St. Peters'* 
burgh, it is built on islands ; seven, of dilFcrent extent, form its basis. 
They lie between the Baltic and the Maler lake. The harbour is suffi> 
ciently deep, even up to the quay, to receive the largest vessels, 'fhe 
city is supposed to have been founded in the year 1252 by Birger Jarl, 
regent of the kingdom ; but the court was not removed hither from 
Upsal before the last century. At the extremity of ihc harbour the 
streets rise one above the other in the form of an amphitheatre, with 
the magnificent palace, like a rich jewel in an Mthiop^s ear^ in the centre. 
Except in the suburbs, where a few houses are of wood, the buildings 
are generally of stone, or of brick stuccoed, which at a little distance has 
a similar effect ! The several islands on which the city is. erected, are 
united by twelve bridges. • The Royal Academy of Sciences (of which I 
shall speak further hereafter), owes its institution to Linnmus, and was 
incorporate!! in the year 1748. There is also a Royal Academy of Arts, 
which, when I have visited, I will mote particularly note ; and likewise 
the arsenal, said to be a most interesting place. There is a national 
bank in Stockholm, and several manufactories, which rather flag on 
account of the war. 

By the above sketch, you will not be surprised to ht'ar that the inns 
are intoleihble ; but to coraiiensate for that inconvenience^ the lodgings 
are good, and two establishments (most respectably supcri^ding the 
use of taverns), are substituted for the restaurateur part of the animal 
economy. Tliey are founded by gentlemen on a liberal footing, are 
called £a Societi^ and the Burgher’s Club. The first is for noblesse, 
officers of the garrison, and strangers : the oth^ for merchants and 
strangers also. The fo^l^lf;; is at the court end of the town, and con- 

9 
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sists of 'three hundred members, most of them nobility, officers of rank, 
and foreign ministers and their suites. Well may it bear the title of 
La SocktSy for it is, without exception, the most rational and elegant 
assembly with which I ever associated. Perfect freedom is allowed; 
but such is the decorum with which every person conducts himself, that 
the nauseous Bacchanalian practices, which too often disgust in our 
British social meetings, never obtrude themselves here. They, have an 
excellent billiard-table, and a library of well-chosen books, with most 
of the newspapers of the country ; those of other nations of the conti- 
nent are of course, under the present circumstances, interdicted : and 
so far well ; but they exclude the papers of England also. This is very 
strange; and the more strange, united as the two countries are in 
policy, dial it should be an act, not of individuals alone, but of the 
government. Whatever newspapers may be enclosed from British mer- 
chants to their corre8pt)ndents here, arc never received. In a country 
like Sweden, where liberty is so tenaciously boasted, and where an Eng- 
lishman would naturally expect to find the Gazettes of his country, as an 
ally and a free state, such precaution is rather extraordinary. The reason 
of it I cannot, guess, as I never saw a nation less infected by envious 
jealousy, but rather, in all things, honest, brave, and honourable. 

In the institution of La Society an excellent dinner is given, but not at 
so excellent an hour, viz. at two o'clock ! However, the price is mo- 
derate, and the attendance good. No stranger can be admitted that is 
not introduced by a member, or by the minister from his own court. 
By these means, all improper persons are excluded. This club^ as well 
as that of the baurgeotsesy is on a far more liberal plan than the English 

jf.. 

clubs of St. Pet^burgh and Mosco. However, orders of men have a 
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cert&in resemblance in all countries ; and if 'I preferred a good dinner as 
my primum mohihy I should certainly pay the most frequent visits to 
the merehants’ society. If nobility spread the board excellently, trade 
doth it super-cxcelleiitly ; and Lucullus himself m^d not turn for better’ 
fare f^m most city tables. In/deed, during all my travels , abroad (and 
they have pretty well measured the continent), I have ever found, botli 
publickly and privately, tliat the gentlemen of the golden ileeqe, best 
understood the use of the carcase. 


Having nothing particularly to engage my time on the first evening 
of my arrival, I went to the theatre. Like all others on the continent, 
it was dismally dark,, and as dismally stupid. Neither actor nor actress 
played well enough to bring a message to some of our sorriest kings 
and queens of the buskin ; and had you been joint spectator with me 
at this tragedy-, 1 believe I should have had a most hearty, laugh at 
what now sent me honic yawning and half asleep. The ridiculous can 
never be frilly enjoyed alone. 

’On returning to my hotel, 1 enquired whether there were any bettCT 
actors than those I had iust seen. No; was the answer; the loss of 

a' 

Gqsliavus 111. threw a gloom on the gaieties of Sweden, as well as its 
frpe arts, winch had never dispersed. Formerly a French company 
filled 'writh splendor and talent the building dedicated to Thespis, by 
^ Jate King,; in la Place de Gastave Adolphe : but the fatal event of that 
Mphsffcfi’s death closed its, dpors, and plunged the whole country 

It has been no Ephesian sorrow : even the succession and virtues of 

VOL. n. 
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their , present beloyed GusUivns, cannot obliterate from the minds of 
Uie people the feelings which followed tlie murder of his; father, their 
rev.crcd sovereign and sire. It is really delightful to hear the Swedes 
talk of their kings ; not as subjects merely, but as sons and brothers. 
As sons, they lament the munificent Gustavus III. ; find as brpthers, 
glory in the magnanimity of his successor, Dwp as the blow struck 
to the people, it fell as heavily on the young Prince ; for ever since the 
death of his royal father, Gustavus has held his image 

Within the book and voluhfie of his brain« 

• Unmiked \ifith baser matter.” 

He attempts not to Avrest from the Swedes the .long regrets they pay 
fo his memory ; but rather neglecting the encouragement of those gay 
scenes amidst which his father fell, he dedicates his attentions entirely 
to the political safety of his kingdom. 

Hence the miserable theatre 1 visited, is the only ope ; and nothing 
is performed there, but pieces in the national language, some original, 
and others translations from the Spanish or French; ail equally ill 
played and wretchedly appointed with scenery. Having made my 
entrance once amongst them, I can assure you, in true stage language, it 
vrasfor that night only ; and iny debut being made, my exjtt followed as a 
final take leave of the Swedish drama. Acting, when in perfection, 
is certainly the most interesting of all amusements; it fills the eye, 
heart, and mind. But when it is bad, indifferent, oi; merely pretty- 
well, there is nothing to me more stale and flat, more caricaturing and 
libelling of the passions of men ; and, therefore, ah ill acted play is 
thedulfest'of all dull 'things. And*— ano/Aer and— You see how catch- 



TRAVELIillVO SKETCHES IN SWEDEN. 


123 


ing- tliese bathos4cal moods are, how Alexandrinally they drawl out 
the sentences i And for fear the subject should still more infect my 
pen, I Will ill decent time end my epilogue, with the old assurance to 
my audience, of how much 1 deprecate their censure, and am in all 
humility their (that is your) very sincere, &c. 
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LETTEE XXXVII. 


Stockholm^ January^ 1808 . 

A®* am sitting in my window, I cannot do better than give you a 
sketch of the moving picture in the str^t. The hackhey-sledgcs 
here differ little from those of St. Petersburgh ; aiid the natives, like 
the Russians, keep their bodies warm with sheep-skins ; only so far 
citanging the fashion, as to wear the skin ihward, with an outward 
covering of cloth in the form of a coat. 

% 

With respect to the private carriages (and that they have every claim 
to respect which mere age demands, is very evident),! cannot praise their 
beauty, most of them having numbered fifty years ; some, passed their 
grand climacteric ; and a few, so paralyzed by time as to thr^teii dis- 
solution at every step. The liveries of the servants are in tiie same 
hoary condition, and from mahy a gaping mouth remind yon 

. How the canker-worm gnaweth ffie chariots of the great^ 

> And the moth fretteth the garments cl the mighty-** ' 

So saith one of their own sages, and so is it mcexnplified now : indeed, 
T never saw such memmto-morl in iiiy life.' How they will look on 
wheels, I will not presume to gu^s, but at preshnt they are affixied 
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to skaits (here called pattens;) with a variety of encumbering appen- 
dages, l^esides two 'heavy footmen behind, in large* hats and high 
feailicrs. 

■ . \ 

1’he jmerty of this little kingdom is its apology for these gothj- 
cisms ; and most forcibly do they strike strangers coming from Russia 
or Kugland. But though poor, it is not mean. The poverty of tlu* 
Swedf's resembles that of Fabricius: th(‘y are not ashamed of it. 
Possming a national power in their virtue which commands more than 
wealth ; that noblen<*ss maintains their consequence amid all the splen- 
dors of the two great^ empires between which they lie. Without pre- 
tension to pomp of any kind, they pf)ssess general respect : and, while 
living in 'Simple habitations, on a tare as simple ; and enjoying society 
without any of our accompanying luxuries; no hoiue-conccTts, balls, 
or assemblies of any kind, they are contented and cheerful : they are 
more ; they* cap despise what buys richer nations, and be even an- 
choriU's in selt-privation to put anus into the hands of their King to 
ward off the enslaver of liuropc. 'Pbey repeat the names of the Great 

if 

Gustavuses us Catholic’S do those of their Saints; and it u'as but yester- 
day that one of them said to' me: 

“ Sweden was always strong enough when she tbught for her liberty. 
In the fourteenth century, she idone routed the forces of three powerful 
Kings armed against her freedom ; and what, in Uie same cause, is to 
intimidate her now?"' 

When’ the fury of ambition pours along, is it not glorious to see die 
enthusiasm of virtue ready to oppose it? Nought but enthusiasm, 
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much as -people in general ridicule the possessors of it, will do in these 
times. QuJ enemy is a giant in power and resource. He has the hands 
of Briareus, and as many wiles as if he had the same number of heads. 
Any thing short of a principle against him, would be worn out by his 
overwhelming success ; any thing short of enthusiasm, would be ex- 
tinguished. Tlie Swedes seem to have both; and I trust they will stand 
tlieir ground. • ’ 

r But I must not forget the city in llie people, tliough it is the best 
compliment I could pay any nation. I never was in any great town 

that the dcermie of the placx; did not invite me to smaic spot,, noted for 

► 

its situation, to shew tlie beautits of the scene. Therefore, to the top of 
the church of’ St. Catherine was I taken : and certainly a more advan- 

4 f 

tage point could not have been selected. It stands on a mountainous 
rock in the heart of the city. I looked around me, and found the cor/p- 
d’aM novel, grand and extensive. The surrounding watei^, and the 
numerous well-built islands comprising the ynetropolis; the distant 
wooded country, filled with mansions of the nobility and others ; com*, 
posed a view that 1 seldom had seen exceeded. The royal palace formed 
a magnificent feature, as well as did the shipping and various bridges 
connecting tlie different islands. 

Fine a? the jwrospect was at this season, it may easily be believcil how 
the unidding breath of summer will increase its charms. There is just 
as much difference between Stockholm now and then, as you see in com- 
{^ring^, a tree without leaves, with one in full luxuriahee. The city iy 
situated on aeVen islands at the mouth of the Lake Maler, divides 
it feo*a the Baltic; on the shores of whkii have .stood #o maAy capitals 
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of SAVcden. 1’hc present metropolis was csUiblished in liie ibirlociilh 
century,^ after the ancient town of Sigtuna was tlcslro^T'd by a tle(;l 
from those coasts which now form part of the Russian empire. Stock- 
holm has itself suffered by naval attacks, principally from Demnark : 
but s(iem8 now to consider danger from tliat quarUu* so remote, that no 
military defenct' is deemed necessary. Indeed the mouth of the T.ak( 5 , 
ucanT its junction with the Baltic, is so strongly fortified, that the pre- 
sent security appears sufticit'ntly reasonable. 

'riiere are but two pieties of water in the kingdom, of greater mag- 
nitude than the Maler ; and they are in the interior.. It rank.s as 
third in size; the Weler and Wener exceeding it in dimensions, though 
not in use, as this lalie supplies Stockliohn with cvtiry merchandize from 
the distant parts of the kingdom ; and particularly brings into the royal 
treasury the golden produce of the mines. 

•e 

'llie King rarely makes the capital his residence for any longer time 
than engages him to arrange the affairs of stale; but to lliem he is 
scrupulouslj'^ attentive, llelsingborg has lately been his head-tjuarleis, 
lying on the coastof the Sound, and containing works which Mis Majesty 
is fond of inspecting, he regards it as a place of sufticit iil er>nsc(ju(*nce 
to obtain fmm him frecjuent visits. It had formerly a strong castle, 
which was almost demolished in the wars <)f the last century ; .but the 
present ntyal attachment to the place, seems to promise it a reiu'wal of 
past grandeur. Excepting when particular inducements carry him else- 
where, the usual winter residence of Gustavus is at Gripsholiu; a town 
in the province of Sudermanland (about tw'Cnty-fivc English miles west 
of Stockholm), wliare he has a palace erected by the ancient kings of 
Sweden. 
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However, a circumstance has occurred which recalls Hi^ Majesty to 
the capital. It is the anniversary of the birth-day of the late King; 
and the inhabitants of this city are arranging an entertainment with 
which they mean to celebrate the same, and to declare their loyalty to 
his beloved successor. This day, which gave birth to the J^onarch so 
canonized in all their hearts, is to open to the eyes of his son, and the na- 
v^ion, the statue of the illustrious Gustavus Atipistm! For, with that title, 
so descriptive' of his virtues and patronage of the fine arts, do some of 
them designate Gysmvus III. 

The King arrived late last ni^t. The town was illuminated, and every 
preparation made for tlie solemnity of tliis day. 

At the hour appointed for the disclosure of the long expected worlt 
of the well known Ser^l, the troops, forming the garrison of Stock- 
holm, Were out, both horse and foot, upon the hill which faces the angle 
of the palace where the obelisk of granite stands. ■ The concourse of 
people was immense, and the day, fortunately, fine. I, of course, was 
there; congratulating myself that a similar scene to one 1 had heard 
descrihed at St. Petersburgh, of the opening of the statue of » great 
monarch, I should be a witness to at StoOkholm. ' 

Thelfigure was covered with a temporary scafiblding, which, on a signal 
' being givra by the flight of a rocket, that His Maje^y w^s in Sij^l, foil 
to the ground, and the form of tlwar late King was beheld by the po- 
pulace. Oh, what a ^out was there ! It wiil iioi h 
pn^ curiosity^ but the cry of a people a^in bihtildm^ a foithef iit^ho 
bad behu rifled feom diefo by the'^indle^ llroaihei-y; It {fiCrced 
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heart; v^at must it then have done those who knew and had felt his 
virtues-! 

On the edge of the water, behind the statue, were ranged the standards 
of each Swedish province, flankedf by rostral columns of granite. On 
tlie appearance of the young King, a salute of a hundred pieces of cannon 
announced his arrival. Placing himself at the head of the three rogiT*, 
men Is of guards, and advancing before the figure, he gave the word of 
command, and they fired several vollics in honour of the day. His Ma- 
jesty rode a white charger ; and was surrounded by his officers of slate, 
as well as a Imdy of cuirassiers, whose high helms, plumes, and shining 
armour imparted an uncommonly chivalric effect to the scene. Tlie 
action of the Monarch seemed as if he yet thought himself Prince only, 
and moving under the eye of his august father. 

The filings of one whose soul is so alive to honour and filial affection, 
cannot be <loubted. He came to the unfolding of a monument erected 
to the memory of his lather, by his {)eople ! It was not a cold ceremony, 
but a solemn dedication, to testify to posterity the everlasting reverence 
in which they hehl their murdered King; their Father : and that he de- 
served tliat reverential title, every lip was opc*n to declare. He watched 
over them with all the care of a parent ; and provided for the poorest of 
Ins subjects witli an , attmtion : that shewed aftection was united with the 
Justice of an impartial legislator. 

So regarding his memory, did the people appear bedbre his statue: 
arid the niclancholy aspect of his. gallant successor, bore the strongest 
marks that his feelings were in unison.. The look with which he con- 

VOL. II. s 
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templateicl the marble reprcs^sativc of his murdered father, 1 shall 
never forget. His face was as pale as the statue% while an expression 
of sorrow and admiration sat in his eye, that commanded the homage 
it expressed.- When he bent down his hecad, and turned from the 
scene, the acclamations of loyalty that resounded on every side seemed 
to burst from every heart: For a moment they forgot the father in 
the son, Gustavus Augustus, in Gustavus the Brave; and had the 
dropping of a tear sealed my death warrant at that time, it must 
have fallen ; 1 never was so strangely affected : It was the virtue of 
tlie past and the present striking me at once ; and you will allow, that 
sucli admiration gives an agitating delight, that sometimes overflows at 
the eyes. 

This was the first time I ever had seen His Majesty ; and if his affability 
merit the enthusiastic praises of his people, he must indeed be as amiable- 
as brave. 

Around thh pedestal, and on the steps which surround the statue, stood 
many of the nobles and citizensj in the national dress ; which groupe, 
together with the officers of the army and navy, formed a very interest- 
ing assemblage. Before Gustavus withdrew, he spoke a few words, 
declarative of his sentiments on the solemn occasion ; and then, after 
fixing his eye* as I before said, for a few minutes on the statue, retired 
amid universal plaudits. 

The> day's festival is to close with a ball, given to the royal family at 
the expence of thecity . As 1 shall be preseBt, I wi^ not close this tetter 
tiSLdtearries away a history of th^ scesw. 
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On my return from the morning ceremony, I fomui a note from our 
Ambassador, saying that if I w'ould attend at his house at five o’clock 
that day,’ he would with pleasure present me to the King and Queen. 
I was punctual, being anxious personally to be acquainteil with so 
distinguished a Sovereign ; with one whose monarchical dignity, much 
as it claimed my respect, I less revered, than the glorious intrepidity 
with which he defied the conqueror of nations, and repelled his se- 
ductions, when ev<Mi bringing his snares and his thunder to the very 

shores of Sweden. 

However, the demon which has lately ruled. my destiny, threw in a 
little of her temporary travi^rsings even here. After having joined our 
minister, who was to take 'me to the palace, my stupid Swedish coach- 
man, instead of following his Excellency’s carriage, as were his orders, 
took me to the Exchange where the ball was to be given. From 
the multitude, the bUiEC of lights, guards, &c., I believeil myself 

at the palace; alighted; and what w’as my surprise to find myself 

ushered into the ball-room. It was too late to rectify the mistake. 
My carriage was driven off, and I had nothing for it but resigning 
myself to the mortification of making my first bow to His Majesty in 
a crowd. 

Tl» saloon was already nearly full of gay au<l splendid company. 
On one side w'cre placed the chairs of state for the royal family and 
court; and high on the other rose the musical gallery, furnished with 
numerous bands oi vocal and instrumental performers. Every one pre- 
sent was in full dress'; and before, the entrance - of the heads 0^' the 
state, I had an opportunity of observing their costumes. The national 
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habits of the country (rendered so by Gustavus III.) resemble in every 

respect the ancient Spanish. The nobility and knights wear them of 

* < 

different colours acconling to their fancy, but the reigning hue in full 
dress (like tlie^grandees of Madrid,) is in general black. Its detail con- 
sists of a short cloak, and a vest with sleeves, ornamented with strajis 
or slashes on the shoulders. The waist is bound with a sash. When 
this sable velvet is embcllish«:l with a star, the eftect is very fine; as 
nothing shews that badge to greater advantage than a dark ground : 
light colours form a bad relief, though some chose a pale blue ; others, 
crimson velvet ; and a few, black lined with scarlet, which latter were 
the. most magnificent of the whole. The bufghers were imifbrinly 
dress^ in black of the same fashion with the nobles, only marking 
their station by a light blue sash. Tire ladies were habited. in splendid 
deesses d * 

, i . . ' * > - ' 

I ' ' , ' 

About seven o’clock Their Majesties, accompanied by the young Prince 
and Princess arrived. The Duke of Sudermania, with the other branches 
of the royal family, had entered a short time before. As soon as the 
King was seated, a piece o'f music with, I suppose, appropriate words 
(for it. was in S^vedish) burst fit>in tlie orchestra. His Majesty seemed 
very attentive to what was smig, while ilie Queen, with a less impressed 
countenance, sometimes listened, and at otliers looked round on the 
assembly with a delightful complacency. .1 confess that my. observa> 
tion was most particularly directed to Gustavus. He bears a striking 
resemblance tb the best portraits of Charles the Twelfth ; and seems 
not to neglect the' addition of rimilar Ixabilimenta. * For, really , rat the 
fisst i^nee yom- might almost imagine the picture of his renowned ani*: 
oiestOT had walked firom its canvas.'^ He is thin, thou^i vnril made;. 
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about the middle stature, pale, and with eyes whose eagle lieanis strike 

with the force of lightning : look at them, and while he is in thoughi 
» 

they appear remarkably efthn and sweet; but when he looks at you 
and speaks, the vivacity of his manner and the brilliancy of his coun- 
tenance are beyond description, His mouth is well-shaped* with small 
mustachios on his upper lip ; and his hair, which is cropjxsd and with- 
out powder, is combed up from his forehead. 

Her Majesyr is most interestingly beautiful ; very much resembling 
her sister the Kniprcss of Russia. She is fair with expressive blue eyes. 
Her foatures are fine ; but the affability of her countenance, her smile, 
and engaging air, independently of other charms, would be sufficient to 
fascinate every heart almost’ to forget she was a Queen, in her loveliness 
as a woman. She was drest with exfpiisile taste. Her hair, in light 
but luxuriant tresses over her brow and head, was looped up with a 
double diadem of jewels. Her robe was splendidly embroideretl ; and 
on her breast she wore the badges of the order of St. Catherine. And 
certainly it must be acknowledged that the star, whether of distinc- 
tion or of beauty, never shone brighter than on the bosom of the fair 
Helm of ihe 'North ; for thus this beautiful Queen is generally distin- 
guished : though, were 1 to give her a title, it should rather be that 
of Andromache, whose beauties, lovely as they were, were yet tran- 
scended by the more endearing graces of the chaste wife and tender 
mother. 

During the whole of the evening, after the musical salutation, Their 
Majesties mingled with the company, conversing with every person 
with the kindest condescension. Every citizen was spoken to; and 
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iheir eyes sparkled with joy, while their tongues faultered out a reptj 
to the adress of their Sovereign, Ilis conversation with the subjects 
of his brother in armst our revered Monarch, was of the most ^’atifying 
complexion ; no coldness, no form ; all was frank, great, and consistent 
with himself. In short, it would have bam impossible for any poten- 
tate to have shewn more graceful knight-like courtesy to all present ; 
or for a Sovereign to be received with deeper homage from a brave and 
loyal people. In many courts I have seen the body of loyalty, here its 
spirit was felt. 

Who that was present at such a sc*ene would believe, that some of 
his ungracious subjects affect to lament the dt'stiny of the state? But 
so it is. As in most counti'ies parties exist, who contend for they know 
not what, even in Sweden there are a set of grumblers, troubling llie 
government witli discontents, which, lying in themselves rather than 
in the constitution, neither King nor senate can rectify. Thesg turbulent 
natures are the torment of every state. We may consider them as 
inherent diseases amongst all people,; a sort of acrimonious hmnour 
boiling from the body politic, which, as the evil is in human nature, 
must discharge itself somewhere ; and what is more, there is no hope 
of the disorder being cured, till the final exit of the world with all its 
imperfections. 

A superb supper wiis prepared for the royal visitants, and one equally 
degant for the rest of the assembly. Their Majesties returned from 
the banquet^g'ioom into the dancing saloon about , twelve o^clock, 
they remained till four o^clock jn the morning ; at wliich time 
they took thdr leaves ; first kissing their offspring with the inosi 
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parental tenderness, and tiien repeating their adieus to the company, 
ami in arrh they left die apartment, followed by the acclamations and 
blessings of an present. 

So powerful was the example of this illustrious pair (and indeed, at 
the moment they embraced their children first recalled to me the simi- 
litude of Hector and Andromache), that every wile drew nearer to her 
husband, and, like her august Queen, quitted the room so supported, 
rather than be led out by any of the young men who pressed around 
her. The effect was as remarkable as instantaneous ; and shewed the 
consequence of exam[)le in tlie great. As I observed the departing 
groupes, I could not but reflect Avith pleasure on the scene I had wit- 
nessed : Avherc a young and heroic Sovenngn had laid aside his puiple, 
and appeared amongst his people, as a friend, a husband, and a fathei*. 
This was a lesson for the world as well as for Sweden, for Princes as well 
as their subjects. 

I understand that this^^/c, and the elevation of the statue besides, 
was given at the charge of the citizens of Stockholm. They Avere 
in all ages of the monarchy, more attached to their Sovereign tlian 
any other inhabitants of the tOAvns; and now they evinced the same 
sentiment by a cost and magnificence rarely exhibited in the kingdom. 

I have always found that amongst a fair race of people beauty pre- 
dOTnind.tes : and in no country did I ever see more general claims than 
both the hmles afid 'femalfes of Sweden have to that charming gift of 
nature. The figures of the men are well proportioned, often very 
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elegantly; With gtxxi features ai\d < animated complexions. The 
vroiinm are delicately shaped* with skins so sofily tinted* that it looks 
"more like the soft texture of the maiden rc^ than fte&h aiid blood. 
'Ihere is something very feminine in this soirt-riOf; beauty* and when 
in perfection it is absolutely serapluc. You can recollect Homer’s 
description of the golden-haired Helen* and you will understand what 
I mean. 

A more lovely assemblage of these demi-goddeSscs could not have 
been produced, than those 1 saw last night in the ball-room; howevei*, 
they wanted that air which we call fashion, that case of deportment, 
that* I cannot tell what, of which the French, Russian, and English 
fair of the same rank, so eminently jmssess. 

In one accomplislmient both sexes are agile to an excess : dancing, 
'rhere are few Swedes of any quality, that do not perform this exercise 
with a science Ijcyond any thing we would either expect or desire in 
a mere amateur. I am much of Chesterfield’s opinion, that “ what- 
ever it is worth while to do, it is worth while to do well.” And cer- 
tainly, though it be worth while for a gentleman or lady to dance 
elegantly, it is mere fantastic idleness to become such proficients, as to 
rival the professional exertions of a Vestris or Deshayes. I do not insi- 
nuate a sly whip at any of my acquaintance by this remark : some persons 

ft 

are so happily formed by* nature, inheriting grace at their birth, that 
** nothing they mean well, they cap do ill.” I only dislike where men 
and women make a sttuhf of dancing, and raise into.: first considerations 
the mere playthings of life^ 
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Having led you such a whiriigig, you will think it high time I should 
profit by my own remark ; and ceasing my curvets, bid you adieu for 
die night. Then, taking the civil hint, 1 very gladly subscribe myself 
your ever faithful fiiend. 


VOE. II. 
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Stockholm f February ^ 1808. 

J^AVING presented you at court, 1 .shall now conduct you to parade ; 

and shew the Monarch of Sweden in the midst of his soldiers. On 
great occasions he is always attended by his Drabant, or body-guard, 
which is composed wholly of nobility. Their dress is particularly 
martial ; and, 1 understand, is in the same fashion they wore in the 
reign of Charles the Twelfth. 

The number of the Drabants is now confinetl to forty, but under 
Charles they were more numerous, being ever an almost impregnabk> belt 
of brave hearts around him. At the terrible battle of Pultowa, Avhen 
the litter in which the wounded King lay was shattered to pieces by 
a volley from the Russian cannon, twenty-four of tliese young nobles 
were killed by the clcplosion, and the rest, all excepting seven, slain in 
the contention over their tallcn Soven*ign. In honour of this valiant 
remtaaitt, who carried off the almost expiring Charles, the corps, here- 
after, wore seven buttons on a particular part of their dress, in com- 
memoration of the circumstance. 

* 

Every individual of thd Brabant being noble^ et^n to the privates, 
they all have military rank. On days of state they stand ?0\md ‘the 
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person of the King e# our yeomen of the guards attend on King George. 
Their cuirasses are of {jolished Steel, mid have tliree golden crowns, tile 
arms of Sweden, . embossed upon them. Their sleeves, breeches, &c. are 
of buff cloth ; their bopts are high, with long spurs. A su{ierb casque 
of gilded brass, spli^idiy pluL^edi and crested with a lion, is worn on 
the head. Theif weapons are a carbine and sword. The elFect of such 
a guard is regal, and becoming a military monarch. 

The foot-guards of His Majesty are comprised in three regiments, 
under the titles of the First, Second, and Finnish Guards. Formerly, 
each regiment contained eight hundred men, but now they are reduced 
to five hundred. I also saw the only corps of life-guards d cheval; they 
were wretchedly anounled, anti pot very martially, attired ; Uieir dress 
being while with blue returns; round hats awkwardly ornamented with 
bear-skin, and other accompaniments not at all conducive to their soldier- 
like appearance. The heads of tlie foot-guards, also, are covered with 
a round hat, turned up on one side witli a yellow cockade and leather : all 
the itifontry hawB tiiis latter decoration. 

The navy wear blue, with a metal epaulet; rptmd bats, anc^ very 
high JN*licrs, rather a troublesome appimdage, I should suppose, in a 
g^le qrf wind. But useless, or rathar inconvenient as the plume .may 
be at ^, there is yet another ordercd-esseutial in their dress ten times 
wor^, ip both resp^ts ; spurs ! only officers of every description 

belhnging to the army wear them, .' by a special ordinance,, but even the 
navsil officers are obliged to put them on. These last gentlemen, until 
they arrive at the rank of ; admiml% • are distingui^^^ the military 
titles ojTpiajor, colonel, &c. i ■ . ' ' \ 

T 2 
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The forces of the line nre raised in the provinces on a similar, plan 
-with our militia ; each district bekig obliged to fupiish.a.giyen number 
of in&ntrj or troops^ These raiments do not mnaiu embodied) as a 
continued standing anny, but sctvc merely during the . war. I am 
told) that in kss than rix hours a battalion: 6f a thousand or two men 
Can be got leather) armed and equipped for instanl* service. In tlie 
province to which they belong, the peasantry are constrained) by an 
order of state, to convey them in waggons to a certain rendezvous, 
ahd i^ve ’ them there within a given period ; so as to ensiuc tlie 
assembling of the strength of Uie kingdom, at any fixed point, in a 
short-time. 

During the absence of the soldiers, their fdOlow^peasants are obligf^d 
to till the ground belonging to each military individual, tliat his family 
may not suffer by the service he is gone to render to his country. 
Surely there is reason in this ; wisdom as well as humanity. A sub* 
sistence being provided for the wives and children of soldiers, much 
wretchedness, and its consequent bej^ary and plimder, .are prevented : 
instead of mendicants and robbers, useful citizens are reared to the 
stalse. ;And -(me prevention to ensure tlie healdi of , the body pditic 
is worth half a score remedies to h^l. a constitution, y^hich must be 
crazed by' repeated disorders. 3hould the soldier, be killed, qr . die in 
the s^ice^ tlie neighbour peasants continue! their care qf his family, 
till dbe bays be. old caon^ to culriv^ate ibr thems^ves. . By this arr 
iimgement,^ the Swede gOca fiwlh ,for the, defence, of ,his cqujp|pf.,witi^ a 
free mind : wlnla he is absent, 

nnd should he die, die saian wenld provide for- dkepif HU years ^ 
strength render it no longer necessary. 
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The officers have homes and lands assigned them according to their 
military rank ; on each individual’s death it devolves to his regimental 
successor’: so that in tinie of peace they live amongst the peasants who 
have formed, and may again, hereafi^, their respective corps. Conse- 
quently the attachment of the , men to their commanders is often so 
firm, that in the defence of some of their office, they have been known 
to stand till they were cut piece-meal. The plan is not unlike that 
of the clan-ships of Scotland, where the chief, by his title of superiority, 
residence amongst a certain race, protection and kindness, makes him- 
self such a power in their hearts, that they are . ready to follow him to 
the extremity of the globe, to life or death. There is something very 
patriarchal in this mode of national defence i, its sufticiency seeming 
lo dcpifcnd more on the affection of the pwplc than the authority of the 
King. Such a foundation is the strongest : it was llie ground of. the 
mighty Gmtavus of Sweden. And who will say, but to bti thus a 
Monarch, is to reign indeed ! 

Till! noblfySwede who was my conductor through the military depart- 
ment, next led me to view the architectural ornaments of Stockholm. 
The first we visited was the church of Adolphus Frederick, the grand- 
father of the preserit King. He Was much beloved by the country ; and 
dufihg his reign made many bendicial alterations in the laws. His 
memory rendered the building interesting; although its architectui:al 
perfections were few indeed. Being tlie most modern w'ligious edifice 
of cooisequehce in Stockholm, it is regarded wiffi admiration by the 
inhabitants. Nothing without Dt within deserves their eulogiums ex- 
cepting the ahaf-piece and a fine’ monument, both the work of 
Saga}. ^ ? 
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The first is plaister of Paris, a bassO-rcUcvo of the Resurrection of our 
Saviour. The sohjecc is simply and beautifully treated* Christ is 
ascending with extended arms, his tacie elevated .towards' Heaven. 
Three angels harmoniously groupc witli his divine figure, being in the 
attitude of supporting tlic stone wliich has opened fi'om the tomb. The 

a* 

drapery in which Uic body had been wrapped, is exquisitely disposed, 
and admirably unites the design. In the corner, at the bottom, sits a 

4 

soldier, ^hc only mortal in the scene ; and he sleeps ! The sentiment 
of the sculpture teems with thought ; 1 leave it not in unprofitable hands 
when 1 resign it to yours. 

A little to the right of the altar is a. monument erected in the year 
1777» to the memory of a nobleman who died' in 1560. It is of bronze, 
and surpa.sscs almost every specimen of tlie kind 1 have si'en ; in short, 
I cannot speak too highly of the design, or sufficiently eulogize the un- 
describablc beauty of its expression. It is an angel holding up in his 
left hand the torch of life, which is extinguished ; with his right he tin- 
veils the world by raising a pieqe of drapery : emblematic, I suppose, 
that deatlt, while it destroys oqr mcHrtal fires, opens the univeniii: to the 
sight of our unembodied spirit. If tlus be not the expltmation of Mf. 
Sergafs allegory, I have read his sculptured eloquence amiss; but 
though X may be mistaken in that mystery, you will not disoNodit my 
eyes when 1 tell you, that the execudsm ofitHs memumnn^ the globe, 
the drappry, and the cloqd, so jddtaQusly tdemliiig with the angel ; 
gave tUG a thousand. tames the pleasure I received the altarspieoe, 
or th^ newly-ncG^ted Sfatpe df ihe«lhtp 

It would be dangerons to step forward the^first oritisiser 

* 10 
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latter wor);. I hardly allow myself to see any diing but beauties 
in this great and last laliour of genius. Only a few; the inhabitants of 
Stockholm' and Ha envircaas, have yet seen it ; and how can . I presume 
to judge of what deslirves the suffrages of a world. Being but a young 
schplar in the school of arts, I fear to speak before my seniors in expe- 
rience; and besides, respect for the venerable artist, who dedicated so 
much anxiety to the completing of the statue, liopiug, as it would be 
his last, it would also prove his most perfect work,, rather withholds 
me from saying aught in its prejudice. However, as writing to you is 
only another mode of thinking, I will make no further hesitation, but 
hazard a few remarks on wh^t really struck me as adverse to its merit, 
when I had an opportunity of visiting it alone, and of inspecting it at 
my leisure, ^ ‘ 

Its situation is excellent. The rising ground, which gradually ascends 
in front of the statue, enables the observer to view it on any plain, and 
at any 'distance. Ii^ced it may even be looked down upon: so com- 
manding is the- oppfmte. ascent.'^ /But hert; art contradicts nature. 
When a jjropear point is discovered to see it feom to' the best advantage, 
yon fold yoursdCitoo for removed'; as all its minot beauties are lost in 
the^d!staucei:/^1R^is feult aris^ from » the height of .the porphyry pe^ 
destoU which' UN suit only of itself hx) 'high; but is additionally elevated 
by thi^e oTw foutftkHty steps. ^ iTheso foimdations raise the figure so 
much aboyo tho ptop^devel, that its grandeur is impaired, and the 
effect as coloss^ to lost. - So far the pedestal only I 

bhUnd* Th^;fil^i?e 'itself is foil df majesty } but diej'e is a soihediihg 
about the shoulilers > extfomdy -awkward ; an appearance of being 
shriiggdd. It isniiot be ineaitt^-as the form of the king, but must be 
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an error in the disposition of the drajiery ; however, it is very unfortu- 
nate, as it deprives the figure of tliat case it would otherwise h^ve pos- 
sessed. The head seems much too small ; as bad a defect in Uieone 
extreme, as too large a one is in the other. The face, 1 am told, is a 
striking likeness of His late Majesty ; and bears in every feature the stamp 
of greatness, with’ an expression of goodness tha,t recalls his fate with 
redoubled regret. Take the whole of the lower part of the 'figure, and 
it appears too slight for Uie shoulders ; and when is added to them, a 
vast redundancy of robe, the effect is altogether heavy and discordant. 
With due deference to the genius and taste of Mr. Sergal, I think he 
might have arranged the drapery of this admirably picturesque dr^s 
much bett^. The parts of it are wcdl adapted to the full display of the 
finest human proportions; and as tlie kingf'was beautifully shaped by 
nature, 1 cannot but regret that the artist has not more gracefully dis- 
posed the robe around the figure. 

The attitude is tlius : the right hand holds an olive branch ; the leff, 
the rudder of an ancient galley. The design seems to refi^ to the 
Peace of Vanela, and the Victory of the Gallies. He is resting on his 
left foot ; the <Hher is thrown back, giving the statue a kind of expected 
motion. Indeed the whole of the composition resafhbles the Apollo 
Belvedere. The dress is that of the Swedish lUM^, worn some time ago ; 
and being of the Spanish fiishion, correcWli by a simple Greciem taste, 
is admiraUy adapted either for the pencil the, chisel. . 

^ , 'is ' .7^ : 

During my visits to this statue, and they were not mdrequeut ; for foe 
foults 1 have notic^ were by for out^niusbered beauties; my 
Swedish friend was often my companum, who seldom approhchfud foe 
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Gu^ai’us 'llEyiirithotit f^duhting sdnfe event; tedounding- to 
his^ fiaine, ■ Bnt the dttttttnstatMSe^ ef his d^ih', ivhieh, though sad^ 
^6etned»^^ to gratify Ms sorrow, by giving' hihi an opportn- 

hily tct iadnige itv were his fttvourite theme. He made it apparent tiial 
patties disthtbed the late King's^ feign widi a violence they have never 
attenciipied' in thiSi ■ Gkistavus, by pardoiiing^ their defection, eanboldened 
theim to greater audacity ; and so proved, that generosity oft^h only 
arm^ hai cheniy. Tew who are base enough to injure, know, hopw to 
estiniate^ togivejiesi * either tdo , hard to repent, or. too proud to be 
gratefiiH they forbearance with insolence, and clemency with 

treasohir< The revenge a man will not take, their meanness thinks he 
cannot ! and what springs tfhm the stiength bf goodjK^, is by them 
despised as a proof of weakness. ; . , 


Three young men, of whom Ankarslroem %a8 the leader; in a fit ^f 
political fanaticism, took a 'solemn oath to destroy the King. When we 
hear df >t|il(^ invocations of the Ddty amongst intkmous conspirators, 
dbes it nbt make’ ds tremble at the dreadful inoonsiiitency of man. What 
hi it'tbpy ?' 'and tb Wihdm do theyst^em MttTder**-and to GodI :It 
is-he^endo^s bhssjdidniy r themidab’ ’only arise fiom ia- 

c»iiMd<*raiion ?<lfi ’ What cnn;sbind,.him who, by the act he swears to 

<climmif,'dt$enin!nb^^to break' thrbhgh'-'the mdsl powei^l o^ all bonds, 
W'ifatoye‘'thiil(‘dP-'heaydni^ *’jhey '-#11® tidnk 'there vis -;any 
.thing in a tiaator'sf'Chtfhi^-^^ it, -are 'lis 

igborant of iram as of virtue. 

< 4 ‘- Gixstavns; ■ ■ ' The 
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and a pair of pistols charged with bullets and mils, (lx>th weapons l>eing 
calculated to render tlie death he gave more than usually agonizing,) 
wrapped himself in his cloak, and entered the masquerade, where the 
King was to be present. The other conspirators were also in the 
a{mitment; but the deed was to be attempted by their leader. After 
hovering about His Majesty for some time, they observed him retire for 
air into a less crowded part of tlie saloon, and lean against a pillar with 
his mask in hia hand. AnkarstriK'in slid cautiously behind him, and 
lodged the contents of one of the pistols in the; small of his back. The 
Monarch fell. ** It is. a Frenchman !” cried he. But alas ! he livt*tl to 
learn it was a Swede; and lelt a more deadly wound at that intbrmaiiuii 
than even his ball liad inflicted. He was shot on the fifteenth of March, 
and died ' the twenty-ninth, in a state of sufferings which the surgeons 
said they would have declared intolerable, had nut the magnanimity of 
the King endured it all without a groan. 

The a^tation of my narrator, though so many years ‘have past since 
the event, was so great when he spoke particularly oft the subject, that 
while I respecte<l the steadiness of his ^fF(*ctioii, 1 could not but increase 
nay reverence of a Prince, the loss of whom could awaken such never- 
Cea'sing regrets. 

'Among other anecdotes which my friend related to me of his de- 
ceased Moimrch, be«described several gallant instances of a bravery sel- 
dom seen iti Kings since the romantic age4. One or two 1 cannot but 
repeat. . * 

When Ooctdabtwg} the most considerable city is Sweden next to 
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StockhoUn» was bc^leagured hy the Norwegians under Prince Charles of 
Hesse, Guslavus, having been basely betrayed by a refractory part of his 
army, dew to the mountains of Dalecarlia ; and throwing himself uiwn 
the loyally of that hardy j)eopie, iivfbrmed them of tlie extremity in 
•which the country lay, aud called upon them, by the memory of tlieir 
tbnner farm?, to follow him. to the walls of Gottenburg. Three thou- 
siuid came forward at once; tlie example was contagious; Gustavus 
soon found himself at the head of a large ai*my, and directed his march 
to the coast. But doubling that Gottenburg might surrender before it 
c!ould have intimation of the coining succours, be detennined to run 
every |>crsonal risk to save the city. Leaving the brave Dalecarlians 
under a trusty general, U) iVillow with rapidity, he disguised himself, and 
attended by a single domestic, penetrated even through the camp of his 
enemies to the walls of Gottenburg. On appearing at the gates, he with 
much didiculty persuaded the Swedish guard tG allow him to pass.—** If 
you doubt my being a friend,” said he, “ at least take me before 
your conimiander ; should I prove the reverse, I shall then be your 
prisoner.” 

Guslavus was conducted to the military governor ; and what was his 
surprise at beliolding in a man brought to him as a spy, his august 
Sovereign ! The news was the trumpet of victory. The Dalecarlians 
arrived. The King appemed at the head of the garrison ; and, aided by 
other fiftvourable circumstaaoes, tiie siege was raised, and Gottenburgh 
rescu^ ftom a for^gn yoke by the intrepidity of its Monarch. 

This action was not more gallant by land than the battle of the gallies 
‘ was by sea. The Swedes fitted out a f(eet this kind of •vessels with 

c 2 
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guQ-boats, to oppose one of* id. similar construction sent out by the £in> 
pr^s bf Russia under the command of the Prince of Nassau. . Gustavus 
put himself on boaxd one of these gallics, and, after a desperate battle 
with the Prince, captured thirty of his shi^s ; but being afterwards 
hemmed in by two immense Russian squadrons in the giilph of Viborg, 

tlie whole fleet must inevitably have surrendered, had His Ma- 

> 1 . '* 

jesty been less determined to run every danger for the honouf of 
Sweden. 

Some on-board recommended him to give up the day as lost : but 
like our daundess Nelson, it may hG,^\<i lie never kmw fear ; and sup- 
ported in his impregnable resolution by. another of oiir thunder-bolls 
of w^ar, the King, pouring a broadside to the right and left, led the 
way, and. cutting through the very centre of his enemies, not only 
Reaped with honour, but turning round to face the astonished gallics, 
before the rocks of Stehvenko-sund, again grappled t^ith the .Prince of 
Nassau, took from him nearly fifty vessels, with ten thousand prisonm, 
and returned to Stockliolm covered with glory, Great bravery was dis- 
played in die. contest : and while botli were admirable as enemies, who 
but must regret that they arc not always friends P From this victory 
arc^ the peace of Vanela, which not only rejoici^ the ha>rass^ Swedes, 
but filled St. Petersburg with illuminations. 

• , * 

To express Gustavus’ |^se of the share our brave Englishman had 
in the success of the day, he knight<^ him on, the, spot with the Grand 
Cross of the Noble Order" of t^e Sword. Not satisfied with this, he 
asked Sir Sidney what he should ^ve him as h remembi^<%r of 
Schvenko-Bund P .The knight replied, ** ¥^ouf Jklajest5'’s jpsetm^ No, 

* 10 
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my brave friend,” returned the King, ** you shall have your own !” and 
he the next day sent him a fine portrait of Charles the Twelfth. The 
complimtmt was worthy of the Prince, and of the liritish hero. * 

liike Csesaf, I say, “ happy 'was Alexander who had arrived at the 
prize of his career, before the Roman had started !” Though I have also 
received the honour of knighthood, I yet consider my spujrs are to be 
nxm; and in obedience to the higher powers, it will not be very long 
before 1 try their mt^tal. A few days ago 1 was honoured by the official 
investiture of the Equestrian Order of St. Joachim, ekicting me a Knight 
Commander, &c. &c. My diploma was dated May, 1807 ; but owing 
to continental disturbances, I did not receive it till now. You can be- 
lieve, that as this is one of the orders of which our immortal Nelson was 
a brother, ,1 consider the honour I bear as doubled, by its making me a 
knight of hisf fraternity ; and all I now want to make my star shine with- 
out a cloud, is the approval of my own revered 'Sovereign of the dis- 
tinctions I have received. They are estimable 4o your fricntl, not be- 
cause of the title they confer, but as a witness of that esteem having 
been adjudged to him by ftweign nations, which will ever be his ambition 
to deserve in l|is own, I should be unworthy of your friendship were 
not these the smtiments of your faithful friend. 
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letter XXXIX. 


Upsal, j*larctiy 1808. 

TT liapjjened as 1 expected; news arrived from the frontiers v.hich 

put all Stockholm in consternation. The R..ssians had j>ai .cd the 
Swedish lines, and advanced as far as liOuisa, a sea-port town in the 
province of Nyland, on the north coast of the gulph of Finland. No 
information of this intended invasion having been intimated to the 
court of Stockholm by the Russian ambassador, the King issued orders 
for his arrest ; and immediately he and his suite were confined to his 
hotel under a guard of cavalry, without permisaion to communicate with 
any person within or without the town. 

Thus then the javelin has been mutually thrown ; war is declared : 
and as there is no calculating on what may be its events, I shall make 
the most of my lime ; and at this early period of hostilities, set forward 
to .take ray intended tour of the interior. In this frame of mind, I 
prepared to bid a short adieu to Stockholm ; and being provided with 
an agreeable companion in hlr. F— — — s (a son of the good Sir William 

F -s of Edinburgh, whose name nw-d only be mentioned to excite 

the liveliest respect), I left the city: having previously received froin 
a Swedish gentleman a useful route, with directions t render our 
northern travelling as easy and pleasant as possible. 
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His first advice was, that wc should not hire a sledge, but purchase 
one, which might be done for a trifle. Did we commit ourselves to 
the chance of engaging vehicles on tlie road, the consequeiict; might be 
dangerous ; as the hackney sledges arc in general inse<‘ur(' and very 
comfortless. One .iC*rso is sequent for yo\ir machine, if you lie content 
to adoj'l one oi' the srrason ; but should vanity, or inexperience lead you 
u> jMxler 51 an irtge ou p' ileus, you must then have three or four horses ; 
with tile in .*nvenience in these narrow ways, of moving slowly, and 
'Ty ofl m ?he iinminent risque of being upset. The Swedish sledge 

theieforc tlu; Ix^ft ''onvcyaiice in winter : but should the journey be in 
semnicr, Uw'ii J nvommend your own English carriage by all means ; as 
*here is nought you can hiri' along the roads, in the shape of vehicles, 
but mere rustic carls. 

To proceed with rapidity, it is req.usite to send forward to the va- 
rious posts u fbrelfode or courier (what antiquary will gainsay that our 
verb to fqrebode sprung Irom this very noun ^ Indeed tliere are clear 
traces in the language of ''Britain of the former visits of our northern 
neighbours to this island). T’ho foreboding, fore-seeing, fore-doing 
gentleman, or by whatever name you choose to call him, orders horses 
to await you every station, according to the fixed hour when he 
expects you will arrive. By him, all your heavy baggage is sent ; apd 
so honest are the people, that there would be no hazard of any being 
^olen, should it remain, *vilhoul your appt^arance, from thisto dooms- 
day. But should you iic appear al the different stages to the time 
ypur forebode has appointed, this inconvenience ensues ; the boors may 
return to their resuectivc homes with the horses ; you are obliged to 
pay double for thcMii on your arrival, and have the additional punisli- 
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menlf offVyriBtitii:;^ ttntil others are broughiiu An of thia ksnd aJt thr 
drst 'poMk generally oGosunestsadelai^of .tinie to «U thn reltj and ao 
disapfanatment, delay tend expenoe aecntnpanifs you ihrot^hoiit <the 
jhunM^Y* >< * '* 

N V 4 U I ♦ 

The peasant wUoif'bniigH the animals* ia t!hii4l!«ited asith two or three 
schillings fof his douceur ; about twoopence English. Charioteers, or 
postilions* ytm ba«w nmie: you arc ohligfd «»tber to hire a person, ex- 
pressly far thUt piii'poeti$ cff todriyc yowrselftf,tyl|iiob»4f trayelling day and 
mgU, asouM besM) 4lgiwab}p(ami|ipem«mt«> . The hctoal tax foi' each 
hotiiepiapt^ tltsix; JS^ngUsh)* fixed hy.]aAri in \XW^ is twelve srldlUngs 
rix money* abdvrt nine-pence of ouns. «T)hi8» m.aiatting fropi^thc codniry : 
but U‘ Aoht my city, the price is double. ^ » t 

^Thn vjamtion in die length of tho indc of different <^coupjirms* iavery 
icouhblMwo to travellers, who may H PJtacdy awaro of i!bo.«dloued 
givound ig ^(iht t »l loimd }t>very vexatious nt fiiHii and dmt^yofi may 
no«)Muiidde wbaw? I lall> -j«md bo b^nigldcd. whamJ cxpneied dny* I 
iMr yrbii^j think of it* yow'a ibtlc oaictdadmt of iwyk»t'«Mm(>fdmg 
totbd^modttmcomcni of mw/ n^hbouriag natjops^iTtr^ fivoseightlis of 
Swodidh mjiea tnalm » degree* nnd,#ro\mimvabm^to..fiibma ^dekmao, 
■hfttntyidwe,jpw)gt!a|ducid fifty JtlnglSiih, sovtfii^rfii^e Italian 

pnMwndn*d * n , *«♦. 

’f '* * '* I i *' y ,» 'll#,* 

Having taken rite nticamry precaution tor journey into Uvtiy»^p«adfir» 
of ptpvidiug onr^aledge wiCh Vtablcs, I setfort^fith mydHcud* The 
vcbtci|y.«yidt ytn /^’gdflitds, 

Mifiamftg ,ihmb ^ JN||^ M %#» : 

* « 


U < ‘V 
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and 'we arrived at Upsal about eleven at night, having quitted Stock- 
holm at live the same evenings being a distance of seven Swedish miles. 
In summer the circuit is longer, as the waters, being then released, do 
not allow the short cuts now made by crossing over their icy bosoms. 
The borders of these glassy plains are richly wooded, and adorned with 
numerous country i^^kdencea bekmging to the nobility. 

* 

It being dark when we entered this ancient town, you must pardon 
me that I give you no- account of its approach. It is built on the 
banks of thc>iver Fyris, and altogedier exhibits a very venerable ap- 
pearance. Old historians tell us, that U peal was a city in the year of 
our Lord 240, when Ingo, on being elected King of S'rtreden, after the 
death pf his &ther, a wise and brave monarch, fixed his residence here, 
choosing often to be called King of Upsal. At presdnt, ihsh^ of a 
royal palace, it boasts a fine cathedral, in which the monarebs of 
Sweden are usually crowned. From the earliest times/ erudition does 
not seem to have been neglected at Upsal; tome of its Kings, ftom 
their superior l^rning^ acquired the ^ name of m^cians^ the general 
appellation given to sages by the northern bafbanans. In' later ages, 
in the year 1247) Erie XI. instituted a university herei which was after- 
wwds very jriphly endowed both by Gnstavus Vasa and Gustavns AdoU 
pirns. One^^paft of this eatahlidiment being bnilt by the latter 
Monarch, if called uioafleam: Ginrtovtffno. > These places I pinpose going 
particularly 'thrim^) aikl thesti I wiU duly initiate yoii into all their 
kpysteries* .r 

' ' » ■ ' ? . . . ' *■ / • ' 

V ' ■ 'i'.i, ''4 ' ^ J ‘ . - _ " 

iee4bf.t^ pciinate' of Sweden« His dignity once over- 
that the jdiione i be^was a setmtor by hh ofii<ce ^ and possessed 

VOE. II. , .V 
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siicii kn uhiE^sc patrimony, tiiat nodung^ could ‘vrithstatKl th«; 

power of ills rldies. His palace and nedtme were more magnidceni than 

k may >be said, that untiiiiu; accession of Gus- 
mink Vasa- the arc^ikshop/ of Upsal was Sovereign in Sweden. Sinw. 
die IVotde^nt pooiSbsidnf in ^ kingdoniv dMetpva;^eemAg«^Wer of 
the metropolitkii 'is limited writfain the proper bovoids;; and we now see 
tlikt holy simplicity, bl<mded with the grandcm’ -of sacerdotal digui|.y, 
which- bekrheoom&s n representative of the apostles. Through the kind- 
^ one' of my Swedish friends in the capital, i was provided with 
lejEters- bf introduction to iindblomcy the present archblsla^ and also 
td dm-piofcssoisof die imw 


Being im well mtioduced, the’inoming af\;or our aniva}. we paid our 
Gsnee, had ddlivedngoiw credantialsii; were fie^^ a 

dimsk^ anil hindndss which left ii^^ik easu in a mm^ There was no 
%is demeanor; nothnig toimind us tha£;h6 were the 


the 'kingdom,' hmd^we two humble travellers 
visi^ng l»m i^haps ouxof curiosky^ He wel* 
(imiiMed m;^ fne^ insisied up<»i our itlakmg no other ^house hut Jiis 
padaue our home while we staid at Upsal. It was not a mere civil offer, 
tkii lirtdc^lyirN^M on with n cswdioiity tlmb pemna^ dian die 

co9ulbrtk''he *|irotinsnd.. Thus' esmblislij^ iii'^s^ IhmMyv^tm gave oiders 
m the «^y, woidiy 

nbtilee; < afaotkld ^he^ thewu iia j ' dtid ^iduk: oar wite , M obeyed • in 


an thihj^ was sommhhig; l^wtndd haate j^^ 

maters hdsplmiity ; but lOdght fathdr 
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ness, tliat he did not condescend to consider tb^ obligations. The^ 
\rere friends \ii‘hoi» he received, not dependents.^. Endowing bk guesti^ 
widi evciy: consideration belonging to his own honour, ^he maintoined has 
dignity by asserting theirs ; and while- bc^ving to them with . the semxm: 
courtesy he would have used to m Prince, - he elevated his character at the 
moment he raised theirs. TMa is. .a refii^inens in hospitality , practised 
by none but the greatest minds. little ones, tlnnking dieiF dignity 
cannot afford to allow much to others, in general treat their guests with 
indifference ; not avare that in so acknowledging, by their conduct, 
dint their friends are contemptible, they lower themselvea in tho eyes 
of observers, to the level they affect to coatenm. lodinaitea must-erner^ 
seem on a par. 

The arditnshop waa an invalid : and owing to his indnpoailitnl, be 
toid us, he hk&d been obliged to transfer a. cereuicmy be was drat day to 
perform, freon the cathedrad to his palace^ It was tb(^ iaai^watbn lof 
a bisliopv Naming the hour,^ lie invited us to be present, and saewn-s 
while sent one of his librarians to see that we were cfnxcht9ted to all 
note- worthy quarters of the town. 

We first visited the unisrersity -of Gustavus. ildplj^tur*. and tvenc 
ushered into the ^nd • public library. The repository of learning is 
richly- froted woloinea'Cif <# ages^ da iig i « tge «>..apid i besides 

above’ k ^naiHcriptni><^^ walue^and. aitttiqoity. Qne^ 

esteemed dhs ntosd piwe^ m their poaaessioo,. hound fl^endic% im 
solhl silver*' was laid htafoso itt.* lltovtmlefaiated .Codes J^geuiem, It 
waif^dmid^tk Priigudf fmdliag a^^ P thki hbrary by 

thofldtori'dd Ih £iA,^h«iaidMeddinh 

‘ «:2 . 
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printad, at |he Clarcutloii prtiss* Osf<n'd/Ues . iiea^ it ; to render the exa- 
ihiQation of Uje original more easy to the curious. This interesting book 
contains h translation, of the tour Evangelists into the Mesf>g'o( hie lan- 
guage*' i by Piplidnsj , bi^p of Thrace, He acquin;d,,lhat tide from 
having converted ^ih^/n^racia^ to f Christianity. , To niakeyow a little 
better ucqqmnted with.>|Jlphilas, 1 shall soribblet you a rough learner* 

like.tmnHlatipn.:Of a few particulars related in un did account of Upsal, 
■# 


This h?ply; h*#®»^^lphihw^ lived in die fourth 

c«ai^uiy,^l^ dtnreigns of the Etjop^or^fyj^eh* and Valentianus. His 
b’apilatipi^qir ihn isco»s«!»hently phk^i idian,^ by Hidronomy, 

^h|ch» nf all the ^tin yersiowjjis s^qipf^ped to ba#t|ii0!gl»^l«8t»antiqnity. 
The bonk of Ulphilas is in all respects, k valuable i|,npliPiily 

givea hs/«unostinter^ng acquaintance with dm old .Gothic Jangnage, 

m •lwawled^410l’ a likewi# ''d«&w» :ihe 

-piling a5do«#ta^d»e,worl{; dn; question 


J?i%httletra9^^hf^,prp<^s^^^ account of the mode 


,'n ; %4?f& 
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lessors of Upsal told me that this mode of printing was an invenliori 6f 
the ancient Godis. 

The Codex Argentem was long hidden from the learned worltl : i(s 
existence was not even known, • while it lay lost amongst a collection of 
books belonging to the friars of Verden. During the G(.Tnian war, iliis 
library was removed to Prague, where the volume in question fell into 
the hands of Field-marshal Kbningsmarc. In 1648 he gave it to Isaac 
'V^ossins, Queen Christina^s librarian, who took it to England in the 
year 1655, where Count Magnus de la Gurd4 purchased it for four hun- 
dred rix dollars; and bringing it to Sweden, made it a present to the 
univenfsity of Upsal. Probably its name arises from the lemurs being 
silver : one would scarcely imagine that k cover of that metal would give 
a title page to the book. 

« t ^ 

We next had the gratification of taking into our hand one of the first 
impressions of the Bible. It had been the constant companion of the 
studies of Martin Imther ; and opposite the title page is a letter in his 
own hand-writing. Having carefully examined the sacred volume, 
which was quite perfect, a heathen woHc was unfolded to us. The ma- 
nuscript of the Bdda, B ^vas fbuud inTceland; and is said to havb been 
composed by Snore Sturlstone, one of the lulers of that insulated 
couiitryi* ! Ho ie supp<M€d to- have listed long before the introduction of 
Ghri«ti0iiliy< into’ any of die noHherti states. The work is mythological 
and 'c0iitidilsHhe>edigi6nS doctrines of the Scandmatian Odin. Not 
birihg' master’ of the key,^tiil its ittysleries were Idclced tomet but the 
pMufossof who shewed if, said,* that ifr passages arc extremely interesting, 
and iifoll *of verf ' Cttrioaa inforibatfon/- ^Thcrin^ is damediifig -very pnK 
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vokiug in turning over tlie li^ves of famous books/ vrhcn wc are ignorant 
of their language. Our feelings* in such a case, arc not dissimilar to 
what would have l)eon a completely dt'af man's, standing in tin' tbrum 
where Cicero ^vas speaking. 

« The £dda i» written on parchment, and contains several rude draw- 
ings, resemh^g astronomical figures. It is found that these' Pagans, at 
reUgiofis meetings, made a sign on their bi*ea^, not unlike that of the 
cross used by the Greek and Latin churehee. Theirs wan in cufuiue- 
moratkm of the baitleoaxe of ihcir god Tiion. I am not learned enough 
in ecclesiastical rites, to know the odfi^n of most of them : but when 
ve cannot lu*aco the ordinance which Impiicna to striko us in the Scrip- 
ture itself, we may pierha{)» find it where we least expect, as it is ver y 
probable that converted heathens would carryafbwof their old pcae* 
tices into their new religion ; only a little modifying them to the occasion, 
liko the transformatmn of the Pantheon at Rome into a chiwoh of die tfue 
God. These resemblances, few as, they arc, between the cciicmook's of 
tho Pagan anti tlic Christiau wodd, arc cavUlcd at by undfinking people, 
who are apt to say Christianity borrows this and that fiKun Paganism ; 
when dire fact is, as Christianity stands siropAe in the GuspcL ii is intire 
of itsdf, insulated ibwa all conununion with other rdigiona by a dood 
of light unspotted with any. formalities. only ini^incid .igtes am 
baptism and the Lord’s dupper. Hence, wbaiiererelsc woisce alxMJli id, 
whnbermaikmg with the cross, tn* any other wmmmy t if we GMidatE? 
them fniin liaathen sousees, they have been hociwed by. iiMtib; and 
ChnslianityhasiioflhingtQdo wi^ t 

. » ' I . > I f 

.h) vould bet tedious as. wdl as taotalhifiig to yem* whosmteiunta 
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banquet is a good library, to nattio all the I’iire books wo turnod over. 
In fact,, this bibliotheqite contains every carl} ami curious <Hlu»on ol‘ 
the most scarce and r<‘nown<*d works, to the iuMnl>or, I am told, of dithly 
thousand voluin<‘s. 

Ulte saloons are larjrc and well adapJUsd to the studious pnrjjOS(‘ to 
which they are assigned. Tn one of them stand two large oh<*sts, iron- 
bounds sealed and strongly padlocked. I'hey were deposit’d here by 
the %vill of HU late Majesty Gustavus 111. who ofdcn^d that tlwy were 
not to be opened till filly years after liis death. Various an* the eon- 
jectnres on their contents. Periiaps, <mic she'd of paper in each, am- 
taiiiiug a saitable and wholesome reflection! In the same building is 
the hall ibr poblie leetaros , an anatomical theatre tbunded by Rnbcek ; 
an astronomical observ'atory planned by Celsius ; and a botanical garden 
laid out by Linnaeus ! All, classic ground, you will ssiy. Having 
enjoyed this nK'ntal treat tviih as much pleasure as the extreme Cf)l<l 
would allow, at the appointed hotir sve returned to our friend the Arcli- 
bishop, to be present at the ejcptrtcd ceremony. 

On re-entering flie state-apartments of the palace at two o'elcv'k, we 
touud a great assemblage of persons. His (jracc, and those to be etn- 
ploycsd in the oflidal duties, were ali«ady habited in their religious 
vestments, nod on the moment of comminncing the sacerdotal rites. 
The Archbishop was apparelled in long robes of gold tissne superbly 
embroidered, witli a jewcllod mitre on his head, and a full embossed 
croainr in bis hand. Ttie serene eKpremion of his countenance, and tlie 
height of his pmoctti, gave a holy commatid to lus flgure, which the 
wM^ufioence Of his mcred habit increased, by leminding us of iho 



l60 TRAVELLING SKETCHES IM SWEDEN. 

prophet Suinue]. On a table opposite him lay a biblc richly bound 
in crimson velvet; also the official documents of the new syffragan's 
dignity ; the episcopal oath ; and paper of reception signinl by the hand 
of the King. 

The clergyman who awaited his approaching elevation, stood in the 
front, to receive the investiture of his rank, as well as the righteous 
admonitions of his superior. After the Archbishop had most empha- 
tically delivered a short sermon on the occasion, the oath was admi- 
nistered, the cross suspendtid by a gold chain was hung round his neck ; 
tlie robe was put upon his shoulders ; and then kneeling, he received 
the holy lienediction, the cimier being at the same time placed in his 
hand. A few rainuU's of silent prayer elapsed, and the newly-invested 
rising, the surrounding clergy saluted him Bishop (f Calmar, 

Tlic habits of the Archbishop, of his lordship of Calmar, and of 
four oUiers placed on each side of His Grace, were all magnificently 
splendid. Two of the four bishops were in black velvet, richly em- 
broidered with silver ; having on their breasts a triangle and glory with 
the Hebrew characters customary in that symlxd. On their backs, the 
cross of Christ is wrought in silver, with the crown of tlioms, &c. Tlie 
rest of the consecrated assembly were surpliced in white. An hour 
saw the completion of the ceremony. To-morrow a dinner is to be 
given by the primate in honour of the new bishop ; a scene which, 1 
niake no doubt, will present as much food for the mind, as for the 
palnte. I know not exactly how many of the lioly cofiegc 1 shall see ; 
but I am told that thirteen bishops now form the number which hold 
that' dignity in Sweden ; formerly there wen* no menre than sm. The 
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archbishop of course takes precedence of them all, having besides the 
subordinate classes of the clergy under his sacred crozier. 

Being, as it appears, on consecrated ground, you shall hear more from 
me on similar subjects . to-morrow ; meanwhile, sharing the good arch- 
bishop's blessing with you, 1 commit you to heaven, and remain ever 
yom faithful friend. 
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LETTER ^L. 


Upsal, March, 1808. 

/^UR morning's walk was to the cathedral. Its archiLecturo is Gotliic, 
but spoiled by the materials of which it is built, being merely brick 
of a very bad colour. From Uiis cause its outward ornaments are few, 
having none but on the entrances, wluch are composed of stone. The 
great front is flanked with two towers, formerly surmounted by spires : 
another was elevated from the centre of the church, when a fire happening 
by some unexplained accident, burnt them all three ; and in their stead 
a .set of brick lanterns areerectal, of an awkward Roman architecture ; 
thus, as we too often do inO^ir country, ruining both styles by so prepos- ^ 
terous a union. . ' 

The age of the cathedral is not ascertainerl precisely. It is generally 
8upiws('d to have had its. first stone laid by Charles the Seventh, (called 
by the Swed(« Carl Suerkerson), in the year 1162; and it is very pro- 
bable, for he was not only an excellent Prince, but very einin(«t for pub- 
lic acts* of piety lie entombed his predecessor the pious Eric*the 
Ninth in this church ; and to give all cccl«»iastical respect to the priest- 
hood in his dominions, was the first who elevated the see of Upsal to 
the archiepiscoiial dignity. For tliis purpose he obtained a bull from 
Pope Alexander III., who consecrated Stepbanus archbishop of Upsal. 
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The interior of the church, like most other cathedrals in this country, 
is formed of a long broad aisle, and two side ones of narrower dij ncnsions. 
The pillars are of the simple Gothic in clusters. The adjacent parts of 
the edifice are equally plain, correspondi^ in the same want of ornament 
so faithfully, that not even a rose finishes the centre of the many arches 
which terminate themselves along die roof. While 1 looked at it, I could not 
help thinking, that after all the homage that Mrinarch paid to the papal 
chair, His Holiness was very ungrateful jhbt to send one sprig from his 
eonsecratetl tree to bloom across naked ,^alls. The whole has been 
painted whitt?, a violent de.stroyer of that mild rcligiousJight so harmo- 
nious with the purpose of these buildings. ^ similar bad taste has 
daubed the capitals of all tlie columns with a dark lead colour, which 
gives them the effect of so many smoking chimneys. 

Amongst the numerous monum^ts which filled the aisles, my eye was 
first arrested by that of Gustavus Vasa. The image of the King is placed 
between the effigies of his two wives. If the figure resembles the hero, 
ho must have been very like our representations of Edward the Third. 
His countenance is so fine, that to enable you to enjoy its venerable lines 
as well as myself, 1 inclose a sketch that I made from an excellent picture 
of this monarch. The monument is of white marble, of which material 
the statue of the great Gustavus is sculptured, habited in armour. His 
Queens are richly dressed in robes of stale. 

If Kings could guess what pusses in their subjects^ minds while stand- 
ing over the grave of a good monarch, they would understand the true 
secret of power ; they would comprehend the real meaning of the eastern 
salutation, mtuj the Kmg live for ever ! He lives for ever whose bene- 
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ficial reign establishes his name in the memories of the people to the 
latest posterity. 

4 

Many other tombs of the ilJ[iistrious dead, scattCTed the pavement in 
sad ruins. Another memento mori^ that all the storied urns and animated 
busts which ever attempted to eternize the fame of man, have their day 
of mouldering; and are indeed of no use towards . their great aim, 
unless tlie name they celebrate is of sufficient worth to be its own 
monument. 

You will smile at so many grave remarks from me ; but recollect 
where I am : as Solomon says, there is a time for every thing 1 and you 
would not have me playing the harlequin over the graves of saints and 
heroes. Little more than half a score years ago, you conducted me 
with many a gay prank through the wonders of Westminstfir Abbe}' ! 
But since then, having lost with our school-boy gowns the better stuff 
within, to turn all shows of gravity to a mirth-moving Jest ; since, as the 
old women say, “ the black .cow has trod so heavily on our heels," you 
must be content to follow my cowed footsteps a grave pace round the 
tomb-stones. 1 prithee do not knock me down with one of them, for 
thus, even in a church, breaking out into my old sin ; and one too, so 
enormous, that a Pope greater than Hildebrand, denounced it to be 
“ worse than picking a pocket." However, 1 will alone for my trans- 
gression by shew ing you all the treasures of this catlicdral ; and first I 
lead you to the shrine of Saint Eric. 

It is of massy silver, and encircles the remains of that holy and brave 
monarch. . Being descended of an ancient family, well known in Sweden 
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by ihe name of Bondc, he was decletl King in 11.50 ; his valour having 
recomrnfiiJcd him to tlic people, rather than the piety which afterwai Js 
obtained his canonization. Under his auspiets religion made rapitl 
strides. He entered Finland at the head of an army, less as an ol)j( ci 
of ambition, than to propagate the Christian faith. His presence awed 
the natives to submission without a drop of blood ; and taking it as a 
good omen vouchsafed to his zeal, he not only disj)ersod missionaries 
throughout the provinces, but became an, apostle himself; and endea- 
voured with all possible ardour to complete the conversion of the 
p(‘opl(^ Those* whom he found so obstinate in their errors as to refuse 
bajHism, he banished the country, consigning them to the sterile provi- 
dence of the gods they served. On returning to Upsal he collected 
the ancient laws of the kingdom into one body, adding new edicts of 
his own of the first importance to the welfare of th<^ public. But these 
peaceful virtues were so far from gaining the hearts of a people accus- 
tomed to outrage and plunder, that they became incensed, and in all 
parts rose in rebellion. To attempt to execute the laws of justice and 
equity at a time, aiul in a country wht're fince and power were reckoned 
sufficif'iJt arguments to excuse, and even to justify injury, was so mighty 
a crime in their eyes, that they could endure him no longer. He was 
attacked during divine service on Ascension-day, in the year ll6l, by 
a party of his ungrateful subjects, under Magnus Hcnrickson, King of 
Denmark. When he was told that the enemy surrounded the house, he 
answered, “ Let me rest till mass is over. 1 trust in God eitiier to fight 
for me, or to receive me. I cannot sufficiently serve him.” The walls 
were scaled, and a dr<‘adful battle ensued. After a most gallant resist- 
ance the King surrendered ; but the brutal Danish monarch had him 
instantly stripped and beheaded within sight of both armies. 'I’he scene 
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of this miirdcr is the very spot on whidi the church called Denmark has 
since been built. 

In a recess to the left on 'entering the church, is a flat monument of 
porphyry, dedicated to the celebrated Linnmus. His pfbfile is in relievo 
on a small oval tablet, bearing a simple inscription, merely recording the 
time of his birth and death. After wandering with little or ho interest 
amongst the remaining tombs, we were at length led into a low cell 
which contained the relics of ancient popery. Chalices, cnicifixes, holy 
vestments, and sundry other vestiges of Catholic worship, met our eyes. 
Onecross'of silver, of an immense size, was not unworthy of notice ; the 
workmanship was very curious and rich ; in parts many deep cavities 
were visible, which had formerly been filled with precious stones. At the 
fool of this consecrated emblem is a considerable piece of the real cross, a 
present from one of the pope^ to the Fathers of U psal. From the numerous 
morceaux of this kind I have met in my narrow travels, I cannot but 
suppose that the providers of Europe with these relics must have had a 
forest of them. I have seen likewise, at least, five hands of the same 
sainted martyr, who, not to suspect the truth of the monks tliat possessed 
them, must undoubtedly have been a descendant of Briareus. 

One singular piece of antiquity was presented to us, the remains of 
a standard made of a shift that belonged to one of the ancient queens, 
I believe Margaret de Valdcmar. If this were Her Majesty's last gar- 
ment of the kind, in a double sense she must Imve been sadly reduced 
thou^ how that should happen I cannot make btit^as she ^ied im- 
perial over three kingdoms ; and therefore more likely to have made her 
final exit in a robe of tissue, than in one of the present &brick.' 'Ihe 
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ensign was surely sufficient to determine its bearer to stand ; to inspire 
its followers with tenfold ardour: what soldier could desert such a banner? 
What knight would not fight more valiantly before its snowy lawn, than 
under the standard of Csesar ? A queen’s shift is so unique a palladium 
to defend, so rare a trophy to win, tliat I do not doubt the most des- 
perate acts of valour took place in the contention of who was to possess 
the honoured' linen which once enveloped the delicate per^n of a 
royal dame.- I cannot omit observing that it was not the finest I ever 
saw, but quite the contrary. How it happened to be thus exposed, I 
cannot easily guess : she would hardly 'imake a present of so rough a 
chemise to her lover Broderson ; and he would not be such a tell-tale, as 
to transform it into an ensign for his troops : no, I am rather inclined 
to regard it as a penitential garment. Wc have heartl of folk mourning 
theirjiins in sackcloth ; and probably tliat 'ambitious queen might choose 
now and then so -to humble her body for the. pride, of her soul — a 
fashionable way in those days of compounding for the sins they were 
determined to keep. This then might be her robe of mortification ; 
and no bad trophy for the monks to she^v of their royal mistress’s 
piety. So enamomvxl am I of my guess-work, that, 1 liave now no 
doubt it was under this banner, Eric Trolle, the warlike primate of 
Sweden,. marched against the virtuous Sleno and the Great Guslavus, 
to dispossess the former of the supreme power ; and to enforce the 
union of Calmar, the darling object of this beauUM>us Amazon, So far 
iny history of thq royal sliifl. 

In ode corner of the sacristy stands a block of oak, rudely sculptured 
into a head and body; time, accident and ill-usage Jj^aving deprived it 
of the other parts, and us of the pleasure of viewing so ancient an idol 
ccmpletc. The god Thor is the object of our contemplation. The 
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hf,*ad is by no means bad ; its character is beyond mediocrity, and 
possesses much of the general air of the anticpies which represent Jupiter : 
at least as far as the rude instrunients of barbarism on wood could give 
an idea of divinity. This curious remain was brought from the old 
pagan temple nt)t far distant from the city; and is believed, by the 
learned, to have been the chief idol of those dark ages. The sight of 
this savage god finished the rarities ol‘ the cathedral; and expressing our 
wish to be conducted to the ancient temple, by the assistance of His 
G racers carriage, we wen* conven ed to the spot. 

It is now bticomc the parish church of Old Upsal, a towa to the 
nortli of Upsal, and like it, once the r<«idence of Kings. On leaving 
the more youthful capital, we passed over a vast plain which has often 
flowed with the blood of contending armies. Its name is romantic 
enough to inspire many a modern poet with rhyming propensities; just 
the word to close each stanza to admiration of some metrical ballad 
singing the chiefis of other times. Attend ! and thank me for the first 
refusalj even if you do not take fire at the sound. — The Plain ot" 
Furissival! What can be belter? How sonorous, how w'ild, how 
descriptive of deeds of arms ! Don Quixote would have run mad upon 
it ; and Ariosto’s raptures would have sung forth an t'iulogy of. northern 
heroes, that would have made his Orlandos and Tholands look like fools. 
Besides this magical sound, the scene is fraught Avith poetical applica- 
tions. It is bounded by several high mounds, raised in memory of fallen 
chieftains ; every ont^ of Avhich has its OAvn legend, full of adventures 
and ehivalric glory. 

But to my temple. It is said to be llic only remnant of the sort now 
standing in Sweden : and if ancient chronicles tell true, it also would 
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have beoii swept a^ay so (jarly as the tenth century, if’ a royal mandate 
had been obeyed. King Eric the Seventh (an ancestor of the Saint’s) 
Ix'ing converted to Christianity by Adel wart and Stephanus, missionaries 
from Hamburgh, to signal iae his religious zeal, ordered tlus very temple 
at Upsal to be demolished, l^ut the people, looking uj)on such com- 
mands as a sufficient crime against their gods, instead of complying, 
stole upon the King at the dead of night, and sacrificed both him and 
the Germans to their offended deities. He is regarded as the first Swedish 
martyr. 

The form of the temple was, as far as 1 could trace it amongst its 
present incumbrances, a parallelogranj. I'he materials, masses of granite 
and ffinl. 1 did not find it <lifficull to distinguish the old Scandinavian 
walls from the more modern additions niade to adapt the building to its 
refornujd purposes. But, were you not apprised of its antiquity, the 
changes made by windows, doors, altar, and organ, have so new an 
appearance, that you would never guess its anti-christihn origin. Under 
its present fK*a(;cful roof, you Mould never suspect that hecatombs of 
beasts, and cvc'ii man, had bled to appease imaginary deitit^s. It has the 
burthen of a very ill -constructed spire, which adds grace neither to the 
one arehiU'clure nor to the other. Gibbon, in his Roman Emj)ire, men- 
tions this very building, as near as 1 can recollect, as follows. (As my 
memt)ry is not the most tenacious in the world, if 1 trip a little in the pre- 
cise words, having not the books at haiul, you will forgive me.) 

“ Till the end of the eleventh century a celebrated temple subsisted 
at Upsal, the most considerable town of the Swedes and Gotlis. It was 
enriched with the gold which the Scandinavians luul acquired in their 
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piratical adventures, and sanctified by the uncouth representations of 
their three principal deities: the God of War, the Goddess of Genera- 
tion, and the God of Thunder.” 

A very few yards from the church are three liigli mounds, decidedly 
artificial, under which are said to be buried the icinains of these deified 
personages, Odin, Friga, and Thor. Little now is left of the extensive 
forests which used to surround Upsal, and formed the religious retire- 
ments of the priests of Odin ; but, as my bofbre-cpiotetl author speaks of 
them, I shall again attempt to recall his words. 

“ In a general festival that was solemnized every ninth year, nine ani- 
mals df every species, not excepting the; human, were sacrificed, and 
their bleeding bodies suspended in the sacred groves adjacent to the tem- 
ple. The only traces that now subsist of this barbarous superstition 
(thanks, I say, to the light of Christianity !) are contained in the Edda, 
a system of mythology compiled in Iceland, and studied by the learned 
of Denmark and Sweden, as the valuable; remains of their anticpiilies. 
Notwithstanding the mysterious obscurity of the Edda, we can easily 
distinguish two j)ersons confountled under the nam<; of Otlin ; the God 
of War, and the great legislator of Scandinavia. The latter, the Ma- 
honimed of the North, instituted a religion adapted to the climate and 
to the people. N umerous tribes on (;ither side of the Baltic, were sub- 
dued by the invincible valor of Odin, by his persuasive eloquence, and 
by the fame he acquired of a most skilful magician.” 

Like Lycurgus, the principles he had propagated during a long and 
prosperous life, he confiraied by a voluntary death. Appreht^inve of 
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ihe ignominious effect of the approach ol’ disease and infinnily, lie resolved 
to expire as became a warrior. In a soliann assembly t)l‘ the Swedes 
and Gotiis (perhaps convcmed in this very temple), he woundtxl himsi lf 
in nine mortal parts ; hastening away, as he asserted with his dying 
breath, lo jirepare I'or tlann the ti'asl of heroes in the palace of the Cod 
of War. It seems that the Edda, though an old northern work, was 
w'rillen in the thirU'iinth century. Hence, 1 should not be surprized to 
trace in it, as w'c may in the Koran of Mahommed, many plagiarisms 
from th(' book of the Ajiostles. 

The author of the Edda makes Odin a lineal descimdant from Priam 
of 'JV 03 '. How he came by this pedigree, Heaven knows ; but, like most 
of th('. writers in those ages,, neither absurdity nor falsiduxid ever were 
stumbling blocks in the way of establishing a determined point. How- 
ever, the assertion is not iinjirtibable, and scholars generally admit the 
ai^count as bearing many marks of truth. It is well known that at the 
fall of Troy both Grecian and 'rrojan heroes Avere put to the route; 
they hatl to sec'k hdnu's on many a far-distant shore. It is also ascer- 
taiiuxl that this military laAvgiver emigrated norlliAvard from the coasts 
of the Caspian Sea, not far from the Tanais. He was accompanied by 
innumerable persons, Avhose eastern magnificimcc surprised the inhabit- 
ants of the shores of the Baltic ; and by awe, gentleness, and pt*rsua- 
sion, he soon brought these savages U> a regular mode of government ; 
directing his laws and institutions with the greatest wdsdom and intre- 
pidity. The Icelaiidish historian mentions, as a prool*, whence the 
Prince and his retinue came, that the natives called them Aesir, or 
Asiaticks. 1 cannot but pause a moment to observe what a favourable 
event to the world was the destruction of 'I'roy. Its ten Ycaj*s’ Avar, and 
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consequent miseries seemed a scliool in which Providence perfected 
those heroes wlioin he afterwards meant to distribute over the globe, 
as his lawgivers and instruments of. civilization. Many, like Cyrus, 
know not the commander whom they serve., 

Odin, it is said, lixed upon Upsal as the capital of his dominions ; 
and Snore Sturlstone also giA cs him the credit of erecting the temple 
in question; but 1 must beg leave to dissent from that opinion ; vener- 
able as it may be, there is yt^l an evidence beyond assertion, and that 
is fact. Now the fact is, that this ancient <‘dilicc is totally opposite in 
its architecture from the Asiatic magnificence ; possessing nothing in the 
least similar with any buildings in that ])arl of the world ; and therefore 
1 make bold to suggest that this temple was raiseil by the native worship- 
pers of Thor, long before the arrival of Odin. The rudeness of the 
structure is a sufficient argaiment for this pix'suniption. Odin may 
have decorated it with gold and silver, and superb consecrations, after 
the manner of his own country ; but certainly the walls, which are now 
all that remains to us, are of old Scandinavian origin. 

The hejid of the northern deities 1 have already mentioned was 
Thor. lie was regarded as the most powerful, Oilin and his wife 
Priga were not deific“d till some years after thc'ir deaths, when the zt.‘al 
of one of their Successors, and the veneration of the people, dec1ar(‘d 
the royal pair to have; been dcscendtKl gods. A belief in the immor- 
tality of the soul was amongst the principles of their ndigion : and not 
unlike the Mahommedan faill), they held the warrior creed, that those 
alone who fell in battle, or dial a volunlary deatii, were admitted into 
the hall of gods and htToes ; there U) remain to all eternity, pledging 
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each other in hjdromel from llie skulls of their enemies. This strangt* 
sort of Elysian saloon, where the spirits of warriors from all nations 
rioted, tvas supposed to be of the most agrt'cable heat ; an enjoyment, 
to natives of the jioles, fraught with eternal delights. The most horrid 
idea they could conceive of the hell to which their enemies were de- 
voted, was a hell colder if possible than ice. Having passed several 

hours amidst these druidieal remains, we returned from Odin and Thor, 

* 

to the Archbishop and his feast of shells. 

Next morning, which was this morning, (having slrayt'd on the 
former one so many centuries from New Upsal), that I might give you 
a fair idea of the distant as|)ect of the city, I set forth to view it on the 
Stockholm side. As you approach, the castle prestmls itsc'lf on a com- 
manding eminence. In past ages I do not doubt its barbaric magui- 
fic('nce ; but at present, it is a poor representative of its royal prede- 
cessor, being a modern castellated structure, without any means of 
defence but the governor within its walls. Having little to say in* its 
praise, 1 will.makt! up tlui deficienc}" by giving you an extract from a 
Swedish account 1 found in the university here, and which begins right 
foridly. 

“ Since the clear sun of the Christian religion iDcgan to spread its 
rays over the sovereigns of Sweden, they removed from Old Gumla 
(Old Hpsal), which was still involved in the darkness of heathenism, to 
capitals more suitable to their brightening light. But when a firm 
establishment of the doelrities of Christ was generally fixed tliroughout 
the country. King Eric the Saint look up his residence in the 

New tJpsal. Even after the tbundation and growing. splendor of Stock- 
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IidIiii, most of ihc sovcroigns came to the aiicic'nl capital to be crowned ; 
and many passed much of their time in its noble caslle. But this royal 
building, like 1 he city, has experienced sad reverses: lioin theiunhappy 
period of Margaret’s treaty of Calmar it has suffered by friends as well 

m 

as foe^ ; and plundered and sacked, it is now a mere shallow of its 
former greatness.” 

The city is situated on a plain ; and die spots on which the caslle 
and cathedral are placed, lieing elevatt'd, a no inconsiderable air of con- 
sequence is imparted U) the view. The adjoining woods are great orua- 
numts to the suburbs ; and stretch onward into the country to a great 
distance. This rich sct'nt'ry, united with the fine river that flows 
through the town, renders the situation of U jisal nmarkably jileasant. 
Wriling of trees and shady banks is very apt to bring into one’s head 
the animated works of nature, which, in most countries, impart the 
sweetest charms to fields and groves. What is it our Campbell says of 
Paradise till Eve ajipeared ? 

" The world was $ad ■— the garden was a wild ! 

And man» the hermit^ sighed till woman smiled !” 

i5o woman, with smiles or without, visited our hermit eyes amongst the 
shades of IJpsal. What they did with themsc^lves I cannot guess ; but 
not a single female under the age. of fifty, ever indulged us with a glance 
even in the streets ; and when the wind did condescend to blow tlieir 
enonnous veils aside that we might catch a glimpse of their faces, I 
can assure you I felt no inclination to follow Vitpmir*s example by fall- 
ing in love with my grand moth&. 
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Returning from our ramble, we directed our steps to the more attrac- 
tive walks of the Botanic Garden: indeed I may say, that since' my 
arival I have been a very student ; having passed three parts ol‘ every 
day in tliese admirable schools of the sciences. I’he edifice that con- 
tains the Academy for Botany and Natural History, was erecUxl on the 
plan of a Swedish architect. Its form is more whimsical than beautiful ; 
being a strange mixture of temple, granary, and dwelling-house, a kind 
of gigantic grotesque, like a lion springing from the cup of a daffodil. 
The portico in front is very ridiculous, besides being formed of clumsy 
pillars, in bad imitation of those which composc<l the temple at 
Pcstum. 

The outside only is to be: blamed ; internally all is in order. The 
institution is well conducted ; and every department attended with the 
strictest attention. I’he collection of plants, though not very exten- 
sive, is good, and k('pt in an excelh'nl stale: but, neither you nor J 
having the honour to bi; botanists, the less that is said t)n the subject 
betw(x:n ns, so much the better. All my acquaintance with plants is 
by their beauty and their fragrance, and there 1 am their humble ser- 
vant. Above one of these groves of sweets, namely the orangery, in 
which I regaled my sense of smelling ftwr a good half hour, (Epicurufr- 
like, doubling my pkamre wliile one of my learned friends was holding 
forth,) are the apartments tior the /oology. This department of the 
museum is very large. An immense saloon below contains animals of 
all kinds, stuffed, and otherwise prepared for {)reservation. The pro- 
fessor, Upsilius, possesses a private collection extremely interesting: he 
made it himself during his travels in Africa and other remote regions 
of the world. 
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The specunens of minerals in this university are very curious. But 
the medals being mo];e to iny taste (of which they have a large and 
excdlently arranged collection), I dedicated a long time to' their in- 
spection: and so welt pleasiid was I with my entertainment^ and the 
urbanity of t^ie professor, who condescended to point out to me beauties 
which otherwise I might not have discovered, that I added Webb's 
admirable medal of the British hero of the G allies to the number. 
Besides the fine execution of the die, the subject is so idolized in Sweden, 
that I could not have given the academy a more valued present. 
Having had several sent out to me from Elngland, I' had previously 
presented one to the royal collection at Stockhohn ; where it probably 
now lies by the sides of his brothers in fame. 

I must not omit mentioning a suit of pictures in the anti-room to 
the medal apartment. They relate the story of Christian the Secemd ; 
and of course are a representation of tyrannies and horrors. The 
dresses are highly interesting both to an antiquary and an artist. They 
are very ancient productions ; and I am told the habits, military, ec- 

'' 4 

clesiastical and civil are (luile correct. One of the pictures is particu- 
larly striking : it is a battle between the troops of the tyrant and the 
brave Dalecarlians. This academy was founded by Swanlo Sture, the 
excellent administrator, in 1476* Pope Sixtu$ IV. endowed it with 
similar privileges to that of Bologna ; and some years afterwards, when 
the supreme office was filled by Steno, the virtuous son of Swanto, he 
made it large presents, afiiongst which might probably be these^pictures. 

I shall take my present farewel of Upsal, byrnaking another extract 
from my Swedish author. 
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“ The beginning of the Academy may be compared to a clear morn- 
ing which promises a beautiful day : but turbulent times, heavy mis- 
fortunes,* inward controversies, and bloody wars, soon rolled darkness 
and thick clouds over the sky of Swedish learning. I’he Muses were 
silenced ; the youth were scattered abroad ; the sages disappeared ; and 
the Academy, instead of being regarded as the garden of knowledge, 
became a desert.' But seasons more tranquil have succeeded ; Upsal 
rises from her decay, the youth of Sw'eden return, and the shores of the 
Baltic are again enlightened by her scientific fires." 

My fin; and my pen are both worn out for the night; the latter can 
hardly scrawl the adieu ! of your faithful friend. 


A A 
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LETTER XLI. 


Sahi March, 1808. 

J|AVING visited all above ground, we now proposed to explore the 
nether regions : and accordingly set forth for Dunamora, the nearest 
mine, and particularly celebrated for its iron and furnaces. Its depth 
is* above eighty fathoms. The distance being little more than four 
Swedish miles from Upsal, we soon arrived at this interesting spot. 

Aa we drove along and approached the vicinity of the mine, we wore 
entertained by the picturesque effects of the villages inhabited by the 
miners, the forges and furnaces for working and smelting the iron when 
brought above the surface of the earth. These are on a very extensive 
scale, and employ daily about three hundred persons. On arriving at 
the mouth of this entrance to Hades, 1 found the monarch of the scene, 
the director, more than civil ; the introduction of our archiepiscopal 
Mend produced us tlie most polite attention ; and having examined 
all around, oiur intelligent conductor attended us to view the wonders of 
the abyss. 

Hic descent is not like that usually found, tlie opening being of a 
large extent, instead of the well-like perforation of common mines. 
The mode of passage is in casks, fixed to huge cables, which are raise4 
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and lowered by means of horses. When they are filled with ore, the 
workmen, standing upon the edges of tlie vehicle, and having their arms 
clasped round the rope, ascend with the greatest composure. I occu- 
pied one half of the bucket appointed for my carriage, and the director 
the other, carrying bundles of wood in order to light us through the 

caverns. Mr. F s descendexl in a second machine of the same 

sort. , 

'Phe depth from the mouth to the surface of the water, now congealed, 
at the bottom, is sixty-five fathoms ; the further depth through the ice 
to the old base, is twenty more. I was surprised at such a subterraneous 
mass of waters, when my conductor explained the circumstance, by 
informing me, that about twelve or fourteen years ago a neighbouring 
lake rose to so great a height as to inundate that part of the country, and 
overfloAV the mine. The accident, for a time stopped the labours of the 
workmen. A steam-engine was constructed to draw off the waters so 
far as to enable the men to dig the ore. The water is drawn from the 
bottom by a wheel twenty-two yards in diameter, and is afterwards con- 
veyed along an aqueduct two thousand five hundred yards in length. 
By these means ten fathoms of water being annually discharged, in the 
course of two years they will be able again to work in its ancient 
bottom. 

I think I never beheld so sublime a sight as struck my eyes, when 
niid-way suspended between the upper and nether world, I looked to- 
wards the distant sky, or downwards into regions of a lurid night. The 
miners, with lighted torches, attended us through the various excava- 
tions and dark caverns which yawned from all quarters of the abyss. 

A A 2 
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During oiir exploring Avalk we were suddenly arrested by a most tremend- 
ous sound, which, for a moment, struck us with undescribable honor ; the 

t 

<'arlh shook under our feet ; and we lookc'd, 1 cannot tell how ; but our 
conductor smiled, and told us, it Avas only lh<‘ )nen blasting tlie rocks for 
the ore. As he spoke, the; noise roartnl along the black avenues of the 
mine, re-echoing through the higher vaulls like the loud bellowings ol‘ 
thunder, 'fo aftord a shelter ibr tla; Avorkmen during this haijardous part 
of their tluly, a small retreat is e.onstrueled of thick beams ; and here 
they re tire in safety to aAvait the expt'cted explosion, which hurls the rent 
fragments Avith furious A'ioleuce in every direction. 

The extent of the min<‘ is about eighteen hundred feet, l^arge as it is, 
the pre-t'ininenee it bi'ars in the vyv. of taste, arises from a peculiarity dif- 
fering entirely from all others in the kingdom. The Avhole ol' the mine is 
laid open to the sky, having more the appcsirance of a gigantic ch it in 
the earth tnade by some convulsion of nature, than an <‘lii'et of the indus- 
try of man. The })eoj)le beloAV had kindled a tire, the grey smoke from 
which made a j)ietures(pie contrast to the d('ep gloom that ))crvaded the 
rocky jArecipices : nearer the mouth, the bright light, of the sun’s rays 
shone upon the (diffs and hanging icicles, Avhich glittered like* so many 
masses of brilliants. The descending and ascending ropes, equal to a 
stout cable, seemed the liiu'st cobw(‘b ; and the huge pn)j<‘Cting rocks 
l(K)ke(l as if every explosion Avould shake them from their already trem- 
bling situation, and crush the labouring AvnUches bcloAv. My little sketch 
Avill convey tin* picture more accurately than my pen. 

In one quarter of lla* mine is a soil of well-staircase constructed of 
wood. It is composed of ladders, steps, and landing-places in the rock, 
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at various heights, which giaduully communicate with th(' lop ; a mode 
of ascending and descending by far too fatiguing for nov ices. 'I'o ihosi 
who ar(-‘ fond of mineralogy tiiis mine is doubly intercsling, as man} 
curious and beautiful specimens may be; procured. Not being ol' this 
philosojdiical class, 1 remounted with unburthened poeki'Is ; and bidding 
a grateful farewcl to our atlentivc conductor, we returned, well j)l<^ased 
with our morning's researclu's, to Upsal. 

Before we proccedt'd to Sala, 1 expressed to lln^ Archbishop my wish 
to visit the Mora Steinar, which I underslood was at some little distance 
from the city. But His Grace told me the sight would not now repay 
UK' for my trouble. It was originally a collection ol’ stones plaei'd, with 
a particular arrangement, in the midst of a field ; and within the circle, 
of which the Kings of Sweden, in the barbarous ages, used to be elected, 
and r(;ceive the homage of their nobility. One only of the stones has 
any inscription, and that is in Runic characters. By the use U) which 
tradition appropriates the Mora Steinar, we might ratlu^r guess that 
our Stonehenge had been dedicated to similar purposes, than that it 
was, as some suppose, cither a burying-place, or a temple of the gods. 
There, it is probable, on the extensive plain adjoining, the assembled 
aborigines ol’ this island elected their chief, and within those cidossal 
bulwarks swore fealty to his arms. This rude kind of architecture, 
though gc’nerally spoken of as being peculiar to tlu; northern nations, is 
not contined to ihc in. 1 remember (I cannot exactly tell where, but I 
think in some old Grtx k author), reading a description of similar remains 
in ancient Greece. 


The Archbishop gave me so miserable an account of the Swedish relics 
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of this kind, iiiforiniug me that a worse ihaa Goth had renioved the 
Mora Sleinar from its native situation, and placed it somewhere else* 
in what fashion he pleased. Hence, to see its original disposition was 
imj)Ossible, and the visit would have ended in mortitication. 

* 

Early in the morning of the,twcnty-tburth we left U psal, in our usual 
slcdge-conveyanees ; and at a very late hour the same evening arrived at 
Sala, the city whence the great silver mine derives its name. The road 
was unvaried, differing little from Uiat to Dunainora, excepting here 
and there a few masses of granite, similar to tliose in Finland, broke die 
level surface. 

This little city far excetnls, in neatness and regularity, the more capa- 
cious one 1 have just left. It is twenty-eight English miles from Upsal, 
and stands very pleasanUy towards the west. Its church is large and 
respectable, having handsome dc'coratioiis, and a gcnid altar-piece ; the 
subject is the Last Supper ; it is well executed, and superbly framed in 
carved work and gilding. The place or stjuare, is extensive and clean, a 
jewel of the first water in my eyes! The houses are commodious and 
even elegant ; and the whole city wears the air of prosperity and 
cheerfulness. 

The fashions of die natives may vary as I penetrate farther into the 
interior and less civilized regions ; but here, the style of dress for the 
lower ranks is much die same as that worn by the Welsh peasantry. Tlie 
women wear a similar coloured handkerchief over their heads, tying it 
under the chin ; also the old Cambrian woollen bed-gowns, blue-striped 
petticoat, red stockings, heeled shoes, and large buckles. We cannot 

9 



TRAVELLING SKETCHES IN SWEDEN. 


183 


bpast of beauty. The men, habited like our Welsh boors, are not more 
graceful figures, being strong and robust, but in features as rugged as 
t^heir native rocks. However, rough as their outsides may be, they havt; 
honest souls. I conversed wilh many, and a great pleasure it was to me 
to observe the patriotic spirit which spoke from all their lips. The pea- 
sant world seem nerved from the heart against the general enemy. But, 
where I least expected it, I find a falling off; and turning *from the fields 
to the city, my gratification is turned to pain, at hearing the alarm of the 
higher ranks ; at seeing their despondency for fear of being left any time to 
the national resources : “ To England we look," tliey say, “ as our sal- 

vation from the surrounding enemies : she must be prompt, or we shall 
fall like the rest.” I am glad that this is not the language of Stock- 
holm, or indeed of the country at large : and a few despairing citizens 
are lost in the enthusiasm of the mass. However, as all do anticipate 
the arrival of British auxiliaries, I hope it will not be long before they 
appear, to support the brave, and rid of their panics the less courageous 
part of the community. 

In the neigbourhood of Sala resides the Count de Swerin, a nftble- 
man sprung from one of the best families in Sweden, and one not more 
respected for his birth, than revered as the best of men. He is a cler- 
gyman ! A rare instance of a Swedish noble assuming the sacerdotal 
character. Having a letter of introduction, I did myself the honour of 
calling at his house, but was not so fortunate as to make his acquaint- 
ance, he being gone on a visit some miles distant. However, the 
countess received my friend and myself with graceful hospitality. She 
is beautiful and accomplished, and shewed us her little family, whose 
lovely health, and sweet manners, were the best proofs of her own cx- 
cidlence, and of the happiness of her husband. 
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The mine is about half an English mile from the town. It was once, 
I understand, more valuable than at present ; but even now it is an ex- 

I 

chequer of wealth to the cmwii : a kind of huge royal cruse (I would 
say \h&widmfs^ were I transported ages back, and writing in the reign of 
Margaret de Valdeinar;) for it has so long been worked, and yet reple- 
nishes the kingdom with exliaustless stores. When it was finst opened, no 
tradition can tell ; its existence seems primeval with the kingdom. 

The machines here employed are more extensive than those of Duna- 
mora, and are all hydraulical. Some are of an immense diameter: the 
largest, I believe, measures between forty and fifty fi^et. Tlie aqueduct 
for conveying away the water is very ingenious ; it is constructed of 
wood, passing over an extent of mose than six English miles. 

On our arrival at the mouth of the mine, we entered a low building, 
and there received the proper habits for making our descent ; consisting 
of a black shirt, a leathern apron closing behind, and a broad-brimmed 
hat, like those of our London coal-heavers. We also each carried a 
bundle of wo(xl to light us through the caverns. 1 had not seen myself 
in such a garb since— and what since? you will ask! Why, since I at- 
tended a fair N^ll to a certain royal masquerade in the character of 
Jobson. And another since, you must remember, when your humble 
novice in theatrical htmours, played serving-man to your honour Dick, 
in our dramatic apprenticeship at the Right Honourable Pic Nic. 

Thus properly equipped,* liiy friend and myself, attended by a guide, 
once more committed ourselves to the protection of a bucket, and im- 
mediately were launched into an abyss of upwards of a hundred and 
fifty fathoms, in a direct line to the bottom. About half way down, a 
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huge cave presented itself, from which issued a long boat-hook, (like 
one of the devil’s claws, if you please,) .which in a nionicnt drew our 
vehicle to its mouth. Like the ghosts on the other side of Slyx, we 
jumpt upon firm land, and looked . around us. Indeed it Was altogether 
a subterraneous world ; a very'little imagination would have made it 
the dominions of Pluto, and transformed my friend and me into two 
wandering mortals visiting the mansions of gloomy Dis^ either to regain 
a fathiT or a wife. Alas ! no such interesting objects had we in pursuit ! 
at Iciist, not there did we expect to find them. The cave led us into 
one of those long galleries excavated in the rock, which traverse the 
mine in difterent strata, communicating upwards and downwards by 
narrow and tremendous shafts, or rather wells, cut in the bowels of the 
earth, and excluded from the light of day. We explored a great number 
of these vaulted apartments, which led us into subterranean plains, 
washed by rivers that had never known the sun’s rays ; and now lay, 
not only congealed, but glittering with ten thousand brilliant pyramids, 
shaped by their formerly dashing waters, frozen to crystal, and reflecting 
every beam from our numerous torches. 

The long, lonely passages leading to the exhausted and neglected spots 
of the mine, Avere damp, perhaps pestilential ; and the hardened masses 
of accumulated droppings, hung in icy columns from the arched roof. 

It reminded me, dear H , of the manner die world too generally 

treats a true friend : when he has spent his strength in our service, when 
we imagine all is wasted, (wasted, indeed, on the ungrateful!) we leave 
him to languish in solitary desolation. 

Having crossed several of these petrifying dungeons, we approached 
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the inhabited part of the mine, where the pick-a4K and the spade were still 
rewarded by the sparkling ore. Here we descried, at a considerable 
distance through the gloom, a large cell lit 'by a ^solitary lamp, which casting 
its beams downward, discovered two beings black as Brebus, sitting silent 
over their meal, with an air more befitting infernal residents (ihMpiris if you 
please,) tlian* creatures conne(^;ed with lt,umaal na^re. ’ ' 

In thc’sc excavations, illumined like a sepulchre* the workmen assemble 
at mid-day to take their dinner and temporary rest. Wc passed by the 
entrance of one of them when the miners had met. Many of tlie in- 
dustrious individuals were lying in various picturesque attitudes on 
wooden benches, and the projections of the rock i fiom the higher masses 
of which hung ragged pieces of canvas, savagely feup|>ortod by tom 
branches of pine, meant as signals where to find the banquelting chamber 
of these sons of Odin ; and als^) to divide their retreat from the vulgar 
passage of the subterranean world. In the centre of tlxis banditti-like 
scene, a fire blazed, which casting its lurid li^ts ou the surrounding 
groupes of men* their strange vestments, tdols for working* and besides 

« t 

all, a couple of horses asleep in the corner, formed a picture of savage 
wildness, only to bo described by the author of Gil Bias, or sketcbcNd by 
our own admirable Mortimer, 

“ What a dismal region is this ^claimed 1 to my friend. 

** You have yet to go deeper ; Sir," said our conductor ; ** this is only 
half way to the grand gallery." 

Expecting now to pay a visit to the antipodes* we stepped aoecond 

10 
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time into our bucket, and as swiftly (thoui^h less poeticalh/ !) us the 
Knight pf La Mancha and his wootien horse were carried the 

Pleiades, we wtTe lowered to the bottom of a gulph that really seemed 
op('ning to receive us for ever. . All hexe was on a larger scal(‘ than 
above : more people were at work, and a greater number of horses at 
the wheels to draw off the waiter which in various cKaniids burst from 
hidden springs, and flowed in torrents across avenuc^s just excavated by 
tlie blasting gunpowder. 

Being led into a stony apartment, something like the aisle of a chun'h, 
our guide dt'sired us to write our names in a book kept on purpose, as a 
register of all who visit the mines. On turning owr the leaves for many 
a year back, we saw several signatures of our countrymen ; and some 
sufficiently respeclt'd to give an additional charm to the places consc- 
crati'd by their footsteps. 

Having walked ourselves weary, we desiri'd to return; and again 
entering our flying bucket, cut tlirough the air in our ascent. On look- 
ing up, the view Avas equally striking Avitli that I saAv on turning my 
eyes downwards. 'Fhe mouth of the shaft (which at the top is a circle 
of very considerable diameter,) appeared reduced to the size of the 
moon : and did not seem unlike herst^lf sliining through a black sky, and 
silvering the rough cliffs with her meridian glory. On looking into the 
mine in our journey upward, the light struck partially only on the rocks 
which gradually receded into darkness ; and the red fires of the Avork- 
luen beloAV, throwing the blackness of tlie dix‘p caverns ol‘ tlic lower 
mine into the very hues of Erebus, gave such a horror to the scene, so 
impressed us when we looked upwards to the clear aaure, with the idea 

n B 2 
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of heaven above ; and when we looked downwards, with that of hdl 
beneath, that I only wondered how we could have borne so loipg a so-. 
journ in the regions of the damned. Then, my hriend, when these plea- 
sant images crossed our imaginations, think how delectable it was to be 
hanging suspended by a single ligature between life and an apparently 
bottomless pit! 1 assure you, in sober seriousness, it made me shudder 
to reflect that die smallest accident happening to the cord or the bucket, 
would at once burl us down a chasm of eighty fathoms, where the points 
of a diousand projecting rocks must meet our fall, and finish our career, 
long before the yawning waves in the nethermost pitch, would reedve 
our mangled bodies ! 

We were told that at present the average profits of die mine are four 
thousand pounds annually. This, as well as those at Dunamora and 
Fahlun, pay an eighth of the produce to the Kiiig, who has the right to 
appoint the directing officers over the different works. Having paid a 
couple of dollars for the use of our robes, wc left this Swedish Potosi, 
and returned to Sala. 

Intending to set forwards to-morrow on our tour, 1 dispatch this let- 
ter by a gentleman, who obligingly takes charge of it to Stockholm ; 
whence, I hope, it will soon find its way to England, to assure the little 
circle there of all “ gentle thoughts to, them-ward,"’ from your ever 
faithful friend. 
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LETTER XLII. 


Mountains of DalecarUa^ Marche 1808. 
w® left Sala early in ihe morning, in order to arrive at Fahlun tlie 
same evening. By hard travelling we accomplished our purpose ; 
and midnight lodged us at last at a tolerably comfortable inn. The road 
hither had proved very bad : the further we advanced, the less snow we 
found, which rendered the footing for the horses exceedingly slippery 
and dangerous. 

Almost the whole of the way from Sala to Hedemora, the first city in 
the province of Dalecarlia, is flat and uninteresting; but just as if nature 
marked diat district of heroes by her peculiar smiles, on the frontiers 
of Westmanland, one post before we approach Hedemora, the face of 
the country becomes moreundulaling and wooded; and a few miles fur- 
ther, entering a defile betwtK3n two high hills,. we are suddenly intro- 
duced to a series of lovely views, varying their bciiuties by the continued 
interchange of mountain and valley. Travelling thus through the very 
heart of them, the eye is attracted at every turning of the road by thest' 
majestic heights, clothed with fine trees, and sheltering innumerable 
happy villages clustering on the margin of the lakes which generally 
shine at their foot 
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The city of Hedcmora stands on one of these lofty hills, commanding 
a view of the surrounding vales, and an immense expanse of wat^r, 
which extends before it in a hundred directions, forming beautiftil islands ; 
and enlivening the landsca[>e by a thousand boats with their light sails, 
which dance over its surface in the summer season. 

Although it was night when we traversed mostof these romantic scenes, 
yet it was one of those in which, 

“ Troiius, methinks,' mounted the Trojan wall, 

And sighed his soul toward the Grecian tents, 

Where Cressid lay that night !” 

The heavens were unclouded, illumined by a splendid moon ; and with 
fifteen or sixteen degrees of cold in the air, riot only eveaj breath we 
drew was pure and inspirating ; but the clearness of the atmosphere 
made each surrounding object as brightly conspicuous *s at nooiMlay. 
Such nights can only be seen in norlhern climes. Thus drinking in 
the balm of nature at every respiration; and feasting on her beauties at 
every turning of the cyti, we were abruptly informed of our approach to 
Fahlun by a strong sulphureous and vitriolic vapour. It began when 
wc were within half a Swedish mile from the town; and augmented to 
such an excess as we drew nearer, that at last we were enveloped in 
a thick mist. The moon was now obscured by tlie veil this cruel metallic 
enemy .threw over us; and not only were we deprived of what we wished 
to see* ])at were almost stified by. its oppressive exhaladons. , . 

d<^k breed o nature in a man : by the pext moroiag we could mdure 
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the disagreeable air ; and Imving fortunately been furnished with an 
introduction to Mr. Gham, the famous chymist and natural philusopher^ 
we presente4 it, and by his politeness, instant arrangements were made 
for shewing us every object worthy of notice wdtliiu this ancient and 
interesting cavern. The hydraulic engines for conveying the wn.ter to 
foe different quarters, are more extensive than those we had already 
seen. The diameter of the largest wheel is forty-four feet. There is 
another of great magnitude, the one used for raising the ore from the 
mine to the surface of the earth, which is on an admirable construction. 
The engineer is a Swede ; and wc are told that his work is an improve- 
ment on a celebrated wheel in Hungary. A coHection of regular circles 
rise from each side, and terminates, making a fiat spiral form on both 
sides/ tllound all these winds the chain ; taking a smaller or larger cir- 
cumferelice-atceording. to tlie necessary circle to be made in order to 
counterbalance the weight, and couseciucntly increased motion of the 
bucket, i ' 

On viewing foe exteniai appearance of these hidden tr^snreS, a va^ 
chasm presents itself. of a tretnCndous depth ; being that part of the mine 
that was first opened, and froni foe ignorance or neglect of the directors 
in those days, i the excavations they made so weakened the foundations 
of the hill, that foe whole fell in, leaving a most chaotic scene of pfe- 
cipated rocks, and a gaphig gulph like the mouth of a volcano. 
Great care has since been taken that nO similar disaster shall again 

happen. Plans and sections are dravniof all its galleries. See. and where 

. • ^ 

foe pro^ution of the work in the same directibh 'might be dangerous, 
Orders are issued for the miners to stop, and an iron crown is fixed upon 
foe spot, V as a prohibition ever to ^proceed further. The men then 
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explore iD a different direction, while evary subteiTaneoitt excavaticHi is 
watched with the nicest calculations. 

The dresses given to us as the livery of Fahlun, were very gay in 
comparison with what we had worn in our descent at Sala, being black 
linen finely ornamented with red and yellow. Equipping ourselves in 
our new attire, and each provided with his flambeau j we set forth to 
gain the moutli of the shafl, a company offive, including our guide ; and 
looking more like a set of condemned wretches at an avto da than 
men dressed tbr an expedition of curiosity. We passed into the great 
chasm I before described, by a range of wooden steps crossing the rough 
masses of falling rocks, gravel, and ancient machinery, in a variety of 
directions. Ere we reached the door of the shaft we descended a height 
of thirty toises, and then entered a horizontal way, which led us^onward 
a considerable distance, losing the pure air of day, and gradually breath- 
ing the oppressive vapour which rolled towards us in volumes from the 
mouths of a hundred caves leading into the main passage. It was now 
that I found myself indeed inhaling the atmosphere of Tartarus. Tlie 
mines which I thought so hell-like, were merely purgatories when 
compared with this Satanic dwelling. The descent is not incommodious, 
nor is it so hazardous as the modes of Dunamora and Sala (the buckets 
here being usc<l for the ore only), it is performed entirely by steps 
laid in the winding rock ; and following the subterraneous declivity, we 
at last found ourselves brought to the tremendous depths of these Stygian 
dominions. ■ 

The style of our entrance, and the pcrstilential vapours which en- 
vironed us with increasing clouds, strongly remolded me of Virgil's 
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admirable description of the journey of Eneas to the infernal regions. 
Here was the sann; caverned portico, the rocky, rough descent, the 
steaming sulphur, and all the deadly stenches of A vermis. I cannot 
say that our demoniac rolx^s carried the resemblanct' ('ither to the habili- 
ments of the hero, or the snowy garments of the inspired maid : we 
looked more like a gi'oupe of ghosts from the fiery Phlegethon, come to 
demand a short respite from our pains. The length of way and exees- 
sive heat, added to its suffocating quality, made us think we should 
pay dear for our curiosity. Once or twice 1 could hardly support my* 
self ; and most woefully did I long for tlie magic influence of the Sybil's 
bough, to refresh ray parched lungs. It is impossible to describe the 
Siroc sultriness and oppression which increases at every step : tlui neart^st 
similitude I can draw (and that only resembles the most temperate part 
of the mine) is the heat of a Russian vapour-bath. 

In one part, whicli 1 would not enter, die steam being so excessively 
hot as to scorch us at twelve paces distant, the sulphureous smell be- 
came intolerable. Our guide informed us that a volcanic fire broke out 
near this spot some years ago ; in consequence of which they had been 
obligi'd to build strong walls as barriers to its power, and to c^iose lip 
several of the passages that, being contiguous, had it spread, would have 
proved dangerous to the mine. 

We traversed many long and winding galleries, as well as large vaulted 
caverns, where the workmen were scattered on all sides, einploy(;d in 
hewing vast masses of the rock, and preparing otljer parts for explosion. 
Some were wheeling the broken ore towards Uie black abyss, where (he 
suspended buckets hung ready to draw it upwards. Erom the effei ls of 
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such Strong exercbe .with the hefit, the labourers were obliged to work 
aUno^t naked. Their groiipes, occupations, arid primitive appearance, 
scantily lighted by the trembling rays of our torches, Tormed a curions 
and interesting scene. 

* In ancient days, ^is mine was a kind of state prison, where criminals, 

■ slaves, and prisoners of war, toiled out their wretched existence. Many 
pathetic narratives ara related of the different inhabitants of this subter> 
raneous abode. , Sometimes tales of horror ; and at others, lamentable 

' * ’ ‘ _ tf ^ 

{Circumstances of innocence being made the sacrifice of interest. Jealousy, 
or amjhition* One story, were it not too long for my pen at present, I 
would recount to you ; but as it is beautifully told in ha Phthsaphie de la 
Nature, I refer you to its pages, w;here you will read a most tender and 
interestmg tale of two lovers, the romantic dSn&uement of whose fate 
happened in this very mine. 

, * 

After the|)erainbul«ttion of at leat^l an hour, we reached the bottom, a 
depth of two hundred toises. The mass of copper ore in the mine lies 
in.the'form of an inverted cone: and as the labours of the people have 
nearly reached its extent, I understand, from the observations of the 
directors, that tliey are apprehensive the treasure it produces will soon 
be exhausted. Five hundred men are the daily workers. Women are 
forbidden to enter it: no very mortifying prohibition! 1 suppose the 
law wus meant rather as a kindness than restriction, Rising fipm a fear* 
of their mpre delicate frames being injured b^ so desteuctive an atmo- 
sphere. They are allqwed free egress to the which have not 

these bane^ yapours. , , . , - ,J , s 

To shew you how Avernian are the streams in this mine, I new men- 



Tja-AVELLINa SKETCHES IH SWE^K. 1^5 

tion one instsuncc only. A few days before we a man fell into a 

large, tio^e in one of the caverns. Not a moment ^ lost in taking him 
6»t; blit' yet the effects of the vitriolic water he h swallowed were so 
potent, that he died in less than an> hour. 

Near the bottom of the mine is a rocky saloon, | which are benches; 
it is called #Ac HaU of tht Smote, from its having kn the resting place 
of several Swedish Kings, who, coming to examinfite works, refr^hed 
themselves there; and, as a memento of their visit, vi|te their names, with 
their appropriate dates, on the roof. Here tOo, pbiaps, thq immortal 
Gustavus Vasa, when patriotism and he sheltered |this'mine, took his 
nocturnal repose, and in visions of future glory, for| the afflictions that 
kept down the nbble aspirings of his godlilfo mind.‘ 

' ! 

After the death of Steno, the administrator, anile bosom friend of 
Gustavus, and the dbnsequent murder of the' Senaiand a price being 
set on his own head, the future deUverer of Swederlired to the moun- 
tains of Halecarlia ; hoping he might hide himself the woods with 
which that country is covert ; and imagining thatyould not be dif- 
ficult to stimulate the. inhabitants to revolt against ^tjrrant Christiern, 
as they had always shewn themselves averse to thdanish yoke. At 
that timethae wte not one good town in the whole jidnce, and hardly 
any thing hut spiall villages situated on the borders ^forests, or on the 
banks of lakes and rivers. Some of t|i<^ villag^epended on the 
noblemen of the country, but. most belonged to thrown, and were 
(Itemed by the peasants themselves ; ;$he elders plying the plac» 
of judges and captains. * The national Government it not send either 
troops or garrisons into this ptoyinoe ; nhr did the K| diemselves ever 
' ' ‘ ii'c i 
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fsiter it id a rt^al innaer till they had given pledges to the moun- 
taineers, to retain lieir privileges. On these independent, people, 
therefore, Gusiavus i|p.ced a firm confidence. 


Disguising hirnseh s a peasant, he set forth on his way to Dalecarlia, 
accompanied by a b4 r who was to.be his guide. He crossed over the 
whole country of Su< rinania, then passed between Mmcia and West- 
monia, and after the aligues of a long and dangerous journey, arrived 
safe amongst the mo ntains. -He had no sooner entered the province, 
than he was abandon 1 by his guide, who absconded, robbing him of 
all the money he ha«( provided for his subsistence. He wandered up 
and down amongst Ithese dreadful deserts, destitute of friends and 
money, not daring » own that he was even a gentleman. At length 
the inhabitants, tho hardly more civilized than savages, proposed to 
him to work for his ] irelihood. To conceal himself from discovery, and 
to support nature, h i accordingly hired himself tef labour in this very 
mine ; and for a lo ig course of time did he toil in these caverns, and 
breathe as his comm m aliment the air, one respiration of which seemed 
to bring me the sud nons of death. But I shall speak further of him 
by and by. 

This mine is sai^ to produce the l^esl copper in Europe ; and is 
useful, not only on t xount of its internal wealth, but in ..providing sub- 
sistence for so man r subjects as work in its bosom. The three great 
mines of the kingdom employ annuallyv in constant pay, -about twenty- 
five thousand six hiiidred persons. 


Fahlun is most Idelightfully situated (were it not for its noxious 
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vapours)^ amidst rocks and hills, and between thenns of a magnificent 
lake. The town is not very large, containing out fifteen hundred 
houses;' and two churches, one more modern thathe other; tlie roofs 
of both are covered with copper, which the atnphcrc has turned a 
bright green. The surrounding ‘forges, and otherojdcs carried on by 
fire, most frightfully besoot the houses, and give dirty appearance to 
the whole. The inhabitants think to mend the itter by besmeariner 
tlic walls with a red sort of paint ; but as you “ ccot wash the blacka- 
moor white,” neither can they make their abod: at die best look 
better than a chimney-sweeper daubed and drc»sout for May-day 
The sons of the miners, until they attain a proper to be sent under- 
ground, are employed in making nails ; some of wt are so small as to 
be used in fastening the models for the larger maaery. Not being 
anxious that they shall drive any into my coffii leave this black 
pandasmonium to-morrow : promising dial the n<epistle Castor has 
from Pollux, shall not be from the dominions of Proine. Adieu. 
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LETTER XLIII. 

Mountains of Dalecarlia, Aprils 1808. 
W® left Fahlim ' Wednesday the thirtieth of last month. When 
mounted on first height that rises from the town, we looked 
back ; the view tliat j^ented itself was gloomily picturesque ; the plain 
mid lake, and the hii m which the city s^nds,- rising out of the mist ; 
the spires of the chum es, and the long assemUage of dark buildings, 
half concealed by the 'olumes of sulphureous smoke rolling in turbulent 
masses over their hea s : the adjacpit and distant mountains, wooded 
to their summits witMhe tree spontaneous to the country, whose spiral 
form seems to contJnn the wintry snows ; all expressed so severe a 
beauty, that while J^mired, I wrapped myself round in my pelisse, 
and gave our steeds |«ro or thtee impulses extraordinary to draw us to 
th« upper world. ley appeared as willing as their masters to leave 
the Stygian shores ; jand Hying along the continued chain of precipitous 
mountains, ‘broughl us to the edge of a lake, bounded on one side by 
a rising ground ; ai^ on the othdr, as far as our eye could reach, by 
iimixhidrable luxurimi: islands. 

On the little Mil just mmnioned, stood a very aocioiit habitation ; of 
so amplet an archkiwture, that you would have taken it for a, hind's 
cottage, instead of .i|$^laoe; tlMltt, in times of dd« /had been the abode of 
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nobility. It consisted of a long barn-like structe, formed of fir, co- 
vered in a strange fashion with scales, and odd oamental twistings in 
the carved wood. But the spot, was hallowed y the virtues of its 
heroic mistress, who saved, by her presence of ind, the life of the 
future deliverer of her country.* The following e the circumstances 
alluded to; and most of them were communittcf to me under the 
very roof. 

Gustavus, having, by an evil accident, been fovered in the mines, 
and after being narrowly betrayed by a Swediaiobleman, bent his 
course towards this house, then inhabited by a genian of the name 
of Pearson (or Peterson), whom he had known in; armies of the late 
administrator. Here,- he hoped, from the obligati he had formerly 
laid on the officer, that he should at least find a ^ retreat. Pearson 
received hinft with every mark of friendship ; n treated him with 
that respect and submission which noble minds; proud to pay to 
the truly great, when robbed of their external hono He seemed more 
afflict^ by the misfortunes of GustaVus, than that te was for himself; 
and exclaimed with such vehemencer against the I9, that, instead of 
awaiting a proposal to take up arms, he oiforedisked, to try the 
spirit of the mountaintx^rs ; and declared that hlf and his vassals 
would be the first to set an example, and turn out i tlie command of 
his beloved general. 

Gustavus was rejoiced to find that he had at lasti a ms^p who was 
nerti afraid to draw bis sword in the defence of aintry ; and en- 
deavoured by ffie most impressive argihnents, a* pfospect of a 
fuithble recx^aiiienoo imr the personal risks he raconfirm hi 
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SO geiierous a resolutk. Pearson answered with repeated assurances 
of fidelity : he namemc gentlemen and the leading persons aniong the 
peasants whom he hl«l to engagev in the enterprize. Gustavus relied 
on his word, and piping not to name himself to any while he was 
absent, some days awards saw him leave the liouse to put bis design 
in execution. . 


his ambition, and, fo 
laws of hospitality 


It was indeed a da and a black one. Under the specious cloak of 
a zealous affection fomslavus, the traitor was contriving his ruin. The 
hope of making his cl to the Danish tyrant, and the expectation of a 
large reward, made*j son of Judas resolve to sacrifice his honour to 

sake of a few ducats, violate the most sacre<l 
Jetraying his guest. In pursuance of that base 
resolution he went s ^ht to one of Ghristiern's officers commanding 
in the province, and rmed him tliat G ustavus was his prisoner. Hav- 
ing committed this t lery, he had not courage to face his victim ; and 
telling the Dane ho’ mrprise the Prince, who, he said, believed him- 
self to be under the ction of a friend, (shame to manhood; to dare 
to confess that he cc etray such a confidence !) he proposed taking a 

they, apparently unknown to him, rifled it of 
fe an easy matter,” said he, “ for not even my 
Itavus.” 


wider circuit home 
its treasure. “ It v 
wife knows that it i 


Accordingly the 
marched directly h 
leader, abruptly ena 
of those days, cm 
from her sat a you®» 


, at the head of a party of well-armed soldiers, 
ake. The men invested the house, while the 
found Pearson's wife, according to the frushion 
in -culinary preparations. At some distance 
in a rustic garb, lopping off die knots from 
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ihc brol^n brandi of a tree. The officer went upo her, and told her 
he came in King Christiem's name to demand tli^bel Gnstavus; who 
he knew was concealed under her roof. The dntless woman never 
changed colour ; she immediately guessed the ui whom her husband 
had introduced as a miner's ^n, to be the Swfih hero. The door 
was blacked up by’ soldiers. In an instant shcplied» without once 
glancing at Gustavus, who sat motionless with suise, ** If you hiean 
the melancholy gentleman my husband has had I these few days, he 
has jii^t walked out into the wood on the othof si(f the hill. Some, of 
those’soldiers may readily seize liim, as he has nobs with him." 

*1 " * 

The ofiicer did not suspect the easy simplicity her munnor ; and 
ordered part of the men to go in quest of him. that moment, sud- 
denly turning her eyes on Gustavus, she flew uphim, and catching 
the stick out of his hand, exclaimed, in an angry e ; Upmannferly 
wretch ! What, sit before your betters ? Don'm see the King's 
officere in the room ? Get out of my sight, or scof them shall give 
you a drubbing !” As she spoke, she sliuck hiiblow on the back 
with all lier strength ; and.opening a side door,iere, get into the 
scullery," cried she, “ its the fittest place for such >any !" and giving 
him another knock, she flung the stick after hiud shut the door. 

** Sure " added she, in a great heat, “ never wowas plagued with 
such a loufrof a slave !" 

The officer begged she would not disturb herseliis account : but 
Ae, affecting great reverence for the King, and ct for his r^re- 
sraitative, prayed him to enter her p^lour wh:|e brought some 
refreshment. The Dane civilly complied ; perliaj^d enough to 

D D 
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from the »deof a s'lw : and she immediately hastened to Gtotavut; 
'idle had bolted! and,, by means of a back passa^, conducted 

t 

him in a mom^t tO' irtain Ik tie apartment^ which projecting from the 
side of the house cl » the laink of the- lake where the fishers’ boats 
lay, she lowered hi [own the convenient aperture in the seat, and 
giving him a direcii [o an honest curate across the lake, committal 
hiin to Providence. • 

While he made I ly'to about, uumoored.it, and rowed ikifrly 
towards the isks^ so kg himsdf and his course ^amongst their mazes ; 
die lady returned to _>ane laden with provisions, and amfised him 
weli^spread tab 11 the soldiers brought back the disappointing 
t uffjjll igisnce. that th ...rch had been fruitless. The observations of 
the ofB.cer, and his directions, soon apprised the heroic woman of 
thelrileness of her bind ; and therefore,"^ when he appeared, which 
was shortly afterwar 'im to him she kept true to her first statement, 
thatGustavus had out into tlie wood. The circumstance of the 
ffiutstised servant { so insignificant to the officer, that, as it had 
occa^ned in Kim tfficion, he never motioned i%4- And aa guilt 
fruity believes itself ted, Pcsirson acknowledged witli. vexation to 
the Dane, that he jo doubt Gustavus had suspected Ini design^ 
bang aware, notwi iding thar mutual friendship, of his iropregi. 
nable fidchty to Ch (nteasiereless liar !) ; and had accordingly taken 
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the opportunity of his absence, to escape. Asjnie were m the lady > 
confidence, the new retreat of Gnstavus ,rem4idptiQdh(CQvere^, till 
assisted *by the good curate, and other friends liberty, he appeared 
optaily at the head of the brave Dalecarlians, d.gave his country 
freedom. 

So strongly was I impressed witli the histoiyf this great Prince 
even nioi-e invincible in mind tlian in arms, that looked on the house 
which had mice shcllenid him, and in which fen; nobleness had also 
shone so conspicuously, with a kind of holy veneon. We entered this 
interestifig place attended by an old woman, wh<ye8 in, an adjoining 
house for the purpose of shewing strangers this rfof antiquity. The 
room in which Gustavus sl^pt, with his very bet^ niost' sacredly pro. 
served. The hero’s couch is a huge unwieldy sqi| frame of common 
fir, with a straw mattress : he liad no soiler pilr The present pro- 
prietor, a descendant from the fair patriot^ remains as he 

would his life; and he is daily adding to them|rs which formerly 
belonged to the heroic monarch. One testimohy iis respect I do not 
«o much approve: he has put sumptuous hant<?pn the -sur. 
mounted by a diadem; and a covering of 8ilk|the rustic couch, 
embroidered with Swedish crowns. All this maji; demonstration of 
loyalty, but is the very reverse of good taste ; asi^s in upon the 
sentiment with which Vc enter the cottage, a^piost destroys the 
peculiar enthusiasnf Which the ancient simplicity ^bh^mber and bed 
w^ld have increased to a pitch of the . purest It is then we 

view him. Without any adventitious ornaments, asl^test of men ; in^ 
a peasant’s garb, on a peasant’l couch (his rdyal|g prbclaimed by 
his actions alone), he is worthy to be the King c|ive and virtuous 
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people. « DWiiilf'and embroidered velvet are cmmnpn to any 
Soff^gn : 81^ m «» m diose decorations in such a place, Confuses 

t ij. t.al5i_ slate, and the piclure being, indistinct, 

le vague complexion. 


the hero with 
our seflection 



lf ' 

itjjgn lo the regal draperies, the present owner has brought 
other r^los, iHilicularly a suit of annour, surmounted with 
Ijared head, ^c< which completes a figure in commemoration of 
Whietla^iij liarncss was the King^s, is a matter of doubt 
as of rather a more modern construction. Some 

Its in the room, are the effigies of two Dale- 
^ere the faithful friends and attendants of Ilis 
n be more characteristic, better executed, or 
1 6 idea of what these people were in the century 
iloits of Gustavus. They are clothed in white 
Wodllen babits« '^'m^ugh-crowned hats; are armed with cross-bows, 
and all the nodl^r^ ^ pendages to such weapons hang from a leathern 
belt, worn over e todprs. The quiver is slung to their side, filled 
with arrows, ^hinh a ijihot«t, aodinadc of fir, even including the featlier ; 

i ; otliers, of a more ornamented sort, 
of the. heroine who saved 
is interesting personage, I 


lj{|d (peasantih 

a more 
«b‘ famous th^ 



their points were ittMf 
aud better finished, , y 
dhs'Kit^,''llwg8 upliL , 

am told^ikh|^ly djidilM thc|lad3it^pi^ ves the nurse of llie present 
h^ve HVf |wre afaijPset^^S^oopaes from originals of two or 

the same*floor which contains 
nets Gustavus escaped. 1 enclose a 
110 0 it latter litUe chamber in 
Bi^ween these he was 


0ry.of the"wuc4Be<|i 
'*|ih§ ' a|)artniencj^ 
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lowered ; and issuing forth, easily reeehed tlie boat which carried him &r 
from his^cn<miieB. 

Bidding adieu to this hallowed spot, we proceeded aWg ihc romantic 
banks of the river Dalil, and thi(Ough the defiles of the heights towards the 
city of Saltier. The road is exquisitely beautiful ; being a continued 
chain of mountain scenery, varied by luxuriant valleys, savage ravines, 
and wildly rdling waters dashing from steep to steep with the nohe of 
thunder The cataracts close to Saltier are fine, though not equal ifi 
sublimity to sonic that I have seen. About half an English mile further, 
wc came upon the brow of an iron mine ; but having no inclinations 
for any more inearthings, Ave preferred the light of day, and the enjoy- 
ment of an extensive and glorious prospect from the summit of the moun- 
tain. We then proceeded on the same enchanting road, winding through 
such diversity of picturesque scenery, that 1 was in a state of ejaculation 
almost the whole way. 

We entered a thick forest, and travelled unfkar its gioautic arms lor 
many miles. The scene was so solitary, the forms and huc*s of the trees 
so monotonous an<I black, that as the«iwind moaned amongst their 
branches, I could not but |hla||>Qf the Erl King, and expect at every 
spot of deeper gloom, to se<* llli terrific maiesiy rise before us. We at 
last caught a gliiiipse of distant water ; and soon after, the forest ex- 
tending its arms into a widcr» opening, discovered to us the expansive 
lake, on the margin of which stands the pretty city of Hedemora. 
Having explored it on our Journey to the mountains, we now passed 
directly through, and proceeded to Affeslafbrce, where the copper from 
Eahlun is smelted and prepared for expqttatioa* Thl farnaces are 
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ibctensive.^ All the other ^gini^ lcMr.midering the ore ai^iWorked 

by the of the Affe^taibfce. Here, the small copj^ ecsa-eilStredw 
is cut and stanipt. . ' 


The village 19 built on the ^l^id sttoaib, which rh^^froitt a 

h^^e at some little distanoflli^^i^ rit^^and of Nature Imth castdns 
place in her most barbarous«^|b ^^pimas^ of cock are cast into die 
middle of the food in forms ; and over, these the 

^waters'; rush';iroiii'.^^^M and viol^ice that 

seem^tp v'threat»^^||et^]1i|^i^ii|,^i^^^h colossal ^ obstructions. 
'lhe'roaring.of stnmgth .and savage 

graiideu*;far ;|W.cli may it bo called 

the^iiwee : < im.pctuo8Hy.' If 

1'. recollect;.' ^ rightr^ ^M^ this"^l^vpt^i^Npp^ .for rapid streams .in 
Nm$h';Hritain. - - This.;^^y.magT 

nid'cm^e is^ harmQm^^^^|p(^'|i|^';.j^"dlp^tir^^ bf stp- 

.pendous mountaiia J^ ^etA ■vn^^hk'y^ipito^ j^k shelving over the 


dood^ and db«e roma|pbi' 
gerons banks .of th^|s^ 


gerons ''oasias .ot 
mlich to; amuse and mtelM 




i, ^d^^himatingthe less dan- 
d^eral cottages, and found 






; peasantry in thi A rovin^ arejobnstjand rough in, thdr exterior. 
The white and blac^ 0 iKcarli^s, as^bej^l^e called, differ not in com* 


bhttfCHi » It 










travelling sketches in SWEDEN. 


207 


^ old-&shioned leathesm flap filing over their insteps. They all wear 
a iow-crowned hat» with a white cord two or three times wrapped about 
it I the bSinii is broad, like a Quaker’s. The women coif tliemselves in a 
little white cap close to their head and face. White woollen bed-gowns ; 
petticoats of brown or blue flannel neatly stript^ wiUi various colours ; 
a blue apron with' red lines running round it; a pair of bright red 
stockings with clumsy shoes, whose heels come ^under the centie of 
the foot, completes their attite. The white peasa^y, both diale and 
female, have their cuffs of a dark blue, /pue usually liave rt^urns 
of red. I 1: 


The food of this hardy race g^erafly consisVsiof sajit herrings, and 
wheaten Cakes, hard as^iron; hundred^ of wych . ain hung from the 
(filing of each pottage, with a stick perlbinaring flie middle. Bacon is a 
great treat; br, indeed, any sort of mCdt, as- that btnndh of provisions 
rarely regales their appetites. drink vast quantises of a very 

small and sour beer : but a meal ! flni^ed wii|i^/|wo or thre^ 


glasses of their brandy, much wcu^in flavour, 
vilest Whiskpy I ever tasted, ilfey pour it w 
sauce; and some of the" womefl give it ter ji 
well as to others at a walkabW.nee, who* driolt 
out a«w.ry face, so accustomed ate their littfe 
bevK'^. ' 



|pry, than the 
by way of 
the breast, as 
of it with- 
the glowing 



The cottages are in general vei 
family are mosti actively industrious, l^e htufl!, 
the plan of is- 

and forms ^ oC dteth^^ 



'e part of tl» 
large hearth, is 
wifli tables 
The beds are in 
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the wainscot, one over the other, like those in the cabin of a ship. Here 
tlie whole family sleep ; and widi as much modesty, I am tultl, as if 
t^ch had separate apartments. The stock of eatables being vlried fish 
and cakes, are part of the |)endcut ornaments of the room, with the 
addition of an old rifle ; a great chest (containing the household ward- 
robe, &c.) under a sort of range full of plates, arid perhaps a clock, 
complete the fluniture. In Dalccarlia, as well as near Stockholm, 
oxen are used in husbandry ; they are harnessed like horses ; and, in 
all llie services to which they are put, perform their duty with equal 
effa^l. 

Leaving these celebrated mountains ; celebrated, not so much for 
tlieir noble scenery, as for their nobler inhabitants, we turned our 
course for Stockholiri, and passed through Sala to Westerahs, a city on 
the direct road. In our way thither we drove through many woods ; 

ft 

being the close of evening, several wolves issued from the thickets ; but 
without an alarming appearance : they merely crossed the heads of our 
horses, eyed them anxiously, halted at a short distance, and on the 
smallest noise set off into .the forest. 

•The Westerahs, like most cities in Sweden, is situated upon the 
edge of water. They have generally a lake or a river as their nearest 
neighbour; and this town, considered tlK^ capital of Wcstnianland, is 
built on the northern bank of the Malar. - It is the see of a bishop, 
and the residence of a governor. It boasts a castle, though not a very 
magnificent one; but its, catliedral far exceeds, in preservation and 
grandeur, that of ITpsal. Its interior is very beautiful, and possesses 
several flat monmnents of its anciein clergy, as well as an altar, and 
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two or three o^er spmmens of papistical decoration, so admirably 
h^n and carved, as would do honour to Albert Dureri The subject 
of the .altar-piece is die life and death of our Saviour, arranged 
in Gomic compartments, painted and gilded with the most curious 
accuracy. The beauty of the design, and the. colours are in such pre- 
servation, that 1 consider the work as the most perfect thing of the 
kind QKtant. * . 

We were next shewn the monument of the unfortunate Eric XIV., 
erected by the late King. It is of Italian design and workmanship; 
and as wordiy of the Monarch as of the artist. The whole cpnsists of 
a sarcophagus surmounted by a crown and otlier symbols of royalty, 
having a bronze vase oh the side. On the pedestal is the following 
inscription, . 

Eric XIV. 

Regi SvcT. Godi. Vand. 

Augusto. 

Nato MDXXXin. 

SflUia ten^ ipiatique gesria.claro . 

.Diw^a dvmeatids auccombenti 
Sceptro libertate eundem ritS ^liato 
A MDLXXVtt. 

Hie 

lodiMgeiite demutn' ftatic 
Panx coocessa iMt. 

' Gustavua III. 

Hoc ntonmnentom poait. 

h \r.^* \ ^ . 

.vot, Tl. , EE 
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The liberality, genius, and greatness of mind of the late sovereign of 
this country, are apparent wherever you turli : in almost every city 
of the kingdom you meet testimonies of words like Uiese, bearing 
witness to all ages, how magniheent, how noble was Gustavus the 
Third ! 

The cathedral of Westerahs was begun and coinplctal in the iwclflh 
century; and owed its origin, I believe, to St. Eric, being finished by his 
successor, Charles the Seventh. It possesses a small but x aluable library, 
containing several manuscripts in high estimation, which were brought 
from Muyonce in the y<;ar 1635. 

We next visitiid the square, to see a large ill-fashioned building des- 
tined for the residence of the governor, in which, we '^vore told, the 
unhappy Eric XIV. was confined. At present, it neither resembles 
a palace nor a prison : but is called the castle ; and, as I sai<l before, 
is a most hideous looking structure. Nothing more attractive pre- 
senting itself, we entered our vehicle, and set forwards on our 
journey. 

As we shot along, we passed through several villages charmingly 

situated, and halted at the hospitable mansion of Mr. D s. Once, 

it was a palace of Gustavus III. a drcumstanc(' that n’ndcffcd it doubly 
interesting to me. I walked in its park, and was shewn many Runic 
stones that were exceedingly curious. As I purpose visiting our kind 
friend again, I shall then make drawings of them for the benefit of my 
antiquarian acquaintance. I know not whether you will find much 
eutertaiument in such antiques ; but none catf be more valuable in both 
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our eyes than an old friend i I therefore.shall bring you myself, if I do 
not scnd^ them, very shortly : intending only a very brief stay at Stock- 
holm ; then, perhaps, a sweep over the frontiers of Norway ; and then 
happy sight! thei' cliffs of England will greet die eyes of your affec- 
tionatc friend. 


£ E 2 
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LETTER XLIV. 


Stocktiolmf AprUf lBO^o 
my returning to Stockholm, (having in my abstmce seen so many 
admirable inanimate objects,) .1 was determined to Jose no time in 
gaming an admission to a living one that was yet ntore worthy pf adnu- 
ration,— the wondarful Ser^. This was*an adiievement more difficult 
than climbing the heights of Dalecarlia. . 

i * 

' This Extraordinary man, whose works equal some the finest of 
'Greece, is labdurihg under a severe nervous illness which has affected 
iiim for many years j hot only depriving the world of the creations of 
Ids divide gedifis, but alsb bereaving his frichds of the happiness his« 
conversation afforded. His talents were not so absorbed in his art as 
to leave him without those spcial graces, which endear even, morp than 
they ernbellish. J am told that in the. days of Jhjs health, iiis company 
was sou^ by all raidcs -as their greatest j^e. His mind was genei^ly 
inibrmed,' full of classical knowledge, fine and the mpst epg^ng 
cbeerfidness. ; these. endowment 
ness of manners, so recommended him tp 

only possessed that Mbnarim’s patronage, but hfitrconfidential firiendship. 

The'':deadi;';<^ that^ahnabH ids 

former vivacity gave way to a growing pmsivenet^ : with fiequent bursts of 
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, sorrow; and some y^rs ago he fell into an iUness*which has left his 
. nerves in the most diatte^ state. Indeed, so sad is his condition, that 
he noiv shuts liimself up from the world, hardly allowing, except on very 
rare occasions, .even his oldest friend to approach him. 

' ; . I ^ '■ 

However, one of them, a.t ray solicitation, ventured to mention to him 
my earnest wish to have the honour of personally knowing him. To 
tlie astonishment of all he consented to receive me. I was immediately 
taken to him, and prasented by his firiend. The venerable man weh 
corned me with a gentle kindness that pasetrated the heart. He Epoke 
as if he was pleased with the sentiment that bremght me to him, and 
talk(^ with great affability of myself and my country. ' He^appears to 
be about seventy^ vdth a fine and expressive countenance. The account 
I had heard eff his Indisposition and its prilnary caiis^ .^for he had more 
than pne), ntade.me look On him with additional int^est . and tenfold 
regret. Hespeeting the amiablencss of the disposition vphicli could have 
rendered his ffame so. susceptil^, and rdlectipg on die l<^thp world 
^ snstained by his paralyzed powers, I was mpro moyed than I could posr 
sildy cemheSJ. * : , 

The gentleiinah who had presented me, in a few minute inade a sigmd 
for out departure. When .1 rose to withdraw, Mr. Sergal desired that f 
nught be conducted to his stddy, and lamented that his bang an in> 
v^d prevented his attend^ me thither Kims^f. ' ' 1 bade him adieu, 
plha^ v^ith interview, btit impressed' with saddibnlng thoughts at the 
mdhhchbiy dechnh of Such aman. • 

gratifying t0*see celel&^ted persons ; ahd when worthy of 
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the fame they receive, the ^pleasure isi converted to a haf^iness. 1 have 
ever jsouglit- them at home and abtoad witli assiduity t and during my 
several journeyings to and iro oh, the earth, have'bcen personally intro- 
duced to not a few characters whose names will live in the page of fame 
for ever. It was this reverence of ihe truly great, that led me to the 
side of the divine Klopstock, just a montli or two before he died. 
Though a patriarch in years and literary glory, his mind seemed to 
douiish in immortal youth ; and when his' silver hairs and feeble step 
declared that his inorlal glass was nearly run, the brightness of his eye, 
and the animation of his conversation, promised a life, lengthened for 
many years. He looke<l, as he discoursed, like die poet of the Messiah. 
I never can forget the interview. 

^ ' ' ' 

He, to his latest hour, was Blest with unvarying, though tender health, 
it was not of a robust constitution, but mild and clear like his own 
genius. Similar was his mind, and when 1 saw him, it seemed to shine 
forth, like ^ angelic spirit in a human form, ** sent on a heavenly cm- 
ba^iy to matii” Happy, tliei'eforc, was his lot! But, the no less admi- 
rable Sergal ; I saw him buffering under a grievous inala.dy ; and the 

* m 

remembrances 1 brought away were full 6f commiseration and painful 
regrets. 

As be had been the chosen companion of Gustavus HI. (having ac- 
companied that Prince to Italy, u^here he assisted, him to make the royal 
collection of antiques now in the palace,) the present King, on the open- 
ing of the statue of his illustrious father, added fo the honours with 
whi^h he had ; already distinguish^ Sergal,; that of e^obling his 
family. ■ . 
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On leaving the venerable invalid, we descended into extraordinary 
lopkexi around, and beheld innumerable busts, several tha t the best 
the nobility ; but what particularly attracted itiy attent^f^^f^ sculptors 
Gustavus 111., and another of his magnanimous son, ih close imitation 
jiartnered with one of his Queen. These three were when they 
exquisitely finished by the chisel of Sergal. To the h«^ nature, totally 
Sovereigns be had given soul and energy, as well as all Jq painting and 
nature. The head of Her Majesty possesses her sweet as an orator 
the enchanting smile which bespeaks the heavenly ^oceed from his 
heart. , 


.> i 

VVe next turned to a Vtuiqs in a bending posture, paid myg her its 
hand gracefully on her bosom, from which falls a piece^stj i© ’^jicry mon 
like an aerial veil; in short, the whole statue rather rebronaj^ a poetic 
phantom, than a mass of solid marble. This supcniat execiiWuty, this 
breathing life, are the excellencies of Sergal, whieh brirQ-ust^i so closely 
on a level with the best Greek artists. The productiootjiy ciueslion has 
been completed fifteen years. Yi 


takiol 

Another fine specimen of Uie talents of this great mi:||gj0'S a groopc 
of Venus being wounded by Diomede. It is in every jreplete with 
knowledge, taste, and fine composition. But I hasten fipatience 1/ * 
point out to you what 1 consider as his chef~4’(mvre : a aie 
would bad given him immortal fame. Cupid and Psy:j,tooJO. 
had been with me to partake the luxury of viewing su< - 
strongly »did 1 think of the pleasure' you would liav<j|2^ j 

even looked round. at the instant, as ifl exptefeed to .« How 

beautiful it is V’ 
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the toe'they^ ^ :,^ 

ev^ souglit 

tbr ever. It i^;|tot^j|t ..is 

side of the di?,^^d 

Though a patri^j|;,a^;4^i^y, 

flourish in imi||j^^w^^i^ ^^,,fp.,d^ifcribe. , ,.,,^ii|;8h<^;l^,' it]^: 

declared fliat 

and the aniinatnture to predict that no vrork, modern or . anjcd^dll^ yill 
nianjj^^gars. li^, fame* fine add god-Hke anger, as w^ll as impe> 








in, the face of 


in- an|^ ya^;.4,.f|Ph^.d^^g^^ 






1, 1 t .-, ; . ■•.; ; v-y.;;-;-' l^.',' -.t^y,.*'- ;-;j I 'i - .Vi ' ' 
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tion. I hateih^ wfl^ 'ilii^, during thy' fbtmdr'travf^ extraordinary 
talent ip sctdjpl^kd I'lwt it Sergal'^ho slhewed me that the best 

statues of tjrri!^ cab be eqd^l^l IW'’ generality of modern sculptors 

^ ■ L * ' i' 

have a mam^}n their worins^ d^sl7ely declaring* thdr close imitation 
of the antique^^ (which th^ ofteh carry to an iron excess), or, when they 
neglect that study/ set forlh a i^ of cohinum nature, totally 

contradicting every principle of the art. ^ An artist, both in painting and 
in sculpture, should but refer to imture and to the antique, as an orator 
would to his notes. body bf his work must proceed frOm his 

own genius. ' 

The day aiW my visit to the Swedislr Praxiteles, I paid my respects 
at the j^laeeo^ Stocldiplm,',% I was duly introduced to Its marble 
and lier^. Ih my' %vay thitJidr I nolieed the bronze Statue of 
OustaVuB Adol{diiifi : it is on horseback, but so badly executed, that I 
did not 'give ^ it a second look. Not sddre figure of Oustavus Vasa« 
^wjiich stands Opposite the fie/i ^ the Knights^ it is worUty of its situa^ 
tion, and of‘the brave Prince which it commemorates. You, who are 
no cold admirer of deeds of chivalry, will not object to taking a peep, as 
we pass, into this hall ! tt is here the diets of the kingdom assemble 
when they sit at Stpckh<dm ; - and here all great solemnities of the nobi- 
lity are hdk)!;' ' kize of dte plku^e is immen:^ : the wUlls are covered 
widi the coafis of armk Of dll thb /Sw^ish nobles, wk numdrous, 

f . . ¥ w 



r to the palaise i it kras*buii| hy Chai‘ki8 Xll.,'&om the derign of 
Monsieur le Comt^de Tessin it ia'lh deserving the 

honour of having been landed % t Sovereign. I liave 

VOL. II. » r 
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aln^j'gi^^ yo^ a, .laugUBlt.^piPBS^ thiB mag- 

nificeotf dwxilliiig:: and as you i,fyre qQ;;Buckk^liap 9 ‘^tQ time or 

pati^ee ibr all jrcwU either with 

catale^es. of velvet haa^hgB* gigantio/iofu^mni^ eo^forpider^ canopies^ 
andque; couches, dbairs*; a.nd f table$ .;'}€^vijiag<these eoqvenieat piec^ of 
htirpiture^ to their silent iuses, l^ shah call jpur atteati^ to ivhat perhaps 
omamented.fihe apartpvdits of Pericles,!Ot gave.^edpubled attraction to 
the obamber .of .Augustus. 1. mean the gallery of nucMant statuei^' which 
were chosen by Sergal at Boine^ and brought hither by Oustavus^ IlI. 

, . ■ • ■ .V, ! . '■■■f'- ■ V. . ’''■‘■‘■''i i.. ■;•■■ 

In the first saloon to which I was conducted, two very fine cande- 
labra^ present themselves, of. Che most spotless- matbk; *1 ever vsaw. 
^ley are not less than eight feel high^ ;wilh.n:)«^ohderM 
elegance of . form. ; . B^ween them stands a i^kaped fig(U<e ^ a pdes 
holdiingin l^. light hand a cup for libations or for inb^nsb. Jihe^te 
of the figure is dehghtfol : its ' majestic and^simple vestments, sufooieiitly 
dedareits origin froni the chisel of the best Greeks.' >' ; ifpre are .no per- 
pendicular lines, no stifihemes; nothing to remind of artj^ hul ^1 ^ 
of beantifiil, easy^ nature. ;. »■ 

On the left is a Minerva. This is the first in a. mnge of andqnes, w}uch 
are placed with tree heraldic precedence this aide of the chamber. 
She beats in her. mien the ^dde^biwifi^ ec^nsdilor pf.Olysses^ 

and the gnide of his son. , 

hand. 'Fhen h4^ppmfU% hpldut^ a hand, and 

in her left adagg^ip, 'hnee^ her foot 'being 
rei$ed\upon fihnt'i'lus, as- well asfirom 

most of the'Ojib^f#fow;mthi^J[4^e^^^^ erd^ned. with! 





fm 

ivy or vioe l^vesv powterfid tiPag^C chaiiaett^* 

Setli hg ,asidfe < trf the low«^ all diSe 

of the hgi1ir0 it ht'sut^biptire tasfe^ cauncft:’ regret kai having r^ 

cei ved the Mhdtieh of Sefgal?# ^ttdgment. Cho it ‘'holding a‘ scroll ; 
and then l^b^hymriia: NeSEt^'to ^lhe^ stands th#'^dl'4:h6vhl'‘dt{)6llo^ 
striking' his ^'aitd ’sh!i|>pitig Ibrafltfd at the 8ahfd^iint>ib'ehti^ ; head 

is beautiful) and fraught vrith'^aU the hannony<^bf ^kpteasion^ abid ed 

■* 

vated sentiment, so cbttspibtidtes'in that deity iiditetbever he 
j>anied by the^niuses'. fie ft clothcld in long d^apdpy ; and by tiihhy, a* 
the first glance, has been mistaken for a female ; but a mmnenfs observa- 
tion, and the god is perfectly discerned.’ I thotight it would be h most 
excellent study for any artist who wished to paint Achilles in his dis- 
guise at die court of 'Lycomedes. HO^ Wdl migte it fee with 

the list^ing Deidamia, regkrdirig with raptufO'lfeO god-Msfe majesty of 
hca* lover's aOiion, and the nofele grace' With which he IkiMs the h!istitti«> 
rfliefit tO'hft breast, maldng'it diAcowrsc inost ehjtimt ttiusiSf ]' ThO' atiima-' 
tion that pervades the yrhole stahie is 'io' vtonderfui; ybh forget the 
liiatble on gazing oh it, and monfently expenSt to hear the heavenly tones 
of the lyre. - ^ 


Thalia follows, beautifully simple, with her usual attribute, the domic 
mask: Urania, with her apprdprikie emblems. And them' Erato I I 
eahm^ find w^ds m* ddiicribd‘^d^gfytJ8^ M povter of this 

staPtioe. ' " E^X'^urdjes’ ^mr'iti?^li&d‘'to withdraw wa^tobai'lithpo^ 

Sudh^^ '^skinaddfi jSfe'd wiftn'dte^ 

ledixft to fioni^e Idt/fe!^’ ftfelgd tiff 6^ Heaf#t&t fivetS' Sfie®^ 


feddhd, m ' the spot. The ' 

waa hi alfbfit 1helo6!c 

2 


Fif’-'^Wiirbf my fitisi 
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love, the„ divine: Psyche* i posi^on J». IbeadiUjg^ in the^act. 

of en^roltr^ herself vcfth her-r^s^: a beautii^tielnh|iE$ii^^^^ modesty 
of *dbeipas«<m she {nxitects. < Her syij^id fhn^ die^ grtti^ful lines 
of her drapery, and thn anii^ated, as trett as sollt; atr !egr did oonpte^ 
.produces a mseml^e «h penetratingly feels him- 

self hlmoet a i^l iNihile looking: nt her. A giMtlethiHa l>f admkable taste, 
who? led ths^ lh[^^^chu»ie dtanih^, p3adi% me before diis 
invaluable pfodciedon/texdidmed, FeiM men maoMT/ good sooth, had 
I beenthe aatiat whose^oiving iinagihatiicm fbrmed^thls figure, and could 
T have yielded my heart to beauty alone, 1 must have shared Pygeaalion’s 
passion With a much harder fate: > . 

..Terpsichore is die neNt ui ;rotation,r|iolding her lyre. The statue 
possessdK i^reat merit;) biltf it is so eclipsed by die preceding oiie, that 
you haidly'pau^ befcire it a moment: besides, one arm, and from beknv 
the knee^ tesi^^baen restored^ The part covered by the ancient dra^ 
pery, iadnr:di^ ,ac good taste of Greece. Close to her, and 

lask on f^e; the vgti^y« sits Calliope, with tablets and a stylus in 
her Wilds. * The drapery is Very inferior to the others; indeed, 1 must 
confess, dmt I saw nothing in the whole statue to excite my 'adr 
miration, 








soade yceax^-J^‘ 
pjnessiori 
as 

^olotg^ lfo^ 
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fomm^EBKiitt iBtecelb^''-aitd - 
The^ .gcace- 

hiAr&Mmyawkh the exqsasite 
jiff {last tideats. 

'Invsi^,' ^'cokieMS^-liiagotode' ol tki^^ApoiQid 

Belvedere f tihe of ^Jili8t|ia» hiihH>ed<, h 

pait'jofheri^iviiiljiy.. ' . '. ' ■ ■" - 

r ,.f; '' 

When I look at works j^bose» | amCSIk^ 
ndration of the seulptQ^^,(^. ^ v li:liti|ud!:} ^ithe 
Siqiern^tural belbjiB , in; i repres«n|(nli«i» hejroes 4 

not distinguished moi^ply by attributes QC : nani^%l^|4^^^^ 
l^ius of the artist with the signs of divitnty>.:;<dr^l^ii|iisitaj^^ 
that it is impossible tq'Jriist^e his meaning. iJfhea ikpoPo, tbeT^us, 
an4>the Endyinupi^ ought aiw^ys^o he. 

G^rqpki^.tal^t^/ ; Several ll^agnifichhh^4t]«ll>le^vsu^ the 
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‘ Iti^ aa> seeping $edpoi|;; is . a nuni^fh^ polleedap of busts, some in 

iiinri#« othp%j|n 


emihieiUc 





\ 
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t^ {n«a wi«all>l'(>osn to' tii& figltt is^a large vase:), 

antique enamelled dishes, tovWi curibm lam|% $daU^’d^ jprodue^ 
of the two overwhelmed Italian cUibs^ Tins d(»es the royal stord of 
imcientart. i.-, •■ ' • .-' 4 w ' ■ *■.. • 

. * -.1, ' . ^ ■ H 

. - ^ . '''A'. ' / r. 'f 5 V "%-S^ ' / ‘ f 

Within the walls of the palaoev^hot oito good* pietoro is to* be ifound ; 
but a great niany bad ctigihhis/ andiwetse coj^ka. . 1' found in one of 
the j^leries several young men, studying ^ these danbs, with all tlk 
attention of students in the best schools of Italjr. Fnnn these examplei^, 

1 cannot be surprised at the state of painting here. ;T/he , pu}dic cxhi-' 
bition took place a few days ago. Of course 1 went thither, and saw as . 
the best what the Academicians : in Iktgland would have rejected witli 
disgrace. Neither traces of ^ing genius; nor of growing talent,) were 
visible in any but one. T /&und that one wais the work of a very;?yoiii)g 
man ; tmd dbouM he meet with adequate encpuragement, he may in time 
become the fsdter;of'his art in the kingdom. 

This radiibttion of Swedt*>l# is ojicn tor several weeks, two 

daysihiretnto bdng free to tlte pubh'c. On othm; a tow sOhillings' -pro^ 
cures the admission ; on which times, the iMsm monde make it .their 
daily resort. The academy which belongs to this institution is at the 
espence of gdvemmetit »^i>and hml^ its. Augntgos; Oustavtsi III'V liv<L'd, 
it is probabldy! frcmi hia ailtoTinduihit^ thernisttoii, ' diat the art and 
its protoBsors' would- fmw have ■’^beemlam very ^flourish donditatmi At 
presehf, ' the; stale of tpdiities #ithdfh>wa ihe stttoktoxc^/^tiot only of Hii 
Miyesty, bm ^also of IktoiUtji -(rtm the arts ; '' smd the osrcumstaiiGes 
df dm war so drain is 

givdn toiany-^of ibb praertd«ichert ^.a^ the taleiite of the youth 

f(^ the pencil seem soH9yntoh»*rtiiit i|'^^l^ I shoidd be'^i ^d to see the 
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tbrins of thb ftbademy tMnncd» and the students more usefully employed 
in thickening the battalions of their intrepid Soverei^. 

This letter is but an epitome of. the convereation of the times : begin 
on what subject we will, it alwdys ends with war. A theme, not a little 
stripped of its glittering ctrctimMjtfitcti since it brought disastcis worse than 
the roar of cannon upon your wandering friend. 
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- LETTER XLV; 

8t6ckhotnt Aprils 

'VESTERDAY being the aotiiv^ersaTy of the e»tal:^|^ettt W the 
^ of the Seraphim, all the knights of every order attbndedf, dresic^ 
ih their appropriate insignia. The hhbiliments of the Swedies, on tliese 
occasions, are very picturesque, being, as 1 before noticed, Spknish 
haints; a style first used in diis counh^ by tiw late King. 

the uniforih of iihe' W pf the SVord is a light Wue, with white 
lace; that of the Visa knights, is greeni that the Poiat^ Smi*, 
crimson velvet, &c. The knights of the SCraphSm wear while,' adifh 
black lace, and black mantles. They were all oqllared and staired, and 
adorned with their respective chivalric distinctions.;^ 

1"' 

The ceremony took place' in the chapel Cf tiie ' |}alao^ was 

rithly hung; with blue and ciimsofi^irelfyet, prOfhsely e|nbtbldered w 
gold, designating the arms of 'Sweden hi a 

rounded by tiiousands of nmp^al tr^hies. sto<^ «n the 

ri^t Of'tiw altar. It piibdrs; add a maitive 

silv^ chair, debated <ht keved^^ aseat. Arbdhd 

htn^ ''the banheit of all . thd' kldl^.'' of die Altar'. , were" 
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k 

placed chairs of state (Banquo-like) fur the different Sovereigns who 
belonged to die institution. 

• 

When X first entered, I saw the banner of Russia. But a few 
minutes before the entrances of the King and the brethren of the Sera- 
phim, two heralds, attired in die robes of their office, advanced to the 
Imperial banner, took it down from where it hung, and bore it out of 
the chapel.* The invasion of Finland was His Majesly^s reason for this, 
and to shew that none can reiriain a knight of the Seraphim who takes 
up arms against its head. Many who deem, orders as a mere inter- 
change of trinkets, may think this action savours too much of the 
ehivalrous age so long gone by ! and, that it is gone by, the more 
the pity. It was the era of unblemished honour ; when a man's word 
bound stronger than oaths of the present period ; and when the insignia 
of valour and virtue were prized beyond the wealth of worlds. To 
laugh -at the titles, and customs of honour, is to laugh at honour itself ; 
and |)oth, except in the best minds fall into contempt together. I re- 
member, and I blush fin* Englishmen while I write it, many in our island 
turning the chivalric distinctions of our immortal Nelson into ridicule. 
Tliey have jested on his crosses and his stars, when, ha4 they looked 
deeper, they would have seen wounds under every ornament, received in 
making his breast the.shield qJ^Aeir safety. This absurd contempt, or 
baser envy, is teyoncL ray uiuflerstanding. So, I shall return to the 
brethi|sn of the Seraphim. r; 

When the King entered the chapd, he, was dressed in the robes of the 
<wder, and followed by a procession of knights, various officers of his 
staff, &c. Tlie armour-cased Prabants were marshalled on; each side 


VOL. n. 


o o 



*226 THAVBLI.Iiro SKETCHES IK SWIE&EN. 

of the iHiyding. His Majesty bowed to all with the inost affaUe grace, 
and took his seat on the throne. An anthem was ^ayed. The,jholy 
service was entered upon : and a divine read from the pulpit a sermon 
addressed to the body, relative to- patriotism^ respect for their order, 
and the indispensable duties annexed u> it, of loyalty and valour in 
the defence of their country, being particularly demanded at this 
period. 

As soon as this discourse, with numerous prayers, were fimshed, in 
all of which the King (who I understand is eminently pious), seemed 
most religiously to take part; the ceremony of creating a new knight 
began. His Royal Master read alohd the vow, to which.the noviciate, 
ktandih^ between his sponsors, bowed assent He then approached the 
king^ knelt down before him,’ and t^as invested by the hands of his 
Sdvweigh with the collar of the order ; the amiable Gustav'us adjusting 
it with all the attentive suavity of a fttmiliar fiiend, during which time 
he continued talking to him in a low voife^.' "He theii took the sword of 
ib^tehibny, and most gracefully, with his chivalric Wl, stamped him 
knight. On this being performed, he cmbraced him ; ahd Coun| Hr — 
(the hew chevalier) kissed His Majesty's hand twice, with a sensibility 
and ehthhaiasm that did honour to his add the noble Gilstavus, 

by pressing most fervently in both his l&dda tliat bf his fitithAil subj^t, 
and at the same time saying something, which, from the sweet and 
benign expression of hu face, sOen^'fuU 

the tender symjmihy whhfo he rec^ved' the afPectibhs of tis 

•people."''^ '.-/t ■ 
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prayenrwcre tlien said^, a^fidthe benediction given^ The King rose, and 
the profusion Teturned as they entered ; His Majesty having first bowed 
to the Queen; ,who sat as a spectator, and next to the ambassadors and 
nobles of foreign xti^ons. As 1 by our own minister, I had one > of 
the bek pkceE .ia., the chapel for commanding a view of the scene. It 
cdinmenced at <ideven in the morningy and was over at two o'clock, when 
a magnificent dinner was served in the palace for all the knights present ; 
of which His Majesty graciously partook, rather as a brother of the a u- 
rious orders; than as a sovereign Prince. 

The order of the Seraphim was institifted so far ^ck as the fourteenth 
century, by Magnus,, king of Sweden, and lias b^. held io the highest 
hmour ever sitice. , Margaret de Valdemar, the daughterdndaw of its 
foimder, bt»towed it on none but .her favoured nobles.: and her suc- 
cessors in Sweden, have spread its generous bonds ^en to crowned heads. 
The Institution of an idter queen, the romantic daughter of Gusiavus 
Adolphus, arriyed not to so brilliant a maturity, but, like its mistress, 
shed its proudest honours even in the blowing. Howeyer, as I am going 
to tell you a little more qn thiis subject, I beg you will be attentive; and 
as this letter is altogether ^ record of chivalry, of ladies fair, and knights 
and scarfs, and pennons bright, J hope that you ftt leart opened it in 
style, with a pmroit Plumed ^dves on! . , 

*- 

Having, b©^;^ 8^^ all smqus rites, admitted a knight of 

Mars; niy nextlionomr of the sqrt, was to. issue front a gstyjor, copi^ 
The star of the beautfbus Queen Christina, the guide of love, .and the 
Older of the Amaranth; the emUem of its never-dying brightn ess , was to 
^atilisCme for ever one of Beauty's vitals. Accprdin|^ a litUe time 

o o 2 
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ago, afe-the hour appointed, 1 went to the Hall of Installation ; and after 
going through the usual cerOinonies of knighthood, taking the delightful 
vow of being on all occasions the defender of loveliness in distress, the 
Sword of consecration fell on my shoulders, tiic Count do la Garde pro- 
claimed me Champion of the Fair ! and, still on my knees, the hands of 
a beauteous lady, the reprt'sentative of Queen Christina, fastened the 
shining badge upon ruy breast ; and I rose, another leaf in the royal 
wreath of Amaranth. 

'Fhis institution, in the reign of its foundress, was supported by hc»' 
with grea| pomp : but since then, as the more martial orders have arisen, 
it only considered as un ordre de galanterie ; an occasion for social 
meetingjia balls and festivals being fixed at particular periods, which are 
numerously attended by the ladies and chevaliers of the order ; all of 
whom jarc of the first rank and respectability, uniting the exhilaration, of 
pleasure with the sweets of innocence. If any think harm of this, I reply 
ip the true knightly style, honi soil qui mal y pense ! That no sour com- 
mentaries will be made by you on the votaries of so sweet a flower, is the 
belief of your ever faithful friend. 
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LE'rTER XLVL 

Stockholm^ Aprils 1808. 

J HAVE passed this day delightfully ; not with the living, but musing 
on the illustrious dead. The scene of my meditations was the arsenal. 
It stands in the King’s garden, and contains, like; our to^ver, the martial 
remains of ancient days; with more mod^n trophies, naval and military, 
taken in Swedish victories. - ' • ' 

A range of equestrian figures, clothed in steel, and their horses barbed, 
present themselves on your entrance. The names of the Kings of 
Sweden are written in succession on their peilestals; but I doubt 
whether any of the armour, excepting two or three of the later suits, ever 
protected a royal breast from the arrow of the ctoss-bow, or the ball of 
a carbine. Innumerable heaps of swords, pistols, and old matchlock 
pieces, are piled around, without either taste or care. 

The whple of the armour (saving a .few shirts of mail,) %cms not 
earUerthan the fifteenth century ; and what are of more modem dat(% 
appear to haVe been rather suits for tournaments than war. The head 
of one of these equestrian effigies is ca^ iti a close helmet of an ^xtra> 
ordinary shape: indeed I had never seen a similar one before. The 
visor is in the fbrm of a face, excellently >ve]l executed, and polished 
10 
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very brightly. It has the. addition of stiff mustachios and projecting > 
eyes, which altogether make up a most terrific: visage. Whether this 
iron mask be a portrait of any Swedish Sovereign, 1 could Jiot learn; 
but it possesses the strrnig national character. < . 

In another apartment are deposited a collection of saddles (pres^its 
from different potentates,) accompanied by rich housings studded pro^ 
fiisely with 'precious stones intei^oven with silk, gold, silver, ar^ pearls. 
1 was shewn a pair of spurs of the oldest jfikshlon eEtapti . the iron 
being pointed, without a rowel, and of a length QEceeding any original or 
drawing lever saw. Elev^ inches is its length from the part which 

« #r 

clasps the heel. The fork is very long, and must reach inconveniently 
low on* the foot. The leather is fastened to it by a buckle. 


After running over a hundred, to me, uninteresting thin^, a case was 
openexl obntainiiig the clothes worn by Charles the Twelfth on the day 
whidi deprived that h^ of his lifi&, < and the world of many acts of 
eccentric greatness. Even his shirt is . preserved as a saCTed relic. 1 
could not help feeling an ‘ emotion diey only know who ^ possess a little 
chivalric enthusiasm ; a certain something the quieter part of the world 
often impute to romantic fblly* when I drew on my Jiand the yery 
glove which had covered hiS, aud was prefus^y Stained mth his blood. 
On bis^being struck by the fatal ball ourtbe ttmple, he clapped his right 
haaod upon the part, which in; a nminent >becomii|g foiciiiiisoned with 


the dreadftd prooft of his fate, he^idmosi in thenaninp^ seized tlic 
hilt 9^ his sword, the belt nf. whiph ; 

•momentary impulse. The bole made b^ ^ b^Ctis^in |he hat; w-hich. 
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o«f his person. The pictures and pnnts of this renowned King present 
the fac similes of those habiliments. In the same case is preserved the 
cap he’ wore on the terrible day at Bender, when he so desperately de- 
fended himself against the Turks. It is of fur ; and has one tremendous 
cut on the side, which must have been within a hair’s breadth of there 
ending the career of this wonderful man. 

The dress of his brother-in-law and successor is also shewn ; and se- 
veral other habits, all belonging to different personages of the successive 
royal ffunilies. One suit is rather prematurely exhibited: and every 
one who knows the merits of its owner, must wish its admission long to 
continue out of place. It is the shirt and jacket Qf a^ Royal Duke still 
alive. They have sustained a war-rent on one of the shoulders, I believe 
it happened in the battle of the gallies. I have no doubt these memo- 
rials of hi's gallantry were deposited here without the knowledge of the 
brave Prince to whom they belonged. . His good sense is eqnal to his 
courage ; and while he lives to achieve future honours for Sweden, he 
will never sanction, the hanging up of an old suit of uniform amongst the 
flailed coats of departed..heroes. 

One strange article to be treasiued with the reKos of war, is a carriage 
(hat was built in England in the reign of Elizabeth ; being f the first close 
vehicle of the eort'evesr seen in Sweden. *It was brought from London 
by Prince JohUj the second >8on of Gustavos Vasa, when he returned 
from his unsucCessM embassy to proffer (o the virgin Queen of that 
court the matrimonial: proposals of his eldest brother. 

Before 1 Idl: tliis interesting place* I requested once more to sec the 
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relics of Charles the Twdiflh. As I again li^ thm ih my faaiids» and 
pressed his bloed-stained glove to liiy lips, I ootdd not help at the same 

4 I. 

instant recalling those of his rival Peter, kept with similar cate in 
the imperial Museum at St. Petersburgh. How different the two cha- 
.racters, yet how great both! The King of Swedeh^kept without edu- 
cation by the ambition of his .grandmother, without counsellors, Or 
companions worthy of his dignity, drew from his own mind those prin- 
ciples of invincible courage, immaculate honour, and immutability in 
friendship, which stainpt him the first of heroes. Who cim forget the 
noble interruption with which this young and n^lected Ppuce broke 
up the deliberations of the s^ate,* when m^itating b humiliating nego- 
tiation “With the enemies of the kingdom?— “ Cease, gentlemen! my 
resolution is fijced. I will never enter into an unjust war; and lam 
resolved not to terminate a jiurt; one but by the destruction of the 
aggressor.*^ ’ With these magnanimous words he not only led the senate 
forth, Intt ali the kingdom, wondering ^atthis extraordinary justice and 
courage in a boy ; and following him in crowds to the shores of Denmark, 
the ally of Russia ; and the oppressor of his brother-in-law, the young 
Duke of Holstein. , * , t 

Then succeeded his victories ; all gained by atbfayery never excelled, 
and a military judgment that made vettxans Msemd hyvin^ admiration. 
Having humbled Denmark, ^ien dame the Tear’s hostilities. ' Ihoogh 
engaging by three ambassadors at Skockholm to maintain the peace, he 
marched'at tbs' head of a hundred thousand men into Livonia.* ' Charles, 
who valued himself upon hfs sev^ pidbity, tm was first tgld the 

circumstance, wotfid not .cyO(h{ die eopsid not oomprdiend 

how a, legislator like the Tzar oOuld nsaI(Criit|^ 
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5 ^ mm/ifUK w^K8^ of Full of tru& imnsd^^he did uottbelieve 

Idiere (x>uld..bw foir FxijQQ^ dl^le^ fi^oui diat of private 

-raeu. * . 

>. ,Th^; ba!t%. of«Narya:^^ in page of kisccNrj tkKt never 

'has been eqpiaU^*' . Hearly a bundr^ thousand troc^s laid down their 
aims to, eig^t . thousand ! But what is still more wonderfid, was the 
inoderatioa of, the youi^ victor^j who modestly drew Ids pen through the 
ac(pouid§ wldch||pioke Idghly of him» and depredated the character of 
his great ‘Oncmy. ' As justice ted.hkn forward/ ndfrc^ was^the companion 
of his arms* { No outrage was committed by his sio}didrai.^ali obeyed his 
word at a moment, and it wail ev^ to spam^tlto' Though an 
anchorite in pleasure^ whether it came in the idlape of love, Of of any gm> 
ttfication; dt tlie senses, he Was yel^ alive 'to all the tehdmiess of fia» 
teroal aiff^tioni» all the sympathiesof friendship. I need duly repeat one 
instance to show ^ sensibility of the young Moimrch;!!..^ most 
amiable<li^t.''" -v” 

• ,• , ■ -t •. ' , . • -'I . • , . 

• It was' at dm battle' of .Clissau, when Charles, at the* bead of twelve 

thousand^ men, opposed Augustus,' King of Poland, with double the 
number. Upoi^^^#^ imUey of artiUdey ; the Saxon sidOi the 

-Duke of HoliUbeia, a brahe Priiihej >who had married the King of SwedenV 
siater^teedved atmahnon: baU Ihr^^ 'CharlOB, on'seeing him 

tall, inquired an next to*' h^ if the; Ddfce-'^im dead,: and 

bdng answered yes, n terrible paleness ovOnpread his oomi^ tears 
jgiidied froin l|iamyeB,:*iand eoyeriag for alsw incNttients Ins toce with bis 
hands, he sudd^iyjStiruck his spurs hitohdf yushed. toll* speed 

}|iU> the thickest of v s ; ' 
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lit midst of CIiartes% tt»iim^s, -ivhile Euiopft before, hi« 

«imi^'9weden;eDjoyed.idi ihebl^sfogs of a profotmd peace. Fearedmid 
rei^pected by its oeighboursi 4t derived all the advantages of donquest 
wi^foopt its pains : for Charles : with a fow thousands overcame the millions 
•opposed to him; hod suppca^ his troops neither by .drawing from 
his own country, nor by die plunder of others* but, Ayidi d^e prpvistoqs 
the people of every nation joyfully, because honourably paid, brought 
into his camp. 

' ■ ' ; ' ' ^ , r"' • , ' . ' , ' f . : ' M« 

Thus disdpmfidng the mighty Taar of llussia, bringing, die. several 
potentates of,!l^urope to 'acknowledge his superior powers defending the 
cause d the gippressed, and di^hfipg crowns to them he esteemed the 
most des^ving, he forward in full career of his virtue and glory 
until the tuihappy hour that. Padral wa^ surrendered to his don^dsw bb? 
that wa» humanO tP;all the world besides, wa# cruel to hjm ; alone. But 
let die corfoinifoU over die scene! Th^^ :we lose the just and amiable 
Charles the Twelfth in an implacable tyrant. It was his first and ,his 
last act of enormity; but it. was of the blackest dye; so deep, that, if 
we may judge- of' the heart' of; a man by his actions, he could not but 
feel the acutest r^orse for . having m bmbarpusly inimolat^ thgt unfor- 
tunate nobleman to his vowed revenge against the enemy of his father, 
and the fwond Augustus ^ and -tho, Gnmt P^r, that he . durst 

bmye their indignation. . Patsd disvahry of ppwer^ lyhen dip' blood of a 

hdmve and Imnourable patriot wasrtbe; victim t j ;;.v, « r< 

■' Soini this i^ibd Chaiie^’tuined hil Uki>idse;^ia 

'beMi’^^nidied' ai^ii- J- NeKfofe -iradmr 
to suppose it was by the secret instigatibni*'^^Maki^^^ wrliO^^^prnniised, 
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by assktCla^ liitii trotmd tha:^FsEar in one of his: most 

favoilnte Me^hhaji and'lbr«evar al^ 8d> 

her^ to bis sidO. .Tlie day of Puhowa sealed^ Wiih^lds fhte^ the lame of 
Peter the GT<6at. 1 eaimot but repeat die irords of one :iHrith - whom 
Charles wieis titanifestly no'larotifite^ on this occasion. They show that 
real iditiies ^ixmnnand pmise: - 

** It was OB the 8lh. of July diat this decisive battle was fought be* 
tWeen the two most famous Monarchs then in the world. Charles the 
TwdilUi,=^ lAlaMrious by a 'tboutte of nine yenrs ’tnctories; the Taar, by 
nine of ^hnigtie spent in training his troops to. arms: the one* 
^orioos for Mvlhg ipvcn’ away dominions ; die bdier^ for having ctvi* 
Kzed his Owii f Charles^ in love %ith danger; and Ji^diig for glory only : 
Peter,' making'^ war doininion; and his own^ iirfofoia/ Swedish 
MoiiaithV libefol ffoni-'gteatBess of foul i * the Musdcwile; generous 

but for sonie private end* The one t^pcifote and tdsastb^beyond 
ample;* ]fotUinll3rv foagnanimous, and never cruet bid; otfoe: the other, 
harsh and ^sanguinary; ienible to his subjects^ as wondi^rfol'to . strangers, 
and '^dieted' fo shortened ' his> days. Charles had the 

title of InvinOdile, Peter, the appdladon of Great.'^ * 

' ' That' Peter HMfo iittetesifol* is tiUe$ but it was with the samesinrit 
wMch aniiUate^ Elittabedi ; the aggnukhaement hH countiy was 
his .passion, and to that object ' ali' olher ' iUitkini^!^^^ lay in his 

powtsr, were'sacrifit^. To Russia he was the midtl generous of Princes ; 
hegUve her hisrheait and |tis Siuil^ he forUh^ ih' die dock-yard^ 

diS for^her'foithe qUirr^ in every thing a servant, that 

he‘might knbw to, lfoW”Kingih idl* 

K H 2 
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mt'ilmost:' 
hfs ixBu^ iii: 



i 3 iaf 'lasadl^ 




niM '^e sublime "virtue^^hidi 'tetams to sahetify a!! 


ill mtieawtes^.' '[^tte^emlkalioii bf: ^as i^s ; and all 

n4i^iii>1!fec:disiSie^ adiiis^iblb''liiat‘ v^y 
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^yed:, ]b> ot^e of hi3 OAvn relations, an ignorant quack, 

iiomeifaing was sent to the £ioporor which indeed gave liim a transitorj 
ease* bu*l did the aflfcclod pait). so^ mncli injury, as to occasion the return 
of Ufc pain with sudhi angmented torture, that further concealment was 
impossible, aiQd the b(bt medical, aid was summoned. Every care was 
now taken to cure the disease ; and the Tsar, at the end of four months, 
was able to leave his bed. 

I V 

He regained strength so rapidly, as not only to venture into the 
open air, but iraagini]^g himself better than his physicians would 
allow him to be» one day, without their knowledge, he got on board 
his yacht to visit some works dust were carrying forward on the Ladoga 
lake, under the directions of General Munich.* Having remained 
there as long as he liked, he found the shent voyage had so enlivened 
hit spirits, and stdengthenod Ins enfeebled fkame, that, instead of return* 
ing to St. Petersburghi.he sailed down the Neva to Lad|»ta„ A village 
on the gulph of*^Finh|iid, situated on the coast, where heint^ed 
Id land, and thence proceeded to view tlie ^military manufoctory at 
Sisterbach. . 

* 

He was scarcely ashore before the weathdr became very bad (it was 
now November)*, the sea ^ raged, and the wind rose to a tremendous 
tempest. At this moment he «bdield» att some dishmee, a boat filed 
wMieoldicrs,' struggling with the waves, whijdh each sweep of the tot- 
ing edrges th^eafoned to dash in atoms pgainm the rocks* A fe# 
mhmtes passed, and, they were driven on the <i^|^Qals not for from the 
village, every sea breaking over tlwm. with such terrific fury, that each 
watery mounuda leemed il^ hei»|d of thi^ doom- His 
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a yet4e| |o theij* assistance; but, notwitlistan4ii;ig.^vP|Rf(^ 
^attheb^nat's the saii:t'^,|^i^h3ais sitpat^ th^.pinnape 

seanamg to make unaysilis^ij^orts to Keac^ iPehoMini; ^e little 

exertions these sailors tweiie - eaaking tjp|^,ip,v«, ^ unfortunate wrrelches 
alieady exhausted 9t:ithstenror and fatigue* he. loa^hd into bia .ovm boat* 
and soon drew near them ; but Jnding he was yet'too |iir.c^ .Qn ae* 
count of the banks and rocks, he plunged into the sea, and swintming* 
speedily was amongst the sufferers. What a sight for thm, who seemed 
tOiJbe abandoned by die num of. their own quality, who* saw ^ihe .bre-> 
thren of dunr own pro&snon standing aloof ifrom their danger, to see 
their. Sovereign, the £mperor. of all Ihe Rusdas, risking , his li% fot 
dieif preseiwation t Rising from the jdadung waves which had several 
tunes closed over his head, and threatened to overwhelm him for ever, 
he ispiimgr into .the, boat;; Iho shout die doqiairing crew uttered 
vfmT Miche if* an angd^ had descended ;a«nohgat His prer 

•enoe^aiid.iiti}r^ activity recalled the ^ergles ;of every uOne; the 
boiatWBs again in deep water; and, his peoplo saved by his brave 
as8ieiance.r ; ... ...r^ ,,i; y.- j.,* • 

' ' ■ ■■ ‘ 

Ihis . humane and patriotic; Prince changed his cl^ahes as soon Os 
ha .regained the village.. Bitffi alas, uptwithstaodtog 
dloacdd< oif the. season, and Ins teinaiidBg«;to .1^ .water, .;tot 

geibOrwith ^the ieijjtetion <tu>d^antdaty (hf Ids o^^ ^HH^ni 

bion^ oii ia rdapse of rlds^ disease, valtended byj^^ a iem^.aj# M 
he ibached St. Petdrsbu^b, hie illness was^. 
dfuiger* 
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fVom wiilcti be tiever more itioae. 'Ilie first'montli of the year 1735 was 
the last of his earthly commiSi^ion. His life ceased as it had bi^h and 
continued,* a ^rifice for the good of his people! The setting of such a 
sun was' wordiy i^its dir^r ; and we !oo*k after its glorious track with an 
enthusiasm that makes us turn to' other Sovereigns, and exdaim, BMd 
Ihii godlike Prince ! go ye «trf do Hkewm ! 

In every vicissitude of his reign, whedier in peace or in wac; 
whether encountering domestic trials, or stemming the prejudices, of n 
haughty nobility ; ip all he was the impartial patriot, the resolute 
dictator. j 

It has often been said, “ what a treasure he would have been ^to an 
enlightened natipn I” That is a query. A monarch, acting on lus print- 
ciplea, mid blessed >with<a~ gentle nature adapted to 'the tempers of . a 
polished peojile, would indeed be invaluaMe; but T doubt whether the 
peculiar disposition of the Tzar would have acquired him hi8< present 
reputation in any other country. He was perfectly suited by Providence, 
by greatness of mind, temper, austere decision, and indexible resolution, 
to govern, educate, and aggremdize, a vast and barbarous people, and 
to leave -them to after*ages a brightening monument of himself for ever. 
Lyoutgus was the lawgiver of one small republic, Solon of a single city, 
but Peter wai'^thevlegislatcic of an empire that spreads ovm: half the 

-Diffet^t as thdr natmeSj ' different as were dmir pUntidts, ^have^been 
dm fhmh of Trar and of his li^l Chafks; and as distent were the 
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hal]y in R Qianner that strofigly gave rise toi « supposificHi of. .treachery 
.which after evidence has confirined. . ■» * . 

t 

W - * , , S . . - 

^ ■ ■ ■' ^ f ^ ■ 

On the night Gf St. Andrew's day, it ibei^ Die depth of winh»v a* 
was. his custom, he .went about nine o'clock to inspect the trmches. 
Megret, the French engineer who conducted the siege, lUMiotnpanied 
him, attended by several other officers^ Not finding the parallel 
ciently advanced, he spoke with some displeasure to the engineer,* but 
Megret replying that the place would be tak^i in eight days, the King 
replied we shall see^ and stooping down, examined the Worlb by tlie light 
of the stars ; he then rose from his bending'pbslure, but still continued 
looking into the trenches. Almost immediately afterwards a shot was 
fired, the King was seen, to piit his hand to his forehead — to his sword* — 
and fa.lL A dc^p sigh was all he uttered, and hU riiighty spirit fled ! 
Such was the. terqninatidn. of the life of Chaiies die Twelfth ; a mad 
whom al} the world feared, whom all the world admiied ; whmh aH whd 
venerate virtue, and can perceive, in the most godlike man the alloy of 
mortality, must love, pity, and deplore! - 

' His officers presently surrounded him. Monsieur Siquier, his aide-de- 
camp, raised his head from the parapet, but he waa quite dead. At this 
si^t Megret, the chief engineer, and who, np doubt, was concerned in 
the inurder, and had led his mastOT to the spot, coldly said, 13iie play 
is let us to 'supper!” It was settled that ; the-^n^aitchdiy evxsat 

should .be concealed until ;the Prince of Hesse's commands shotdd be 

* ' ... 

; The dead Charles ^A^^is accordingly.nnirinad with a f^uak, find 
cqrriqdt .through, ^ j^nl^s, of his ^oriqg j^tdieTaas a. wopid^d. offic«|‘^ 
The P^ncf of Hesse ,4t^£.bvt8band< cd^ the depj^^ King’s .only, snrvijl^mg 

9 
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$g4v«an«tisat|o^ noiie;«lN>iiki'^lAitflb^' ^ 

wife was ctedBied ^iwiai of Sweden|^»lffee 
oif Htilstein; ChaFles^s favdiiiite sister andi bddvdl fri^i^ 

no itioie« wcija ob^n^iV Tlie 

aSter jt'iuwi Baiton 0ortE^'»13te'''f^ df 

€hai%fl|:«ai4 Duke» .Executed binder the gial* 

lows" Blo^eht las these measures wdre of treachery, die assassination 
wis not fully ashdiitained dll niany years afterwards, when one Cronsted, 
an ofleir^ on‘hi$'*death-b^ he bad hlinself, at die ihitti~ 

gadon-'of^d]^''' Pndee %f' the giid'lliiat. killed Chafim the 

Ywclsflh* ' V’j s j.y''A'!‘'" ’'H' ‘'''’ 

I need not, to you, comment od this horiibki jiahl^idei’ ' It w 
the'tnistidcen^i^'Of a Bi^^ i^hibh sliuddefed wlpjb'^lthibk'theblo#^ 
but the hfiii' df it base ’mercdnajry ttiat dSM life^ ' ebd ' a 

bi«ve‘natk)iiidf ■ W newly teedvOi^^'^ eJ3d''i^0e^’Ttito noble 

. heart lias^ridiedlhe: plaed'^Fheid'he' ^dhld'^i^liit’bveflt, 
the wOrds which he utteri^ at sj^t haUbt^^' b^^ llie list 

breath of hiS' predecessor, the great GiistavOs Adolphtis ? jf haVe endea- 

vOurdd tdU^d like died : lJ^y God gfy^if We'i^ g^ ! ' ' 

.’‘^^Ghatles wa8*'bot.lb"'favodred''i''^i^viiii'hlj(i'lll^^ H^t 

ofJsdtdHC b^^M^wdrd'df aherdf* €hlrlet,'1[ikib%lidli^^^ '''Ifete Id 

4^r i^,fkdfiW'%t^iile -'His tifei^s 
dlid%iH ■ -eiivy^it'? ■' It ■ Waii' noi ' ih die'' bed O^'tefbarf liint''% "the ■‘'bdlt ' 6t 
aniwaiisibi. >dikf'wo«}do|-'#’;tj^i«int,a''' 
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annals, Henry of France, Charles of Sweden, and yet lamented Gus> 
tavus IV. 


Before I close with my illustrious subject, I must give you a truer 
idea of his person than the prints do which you sec in England. Charles 
was of a fine height, nobly shaped ; and notwithstanding his uncouth 
garments, tradition speaks of him as very graceful in his movements : 
but it was an heroic grace, active and commanding ; nothing that spoke 
of the dancing-master nor drill sergeant. He had a broad, high fore- 
head, large blue eyes beaming mildness, but in battle blazing with fire. 
His nose was finely proportioned, and his mouth ever parted with a 
smile. In fact, so gay was his disposition, notwithstanding his aban- 
donment of all the pleasures which rank theiiiselves under that title, 
that he freciuently laughed in the most serious debates ; and shrugged 
his slwulders, and smiled, under the severest mistbrtuneni. There was no 
calamity of sufficient weight, he thought, to robe a man of his cheer^ 
fulness; and wlielhcr pending or •fallen, still be smiled, still he hoped, 
still he was happy ! 

Mad as this King might be called, he was a practical philosopher : 
and had his judgment on life but half equalled the jwwers he possessed 
to adorn it, his days had bcHMi lengthened, his reign had continued and 
terminated in glory, and Frederickshall been guiltless of the bipod of 

Charles the Tweltlh. , 

■ * ' . 

I have told you before, that the person of the present Kipg greatly re- 
sembles his illustrious progenitor, and, the similitude reaches even to 
the mind. We toe the same 'bravery, the same virtue, the . same 
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steadiness. But there, may the likeness cease! May loyalty always 
guard that monarch, who knows so well to defend his own honour, and 
to preserve the freedom of a country which has ever been the birth-place 
of heroes! 

■* 

You, who love the truly great far and near, will fervently join in this 
prayer of your faithful friend. 


1x2 
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LEITTER XLVII. 


* Siockholm, Ma^y 180^. 

'’^HlS dclighlfiU month was hailed on its first mom as it is in Rusau, 
by merry-makings that rmcb from the court to the cottage: all the 
carriages in Stockholm paraded in procession backwards and forwards 
through H. park not far distant from the town. . 


Much beauty w^as present in the equipages ; and not a little amongst 
the pedcsteriaiis of hpmbler ranks, who flocked in crowds to see the 
cavalcade. Bvit fai|r as the ladies were, yet the splendor of the scene 
was fiir inferior to that 1 had shared in its anniversaries of the two 
years before ; and for lovelin^s, you will hot wonder that I should, 
in that point' also, find it halt behind dear Mosco, and its dtarcr 
inhabitanlSs 


This custom is a very odd one ; but perhaps it was instituied bn a 
similar political principle to that of Russia : if so, the pleasure may 
have succeeded, tlioug^not the profit; ^for certainly the ejarrihge- 
builiding trade lias stood ^till thesejrixty years. The bfheir fi^vities, 
in botli countries^ (hay» we stifl 'have them'^^'in the remoter counti^ of 
England^) I make no doubf ong^fed in festtyaAs dedicated " to the 
florar deity of the pagan ages. The May garfends; thh goar dressed 



in flowicrs, alld led about by Husbaudmen in wliite, are sufficient proofe 
of their h^tbon origin. 

Her Majesty, as well as the other branches of the royal ffimily,' were 
in the string of carriages. She looked charniiugly in the splendid attire 
she liad adopted to hail thd sea^n, so STpeet an emblem of herself ; but 
her graces are of too fine a texture to bear the encumbrance of much 
oHiament: to use the threadbare quotation (because it speaks truth 
of her), * 

i'. 

** Thot^ghtI«s of beauty, shfc is beauty’s self ) 

And is> when nnadomed, adorned the moft !” 

Near this city is an extremely pretty spot, charmingly diversified with 
rocks, wood, and water. Here stands Haga, an elegant small mansion, 
built in the English taste. It is now the favourite retreat of' the pre- 
sent King ; and the situation was so admiral by his august Father, that 
a short time prior to his death, he cnmmcnced building a superb palace 
on the groundsh' When he fell, the plan was dropped ; and the com- 
parative cottage remains -as the royal residence. The gardeps of this 
minor palace, like those of Kensington with us, are ojieh to the inha- 
bitants of Stockholm ; and on Sundays they generally drive thither, and 

in varipus gay groupes promenade for hours; 

, ' * 

The grounds arc so romantically dispo^, as to suit ail fancies: 
some parts are open lawn, and bright terrace^ otliei-s, deeply secluded 
shades, where you may walk from mom to eye without meeting a soul. 
As sauntering throa|^h pure air has ever been one of my greatest plea- 
sures, and Haga bang only an EnglisR.mile and a half from the town, 
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Majesty i<eceived hioi on the roynl parade, was ^led with the*, 
gnards and an im^nensc. concourse of people. /Befom th^ all,, iihe 
)Cing took from own brepst^the medallion of. the order of $word|^ 
which hung there by a ribbon, and putting it over tlte neck of the loyal 
islander, said: “ My sense of your bravery, can only be equall^^ by the 
united gratitude of Sweden. May your countrymen* , while admiring 
such virtue in so humble an individual, fii^e. it, their, model I And 
while you see nobles following your example, remembp, diat when oc- 
casions deutand* 9I loyalty' and courage w|ll be cs^pec^ from 

so brave a man." ; . 

TOe poor lyiow was so overcome by His Majesty's condescension, that 
he burst into tears ; and an olHcer who stood close to tlie King, told 
me, that the amiable Gustavus exhibited similar feelings on seeing the 
sensibility of the honest soul, and taking him warmly by the hand, 
“ God bless you I"' said he ; “ go, my brave fellow, secure of your 
Sovereign's esteem ; go, and be respected by your native islanders !"- 

I. ' ' , ' 

Besides these honours, a handsome gratuity was given to him i and 
rewards, with general thunks, distributed amongst his brave asso- 
ciatesk All were anxious to cipress their admiration of dte valiant 
groupe, and they marched froin Stockh<dm willi tfieir happy leader, 
lull of delight, and laden with presents. The field-officer this Uttle 
army took prisoner, had served during the whole of the late cam- 
paign on the banks of the Vistula; and there acquired a tame which 
rmidered his, pr^nt captuie doubly minifying. But he had this 
consolatiou (and it is ever sufficient vrilh' a man of hon^r); that 
he maintained his ground whiie^it was posable to preserve his men 
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from instant destruction : and when he did yield his sword, it was, 
although to peasants, to men who fought, each with the determination 
of a hero^* 

As I am preparing to quit Stockliolm, and have so many farewels to 
say before my departure, you will not be surprised, and perhaps you 
will not be sorry, that instead of running you forward to another subject, 
I leave you on the march with the brave Alanders. As long as you 
drop them short of the isles of Bothnia, very well, both lor your own 
sake, and that of your faithful friend. 


voi. n 


K K 
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tETTER XLVlil. 


, Gottenburgf June, 1808. 

O N the fifth of June, after having been honoured the day before with 
a most hospitable dinner from H^s Excellency our good minister, 
and my kind friend Mr. Thornton, I set off from Stockliolm at nine in the 
morning, accompanied by a gentleman lately arrived from St, Peters- 
burgh. 

« 

We had previously purchased a small Swedish carriage that pre- 
cisely held two persons, for which I paid fifty dollars; and having sent 
our forebode forward, we had no difficulty in getting horses. At two 
o^ciock the following day, we arrived at Arboga ; having passed through 
an extrmely wild country. Were it not for the extensive woods which 
sometimes enveloped us for many miles, 1 should have declared that 
the stony deserts of Arabia could not be more, stujpepdous and barren 
than parts of diis province. I never saw, even in Finland, 4fuch im- 
mense tracks of granite j and in such places they stood so huge nud 
scattered, as to sei^m, at a little distance, the ruipa of vast fortresses, or 
towns and chtn^ohes. - , . , ' 
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Arboga is of considerable extent ; and is situated at the extremity of 
the lak^^^ejelmoren ; it is clean and regularly built ; and appears, like 
Sala, the residence of prosperity and comfort. A large castle stands 
near the bridge : it is surrounded by a wet ditch. On a part of the 
ancient ^trails is now erected a modern house, which may be a con- 
venience to the possessor, but it is the most dd^testable blemish that 
could be devised to destroy the otherwise grand effect of this noble for- 
tress. I visited the church, a building of extensive dimensions, but 
neither very old, nor very interesting. Nothing else in the town being 
worthy of notice, without further delay we set forward, and again 
entered avenues of trees most delightfully shading us from the now 
fervent heat of the sun, and the burning dust that usually attends his 
clmriot wheels. 

These woods consist of lofty and umbrageous trees ; a beauty which 
we seldom see in England, cxc(;pt in parks, as the passion for lopping 
turns all our British avenues into pollards rank and lile. The Swedish 
roads, as they are more refreshing aloft, so lliey arc pleasanter below, 
than even the famed ones of our country; for the peasantry are not 
only obliged to kivp them in repair, but they do it with xeal and 
conscience. 

Nothing particularly interesting in towns or villages attracted our at- 
tention, till we approached the mountains whose echoes announce the 
cataracts of Trolhacta. On alh’iving at the fool of one of these rocky 
heights, the road changes its quality, and btreomes gradually worse and 
worse, until it is literally nothing more than a. naked bed of gyanite, 
worn into a sort of track by tlie constant journeyings of travellers to 
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the falls. Here the diaraclter Nature assumes differs little from the 
ricimantic wilds of Derbyshire. 

IVblhseta lies about a Swedish mile out of the post road ; and at 
soinc distance wc could hear the roar of the waters, as well as see the 
nasty- foam that rose like white smoke midway up their rocky barriers. 
We found an excellent' inn ; and after taking a little refreshment, set 
forth to have a nearer view of these celebrated productions, .of nature 
and art. We were attended by a very intelligent man, who was to be 
our guide to the scene. There are six falls at short distances from each 
other. They are produced by the waters of the Wener lake; and pour- 
ing from stupendous precipices into their rocky beds, produce effects 
of such sublimity that pen and pencil fail under the description. The 
torrents rush with resistless force from the heights, carrying along felled 
bodies of trees in their passage, and dashing from steep to steep of the 
huge masses of granite, roll downward foaming and bellowing into 
the abyss beneath ; whence they rebound again in raging waves, and' a 
snowy mist that covers thfc whole of the banks around with stream- 
ing water. The bold rocks on each side, finely varied with trees 
auch shrubs, which partially cover the grey face of the stone, and 
the pretty cottages of the rustics bending over the flood, are to the 
highest degree picturesque. 1 have attempted a sketch of the scene, 
where you may descry the wooded tops of several little islands, which, 
owing to the horrors of the cataracts tliat sujTound them, have never been 
trodden by the. foot of man.* 

Ihe works of art which have been invented to bring tlie boats down 
from the snuioth water near the lake Wener, to these more dangorous ■ 

■ it ■ 
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passages, are beautiful in themselves, and highl^y honounilde to the 
Sovereigns who patronized the design, and to tin? genius lliat conceived 
it. These works -were begun during the reign of Charles the Twelfth, 

and fmishod in 1800, under GustaVUs IV. 

* * 

The road fi‘OJii Trollucta to Gottenburg is (‘onlinually varying its 
scenery ; and certainly is, by far, the most beautiful in this part of tlie 
kingdom. Woods, mountainous defiles, and the rapid stream of the 
Gotha, are our alternaU; companions all the way. About nine miles 
distant from a place called Lahal, on the opposite banks of the river, 
on a high and commanding rock, appear the nuns of the ancient for- 
tress of Hohus. At its foot is a small town.pf that name. Jis ro- 
manlic situation, thus under the shelter of the c^tie, which stands like 
a proud giant braving the storms, and the black mountains of granite 
in its rear, stretching, fflr, and lifting their heads to the clouds, form a 
scene of Gothic grandeur in ruins that migiil afford a subject, not only 
for the painter's pencil, but the poet's pen. 

The city of Gottenburg (or more properly Gothaburgh), lies in a 
hollow on the conflux of the rivers Gotlia and Moldal. The hc^ights 
which surround so command the town, that, in case of an enemy pos- 
sessing himself of these advantageous positions, the present fortifications 
would be useless. One or two block houses have been constructed to 
endeavour at a sort of protection, as well as to tpnoy the enemy, were 
he to make himself master of thc^ city. The inutility of the works 
which encircle Gottenburg, having at length been discovered, they 
are iww demolishing ; to give place to a new plan, which it is suppos(?d, 
will remedy the old defects. 
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The aspect of the city is much like the towns in Holland : and that 
is net surprising, for Cliarles IX., who founded the place in,, 1607, 
planted a Dutch colony hiue ; and, to increase its trade and pros- 
perity, allowed them certain privileges from the crown, which, I believe, 
are still continued to the citizens. A few years after its .establishment, 
the town was burnt down by a King of Denmark : but Gustav us Adol- 
phus, rebuilding it with greater aclvantages, put the original settlers 
within its new walls ; and ever since it has been in a very flourishing 
condition. 

The harbour is between chains of picturesque rocks, is about two 
furlongs wide, and is considered the most commodious in the kingdom. 
Indeed the mouth of the river presents a bay sufficiently extensive to 
contain the largest ships, and securely shelters them frUm the severest 
storms. At present a most happy sight for Sweden, and as proud a 
one for us English bn the shore, gives additional magnificence to the 
haven. The British transports and sliips of war, headed by the Victwy ! 
that best monument to the mteinory of the glorious hero who breathed out 
his soul beneath its decks, amid the thunders of war, and the shouts of 
victory, fulfilling with the last pulse of his valiant heart, the order he had 
given, that eivn/ man shoitUl do his duty. 

Not to be an idle spectator of the distunbarking of our troops,' did 
I come to Gottenburg. You know the private, as well as you feel the 
public reasons, which cause me to enter on immediate service. I have 
made my arrangements to be ready at a :inomenV8 summons, to at- 
tend the British arms either to Norway or to Zealand ; and, I trust that 
our brave leader will soon send home a good account of the enmy. .My 
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next letter will probably ,be either ft'om an encampment amongst the 
Norwegian hills, or from on board a transport bound for the shores of 
Denmark. Here, or there, ever while above ground (and beneath it too, 
witness the mines !). I remain your 'faithful friend. 
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Goitenfmrgy Jub/, 1808. 

me all the world seems asleep, or engaged in mysteries in which 1 
. am to be no partaker. It is not sufficient that I am perplexed by po- 
litical suspences, but private anxieties are to add to my disagreeables. 
Why are you all so silent ? Perhaps you will say, that owing to the in- 
formation of my last, you did not write, because you expected T would 
now be on the wing, and letters might *not readily reach me ! Being 

good enough to make your apology for a first transgression of the sort, 

« 

1 shall proceed, to my other disappointments. 

A suspence of nearly two months did not decide the destination of 
the British troops. Negotiations, and various other occurrences, all a 
riddle to us poor by-standers, suddenly unfurled the English canvas, 
and the whole fleet, with its brave freight, were again under way for 
Great Britain ! Sir John Moore had left Gottenburg fenr Stockholm on 
the fourteenth of June, and returned hither incognt/o on the first of July ; 
he went immediately on board the Victory, and he and the whole fleet 
sailed for England on the fourth. 
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These events liave struck a general consternation into all people. The 
mystery seems to threaten an unhappy disclosure ; and where we before 
saw smiling faces, we now meet gloom and suspicion. My norlhern 
campaign being thus cropt in the hud, I shall hope for a more pro- 
pitious commencement on the shores of Spain, which, I understand, is 
now the destination of the Victory and her squadron. 1 was on board 
a transport for some time, but btnng told they were going direct for the 
Spanish coast, I relanded ; rather wishing to make England in my way, 
and to join tin; British troops when disembarked at their foreign 
destination. 

Since their departure my chagrin has been a little dispersed by the 
arrival of Their Iloyal Highnesses the Duke and Duchess d’Angouleine. 
They came hither from Prussia, accompanied by the Queen of France 
and their suite ; and mean to remain till preparations are made to re- 
ceive them in England. I was immediaU'ly presented by the Comfe Ue 
Damas. These interesting remains of tlie once splendid court of Ver- 
sailles affected me much. I Avas receivt'd with affability and dignity; 
but as the interview Avas not a short one, tlu^ cold formalities of cere- 
mony were most condescendingly Avaved by these august personages, 
(not tlie less royally great, in being heroically so, under misfortune :) the 
illustrious wife of Louis XVIII. conversed with cheerfulnt'ss and free- 
dom ; and the Duke talked Avith ine on every popular subject, in the 
most tmgaging manner. The Duchess, the lovely daughter of the beau- 
tiful and unhappy Antoinette, is extremely interesting. She is fair, 
and very like the Bourbons. Her eyes are mild ; and, in their 
slow and gentle turns, carry such an expression of tender melancholy, 
that it is impossible to look on her without partaking her • feelings. 


VOIj* II* 
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Her wliole air breathes the same sentiments; the very tones of 
her voice, all tell of the woes she has suffered; that she is the 
daughter, the last of the offspring of the murdered King and Queen of 
France. 

As I frequently repeated my visit by the desire of His Royal High- 
ness, I saw' this interesting Princess in a thousand charming lights, 
and perceived, that though she was sad, she was' not gloomy; that her 
melancholy was of a temper rather to endear than to distress: and 
it seems to have had its full effect upon her amiable husband. She 
conversed with me as he did, making me sit by them as a friend ; and 
during these conferences with which they honoured me, I had every 
opportunity of appreciating the value of her really fine understanding 
and angelic heart. Cruel as has been her lot, she has found sweet are 
the uses of adversih/ ; for in no rank of life did I ever meet with more in- 
telligence, sound judgment, and dignified piety, than in the Duchess 
d"Angoul6me. 

The Duke is in every respect worthy of ^ inestimable a treasure. 
His mind is as excellent as it is amiable; and while I look from him 
the commands with which he honoured me for England, 1 was happy 
thus to unite my respect for the Prince, with the devoted affection of 
a friend. 

I have just received a .most flattering invitation from the Swedish 
Commander in Chief on the frontiers of Norway, to join him there, 
where every attention will be shewn me, and my military passion fully 
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gratified ; but my duty calls me to the Spanish shores : I have declined 
the honour *wilh gratitude; and to-niorrow I sail for England 1 May 
Heaven's propitious gales soon bring to the bosom of his family, their, 
and your, ever faithful friend ! 


L L 2 
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TRAVELLINO SKETCHES. 


I.E 1 TER L. 

Harwich, August, 1808 . 

^^FTER an exacUy three years, absence, I again revisit my native 
country ! I am just landed. In twenty-four hours, before you and 
the dear circle have read through these tidings, please God, all 1 love in 
England will be clasped in the arms of your friend. 



INDEX. 


A. 

A B£RFO^C£« the last Russian possession, and the boundary of the Russian empire, on the 
side of Su^eden, ii. 8x. , 

AbO| the capital of Swedish Finland, li. 83. 

its harbour, academy, and court of judicature, ii. 84. 

a metropolitan see — the church large, built of brick, with one of the best organs in 
Europe — monuments, ib. 

— its uncomely streets, and trade, ii. 85. 

Admiralty, one of the most extensive edifices in St.Petersburgh, ii. 6. 

— planned by Peter 1 :, ib. 

- - docks, large, and suflicient to contain four first-rate ships — one of 130 guns, nearly 
completed, ib. 

grand improvements to be made on the Admiralty, ii. 7. 

the author’s pictures to cover the walls of the great council chamber, ii. 8. 

deKScription of some of them, ii. 9. 

the ceiling emblematic of Peter calling the empire into existence, ib. 
other subjects will relate to the most eminent acts of his glorious life, ib. 
thefe pictures finished and deposited in the Hermitage, till the council chamber be 
ready, ii. 16. 

Adventures of a young Frenchman, cast away in an English vessel, on one of the Friendly 
Islands, where he married the daughter of the King, and was most happily domesticated j 
when a Russian ship barbarously carried him away, and landed him at Kamtchatka, 
whence he travelled to Mosco, in hopes of regaining his adopted country, and again 
embracing his beloved family, ii. 39. 

- Air performed at Mosco, in honour of Prince Bagration, i. 19 1. 

Aland, an island in the Gulph of Finland, ii. 109. —See Journey. 

a peasant of this island, and the pastor, their gallant behaviour against the Russians, 

and the King’s noble treatment towards tlic peasant, ii. 847. 
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Alexander I., promenades formed by him at St.Pctcrsburgli, for public recreation^ 1.38. 

— — — his amiable character, i. 67, 147. 

■ ■ contrasted with that of his predecessor, i- 67. 147. ii. 68. , 

— ■ - his reward of the cool intrepidity of a Russian grenadier, i. ia8. 

his return from, the army, Jan. 1806, i. 147. 

his elegant figure, engaging manner, and good heart, ib. 

his again joining the army, March 1807, ii. 67. 

the author takes leave of His Majesty, ii. 76. 

Amaranth, Swedish order of, conferred on the author, ii. 227. 

Ambassador. — See English ambassador, French ambassador, and Russian ambassador. 
Amusements at St. Petersburg!!, at the beginning of tlic year, previous to a great fair, i. 153. 

■ excesses of the lower classes on these occasions, ib. 

■' ' — — the ice -hill described, i. 154. 

at Mosco — See Mosco. 

at Stockholm — Sec Stockholm. 

Anecdote of Lord Nelson, i. 13. 

, of an aged Russian seaman, his behaviour on the presentation of the statue of Peter 
the Great at StPetersburgh, i. 35. 

— ■— - of an affecting case of the severity of the English criminal law, i. 267. 

'■ of Peter the Great, when travelling incognito, ii* 38. 

of the cool intrepidity of a Russian grenadier, i. 1 28. ^ 

of Gustavus III. his heroic act to raise the siege of Gottenburgh, i. 146. 

of the exertions that occasioned the death of Peter L, 11^237. 

of Paul 1 . making a calker a lieutenant-general, and conferring on him various mili- 
tary orders, ii. 68. 

Anecdotes of Princ.e Bagration, i. 126 — Sec Bagration. 

■ — — of boors and slaves, i. 220. 

Angouleme, the Duke and Duchess, of their arrival at Gottenburgh, and their most amiable and 
interesting character, ii. 257. 

Ankerstroem, his conspiracy and murder of Gustavus III*, ii. 145. 

Army of Russia, i. 161. 

. I Cossacs — See Cossacs. 

Baschkirs — See Baschkirs. 

Kirgles — See Kirgies. ^ 

,, Calmucs — Calmucs. 

Peter the Great organized the Russian army in the German style, and with experienced 

foreign officers, L i66« 

- this new gigantic system received its birth in x69o, .and its force in 1711, i, j66 » 

— uniform of the troops, i. 167, 170. 

... Peter 111 . adopted the Prussian tactics, i. 169* 

Catharine laid aside all the stifihess, bur which was resumed by Paul, i. tyc* 
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Armyi the Hulan i*egimeiit> and hussars, their magnificence^ i. 291 172. 

——.how the army is recruited, i. 123, 175, 

every regiment has a vocal band, who sing in parts, accompanied by the ballalacka, 
\ sort of guitar, i. 191. 

their instrumental bands inferior to the English, i. 193, 

the parade at Mosco, i. 226. 

■ ' recruits, their rapid discipline by* means of the cane, and speedy transformation to 
soldiers, ib. 

mode of cutting their hair, a preventive of desertion, ib. 

Princess DashcofPs review of some auxiliary regiments, i. Z27. 

— an encampment near Mosco, 1.272* 

form and situation of the tents, ib. 

the soldiers and their arms improperly separated, i. 273. 

■ — ' solemn devotional ceremony at the parade, ib. 

immense distance held between officers of rank and those under them, i. 274. 

officers do not mess, ib. 

remarks on the dress of the army, i. 275. 

impropriety of the close cincture round the middle, bad consequence to health as well 

as appearance, 

Army Swedish, ii. 138. 

the King’s drabant, or body guard, composed of nobility, with a particularly martial 

ancient dress, ib. 

their heroism at the terrible battle of Pultowa, ib. 

the foot-guards and horse-guards, their appearance, uniform, and horses, ii. 1 39. 

— - — ■ naval uniform, of which spurs form a part, ib. 

forces of the line, how raised, ii. 140. 

regulations respecting them, and provision for their families by their fellow -peasants, ib. 

■■■ — the officers have houses and lands assigned to them during life. In peace they live 
among the peasants they have formed, which creates a close connection and attach- 
ment, ii. 141. * 

Archangel, its rigorous climate and dreary situation, i. 253. 

same account of it, 254. 

Archbishop of Upsal — Sec Upsal. 

Architecture has made considerable progress in Russia, i. 53. 

Arsenal of Stockholm, ii. 229. — Sec Stockholm. 

Arts and sciences encouraged in Russia, particularly by Peter and Catherine — See Peter 
and Catherine. 

> but studied only by slaves, i. 133. 

Austria and Russia's combined army defeated by the French, i. 137. 

— — peace between France and Austriai ib. 
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INDEX. 


B. 

Bagration^ PrlncCi his great characteri i. 1 24. 

by his wisdom and heroism, lie gained a victory with a handful of Russians, over a 

large body of the French, under General Murat, ib. 

■■ ■■■ anecdote of the cool bravet7 of a Russian grenadier, and his reward by this Prince, 
i. 128. . 

entertainment given to him by the English club at Mosco, i. 190. 

his figure and demeanor, ib. 

enthusiasm of the company towards him, ib. 

air sung in honour of him, by a regimental band of singers, ib. 

- gratifying meeting of the author's with him at the Empress* Dowager's house day 

fete, ii.4. 

Ball at Stockholm, on the anniversary of the birth-day of Gustavus III., ii. 132. 

Ballalacka, a sort of Russian guitar, which accompanies regimental voqal bands, i. 191. 

Balloon, ascension of one at Mosco, i. 258. 

Baschkirs, a nation in the Russian service, used in foraging panics, &c. i. 163. ii. 54. 

■ ■ ■ their origin, name, and country, ib. 

■ — accept the protection of Russia, under the Tzar Ivan Vasilleivitch ii. II., 55. 

^ their population and constitution, ib. 

^ their huts, winter villages, and summer encampments, ib. ' 

■ — their wealth consists of flocks and herds, but particularly horses, of which some of 

them possess 4000, and from which they derive the necessaries of life, meat, milk, ves,* 
sels, and garments, ib. 

■ can all read and write, li. 56. 

propagate bees, and traffid in honey to a great extent, ib. 

— - occupation of the difFerent sexes, ib. 

<■ ■■ ■ their dress, ib. 

■I. their diversions, songs, and dancing, ii. 57. 

their military and equestrian practice, and the auxiliary force they afford Russia, by 
way of tribute for protection, ib. 

their attention to old age, language, and religion, ii. 58. 

their peculiar, grand, aod picturesque appearance, martial dress, and weapons, ib. 

their standards, ib. * " 

their horses, ii. 59. 

their sheep, ib. , ■ ‘ ' 

their remarkable music, ib. ' 

Bathing, the indecent public and promiscuous custom of, at Mosco, laughably described, 
i. 230 — See Mosco. 

Bells, immense one, and ih prodigious numbers in the churches of Mosco, i. 201. 234. -v- See 
Mosco. 
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Benediction of the watersi an annual aolettiiiitf de$cribed» i. 156. 

Boat for trayellersi from Cronstadt to Peterat^urg^ L 1 7. 

its ^rew, their dre$8> and appearance^ lb. 

- ■ their singing, i. 18. 

Bohemianst called in English Gypsies^ are frequent in Russia, i. 299. 

■ ■■■■■ - their interesting appearance, character, and customs, ib. 

inquiry as to their origin, i. 30b. 

the author conjectures that they proceed from the Jewish people, ib. 

- ' — his arguments, ib. 

Bolton, Mr., of Soho, constructed the apparatus for coining at St.Petersburgh, i« 30. 

Bonaparte, the scourge of Europe, and a chastising instrument in the hand of Providence, 
i. 67. 138. 

— were he as good as he is great, he would be irresistible, i. 68. 

' " contrasted with Nelson, i. 136. 

— his victory over the combined forces of Austria and Russia, and peace with the 
former, i. 137. 

' " his deep plans, and dangerous friendship, ii« 51. 

— his annihilation of the military power of Prussia, and hot pursuit of the King, ii. 52. 
military preparations against him in Russia, ii. 53. 

— Russia and England, the only powers adequate to the contest, or awake to the 

general danger, ib. 

„ the energy of the Russian nobility agunst him, ib. 

Boors>— Sec Slaves. 

Burial service of the Greek church— 'See Greeks 


C. 


Calker made a lieutenant-general, and covered with stars and ribbons, by the Emperor Paul, in 
one of his mad freaks, ii. 68. 

. I ■ ■■■■> his ridiculous vanity, ib. 

Calmucs— See Kalmucs. 

Camel, an ingenious machine for carrying ^hips over shoals, ii. 6. 

Cknal of Borovitsky, communicating between the Caspian and the Baltic, i. 297. 

Cannon forbidden, by an ukase of Paul, to be fired on private rejoicings of the nobility, and their 
whimsical substitute for them, i« 21a* 

Capital of Russia has been successively Kief, Valdimir, Twer, Novgorod, Mosco, and St. Peters 
burgh, i. 249* 

Petersburgh now likely to Ittain it, i. 250. 

Card playing and all games of clm^ccf rage for them in Ruuia, j. 257. 

Carr, Sir John, his elegant work, 'Ilie Northern Summer, referred to, i. 39. 

— his good portrait of a great apartment of relics of antiquity in the Taurida palace, i. 56. 
VOL* II* MM 
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INDEX* 


Carriages and horses of the nobilitf at Petersburgh, i. aa. 

Cathedral of' Up^l described^ ii. i6a« — See UpsaK . , i, 

Catharine IL, her conduct at the presentation of the equestrian statue of Peter i. ^4, See 
Statue* 

— her retirement at the Hermitage, i. 41 . 

— her encouragement of the arts in the purchase of pictures^ ib. — See Pictures. 

— and in bringing the Institution at Petersburgh to its ptesent state ~ Sec Institution. 

laconic inscription on a medal struck by her. 

her munificent encouragement in rebuilding the city of T\irer,'i. 182. 

' every comer of the empire exhibits her acts oT munificence and wisdom, i. 183. 

■■■' titles assumed by her, ii.33. 

Cattegat, entrance to the Sound, i. 4. 

■ shipping there, ib. ‘ 

Charles XIL his character, 8tc. and history, ti. 231. 

; — his tyranny towards Patkul, 234. 

— — parallel betvreen him and Peter I., ii. 231. 239 

—— his murder, ii. 239. - . 

■ ■ — discovered aftetwards to be at the instigation of the Prince of Hesse,, who had his wife 

proclaimed Queen of Sweden, to the pr^'udice of the young Duke of Holstein, and was 
himself proclaimed soon after, ii. 240. 

■ figure of his person^ ii. 242. 

Christianity, its introduction into Russia, i. 6 g* 

' Christina, Queen of Sweden, her eminent beauty and kind condescension, ii. 133. 245, 246. 

her order of the Amaranth, with which the author was invested, ii. 227. 

Church, metropolitan of St. Petersburgh, not yet complete, i. 20. 

- '■'«■■■■ — attached to the fortress at St. Petersburgh, its royal tombs and trophies of victory, i. 28. 
— — — marble the* most expensive, and least admirable in Petersburgh, i. 31. 

of St. Alexander Nefsky, i. 59. ~ Sec Nefsky. 

■ — - ■ of St.lViartinus Prvcdnick, at Mosco, i. adte* — Sec Mosco. 

■ of Troitza, or Monastery of the J’rinity, ib. 

■ of Abbo, ii. 84. 

— -I** of Kumlinga, ii. io6. 

> of Adolphus Frederic, at Stockholm, ii. 141. ~ Sec Stockholm. 

- ; ■ of Old Upsal, formerly a Fagan temple, ii. 167. — Sec Upsal. 

Church, Greek -r-Scc Greek church. 

Churches, description of the general design of those in the Russian empire, i. 63. 

' of Mosco — Sec Mosco. 

of Stockholm — See Stockholm* 

- , of Upsal — - See Upsal. 

Clergy, the superior of Russia, their exemplary behaviour, i. 187. 

Climate of Russia, i. 25 1. ^ 

length of days, and degree of heat and cold from A-rchangei to Astracan, i. 252. 
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Climate at Moscoi or Petersburghj the winter preferable to summer^ i. 25a. « 

— the almost intolerable heat of sommer» ii. 15. 

Clissauj battle of, ih 93 3- ^ 

Codex argenteuSf a valuable curiosity in the university of Gustavus Adolphusi at Upsab ii. 155. 
Coining at Fetersburghi its apparatus, by Mr. Bolton of Soho, i. 30. 

Column, 230 feet long, of a single piece of g^ariiie, at Petersburgh, i. ai. ^ 

Commercial treaty between England and 'Russia, difficulties as to its renewal, ii. 67. 

,. »« ■ — ^ xhc obstacles, u.68. 

Coasacs, a striking part of the Russian army, i. i6i. 

■ their persons, air, and appointments, ib* 

their horses^ miserable looking animals, ill kept and fed, but very hardy, ib. 

■ — sketch of their history, i.i6a. 

— they arc independent, serve without pay, but arc obliged to join the army of Russia 

when called on by the Emperor, ib. 

. divided into Donskt and Ukraine Cossacs, i.' 163.* 

■ ' their constitution, force, language, religion, 8cc. ib. 

— their dress, well adapted for soldiers, ib. 

Costume of the nobility in Russia of both sexes, nearly as ourselves, more k la Fran9aise, i. 1 la* 

■ and this too in winter, except when enveloped in pelisses, ib. 

the author’s winter dress, described, i.117. 

— ■ of the peasantry in winter, i. iia. 

— — . of the fair sex of this rank, i. 113. 

of the wives of mechanics and Russian merchants, i.i 14. 

— different head-dress of wives and maidens, ib. 

— the winter habiliments of the ladies more graceful than those of the men, i. X 1 8. 

— at a masquerade at the Winter Palace, i. 149. 

disgusting dress of the wives of the native merchants at Mosco, i. 228« ^ 

— — summer attire of the natives of Russia, i. 294. 

dress of the Bischkar men and women ~ Se^ Bischkirs. 

' - » of the Cossack soldiers —-See Cossacs. 

— of the Russian Fins, ii. 79. 

■ -■■ ■ of the Swedish Fins, ii. 83. 

■ ■— > of the women of Kumlinga, ii. 108. 

of the Swedish people of fashion, ii. 131. 

— '■ of the Dalecarlians, ii. ao($. 

Country dance, Russian, i. 214. 

Coursing scene, description of one near Mosco, i« 258. « 

Court df the reigning Empress of Russia at the Winter Palace, !• 130. — See Winter Palace- 
Cows bladders made a substitute £or canhon in ^ the entertainments and rejoicings of the Russian 
nobility, i. 213. 

Cronstadt, arrival at, i* 
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Croost^flty extraordinary appearance of the uihabitants^ i. 15. 
' ■ '■ built by Peter I. as a security to Petersburghy ib. 

■ ■ ■ ■ its strength, ib. 

accommodation for shippiqg, i. 16. 

' ■ appearance of the town, ib. 

— — — strictness of .the custom-house, i. 17. 

Cupid and Psyche, a chef-d’oeuvre of Sergal, ii. 215. 


D. 

DalecatUa— See Journey from Stockholm. 

Palecarlians, their appearance, drese, food, cottages, tec. iL aetf. 

Danish soldiers— See Soldiers. 

Dashcoff, Princess, the illustrious friend of Catharine t her revietlr of some regiments, i. 227. 
David, Sang, defence of his character as a man after God’s own heart, i. 288. 

Denmark, its picturesque appearance from ^sineur to Copenhagen, i. 13. 

Derben, its keys three times deposited in the cburdt of St. Petersburgh in token of conquest, 
is 2^9* 

Description of Elsineur^See Elsineur. 

— - of Cronstadt — Sec Cronstadt. 

■ ■■■■■ ' of St. PetersbuTgh — Sec St. Petersburgh. 

■ ■ ' ■ ■■■ — » of Mosco “ See Mosco. 

» - ■ — of Gottcnburgh~See Gottenburgh* 

' of Stockholm ~ See Stockholm. 

of Upsal ~ Sec Upsal. 

Docks at St. Petersburgh, ii. 6. — See Admiralty. 

Domestics in Russia are all slaves, i. 145. — See Slaves. 

Douglas, the Marquis of, his arrival at StoPetersburgb as the British Ambassador, ii. 67. — See 
* English Ambassador. 

Drabant, the King of Sweden’s body guards See Army. 

Dress — See Costume. 

Drokedjas, or hackney coaches of St.Pctersburgh, i. — Sec St. Feten^urgh. 

Drunkenness banished since the time of Peter the Greats rooted out from among the higher 
order, i. 115. 

■ II > '■ » its potent and fatal effects among the peasants, tb» 

Dwarfs, a favourite part of t|ic establishment of the Rwvan npblesse, i. 193. 

— are almost universally males, ib. * 

— their handsome figures, i^ress, gaiety, and remarhablc reseinhlance of other, i. 194. 

■ — — account of some of the individuals^ i. ipyt 

■ w .i.— grand marriage of two dwarfs, cckbiutedbyNatiidlisi|ris^^ I*, I. tpd# 
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E. 

£lsineur>» arrival there* i. a. 

■■■ I its present description* 1.3. 

■ Krenenberg castle* ii. 4« 

Elsineur* Hamlet’s garden* its present sta^e* 1.3. 

story of Hamlet* from Saxo GrammaticttS* i. 5. 

■ — ■ ■ Hamlet’s speech to his mother* translated from t&t work* i. 7. 

— Danish soldiers exercising near the castle* i. ii. 

,, their appearance and clothing* ib; 

— fine landscape along the shore to Copenhagen* i«i3* 

Empress of Russia* the present* her court at the Winter Palace* u 130. 

— ■ her interesting figure* ib. 

■ ■ her afiahility* i. 131. 

— — ■ ■ her demeanour at the chapel* and salutations* ib. 

■ Catherine II. — Sec Catherine 11 . 

Empress Dowager* her collection of pictures at the Hermitage* 1:41. 

— ' ' ' ■ her charities* i. 141. 

■ Foundling Hospital at St. Petersburgh* founded by her* its excellent institutions* &c» ib. 

— ■— her Pallas mien* and excellent qualities* i. 148* ii. 13. 

.... splendid fete on her name day* ii. 2.— SeeSt.Petersburgh. 

— ' ■ ■ her place of Jutchina, ii. 12. 

Encampment* Russian* i. 272. — See Army. 

English residents at Cronstadr* ordered by Paul to be sent many thousand versts up the country* 
but prevented by the generous interference of Admiral Hennacoff* i. i6« 

English merchants at St. Petersburgh* their comfortable mode of living* and charming villas* 
i. 26. ii. 5. 

■— ■■ ■" their hospitality* ii. 5. 

English yeomanry and merchants* contrasted with Russian slaves* i. 145. 

English Ambassador* Lord G. L. Gower* quits St. Petersburgh* leaving behind bis secretary } 
doubts of the renewal of the treaty of commerce* ii. i. 

■ ■ — Lord Gower is succeeded by the Marquis of Douglas* ii. 67. 

having again succeeded* the Marquis receives notice that an English ambassador is no 

longer necessary* ii. 74. 

English preparing to leave Russia on account of the war* ii. 74. 

English Club at Mosco* 190* 

entertainment given by them* ib. 

Englishmen* great attention paid to them in Russia* i. 191*2^6. 

Epitaph of SuwarrofiTin the monastery of St. Alexander Nefsky* i. 65. 

Equestrian statue of Peter the Great — Sec Statue. 

Expense of living at St.Petersburgh ~ See St Petersburgh. 
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Extortion of tlie lower classes in Russia, i. 23, 24. 115. 183* , 

■■ ' ' summary mode of beating them down, 1. 183. 

F. 

Falconet, the sculptor of the admirable statue of Peter the Great at St* Petersburgi i* 31* 

formed th^head of this statue from a bust made by a damsel^ of France, ena* 

moured of the sovereign, ib. 

Finland, Russian, appearance of the country, ii. 78. 

- the inhabitants, their figure, dress, &c* it- 79* « 

Finland, Swedish, U. 82. — See Journey from St. Petersbuigh to Stockholm* 

Finland, Gulph of, tremendous passage in winter, ii. 87. — See Journey to Finland* 

Fools still form a part of the establishment of Russian nobility, i. 194. 
their beastly indolence and stupidity, ib* 

Fortress of St. Petersburgh, planned by Peter I*, now a state prison, i. 28* —-See St* Petersburgh* 
Foundling Hospital of St. Petersburgh, founded by the Dowager Empress, i* 140* 

' ' — its excellent regulations, ib* 

I . besides children, it receives women in a state of pregnancy, and which forms a school 
of midwifery, i. 149. 

nurses brought from Ingria and Finland, i. 142* 

' V ’ their odious, stupid appearance, ib. 

contrasted with English wet*>nurses, ib. 

goats have also been employed to suckle the children, but it was found unhealthy, 

i- 143- 

Foundling Hospital at Mosco, the best endowed charity in Europe, on the same principles as 
that of St. Petersburgh, but on a larger scale, and mote sure foundation, i* 224. 

France — Sec Bonaparte. 

French ambassador at St. Petersburgh, his gorgeous parade, ii* 72. 

» ■ ■■ hia'gasconade observations as to the siege of Acre, ib. 

his successor even less polithed than the former ; his boast respecting shooting the Duke 
D*£fighien, ii. 74. 

French sailor, a most interesting story of one, ii. 40*— See Adventures* 

Freedland, the battle of, ii. 72. 

Frozen provisions, market for at St. Petersburgh, i. 121. ^ 

- its extraordinary appearance, ib- « , 

* ■ — articles brought hither many thousand versts beyond Mosco, i.iia* 

it is a fashionable lounge, ib. ^ « 

— the eledge-drivers who bring them, come mostly with a view of meeting their sons or 

brothers in the arrny^, ib. ' 

■ — — interesting scenes thus produced, ib. , 

Furs of black foxes, sables, and others \from Siberia, and the Caimuc country, very richj^ but 
expensive, and only used by the opulent : of the bear, racoon, See* brought from AmCp 
, rica toEngland, better and chea^ Uian those of Russl^s i* 2781 
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G. 


Gallitzen^ Prince^ his venerable character^ il. 32. 

his splendid palace and Some exquisite ‘pictures, il. 34. 

— but, as in the collection of most travellers, many very bad, ii. 35. 

his deaths iL 74. 

Games of chance, rage for them in Russia, I. 957. 

Georgia, Q^eeii of, her death, ii. 75. 

, magnificent funeral, ib. 

Gotteuburgh, properly Gothaburgh, situated on the conflux of the Gotha and Moldal, ii. 253. 

— . the present %rtification8 inadequate for defence, on account of the surroXinding 

heights, ib. 

they arc now demolishing to make way for a new plan, ib. 

the city has the appearance of the towns in Holland, ii. 254. 

-- was burnt down by a King of Denmark, but rebuilt by Gustavus Adolphus, ib. 

L, commodious harbour, ib. 

debarkation of the British troops, ib. 

. ' the author volunteers his services either to Norway or Zealand, ib. 

Sir John. Moore^s journey to Stockholm incognito^ and return on the first July, 
where he and the whole fleet sailed the 4th for England, ii. 256.^ 

arrival of the Duke and Duchess D’Angoulemc firom .Prussiai accompanied by 
the Queen of France, ii. 257, 

the author declines the flattering invitation of the^ Swedish Commander-in-chief 
his duty calling him to the Spanish shores, ib. 

the siege of Gottenburgh raised by the heroism of Gustavus III., ii. 146. 
Gower, Lord — See English Ambassador. 

Greek church, its impressive ceremonies, i. 64. 

— — its liberal toleration in Russia, ^.69. 

p— — its doctrines, sacraments, creed, ceremonies, i. 72* * 

specimens of the service, i. 79* 

_ matrimonial service, i. 82. . ^ 

service for the sick, i. 87. 

^ — burial service, i. 88. 

further details of its institutions and rites, i* 97. 
p.— « rnonkisih, its rise and progress, i. io8. * 

—^ benediction of the waters, an a'hnual solemnity described, 1.256. 

Grenadier, Russian, anecdote of the cool valour of one, and bis reward by Prince Bagration and 
the Emperor Alexander. 1. 128. 

Gripsbolm, the usual winter tosidence pf the King of Sweden, i{. 127. 

Grislehomn, the landing place in Sweden from the Gulpb/ ii. 113. 



%*!% XICDBX* 

Gulph of ^ Finlamd» tremendous passtge through It in udnterp It. t7.— See J<mmef ffoai 
St.Petersburgh to Stockholm. 

Gustarus Vasa, his monument at I^psal, U* idj. 

account of his disguise amidst the mines of Dalecarlia; the tnason of Petecioiif 

which the monarch escaped by the noble behaTiour of the ttaicot's wife, ii. 195. 199. 

■ the house where this interesting occurrence took place, ib. 

. See Journey from Stockholm. 

Gustavus III., deep sorrow of the Swedes for the murder of, ii. 12a. 

■■■p ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ celebration of the anniversary of his birth-*day, and opening the statue by Sergal, 
erected to his memory, U« 128. 

■ I aflecting scene on the occasion, ib. 

■I ■■ ■'■■■■ ■! critical remarks on the statue, ii* 142. 

■ circumstances as to his murder, Ii. 145. 

^ ■ interesting anecdotes of him, ii. 146. 

■■■■ his heroic act to raise the siege of Gottenburgh, ib. 

■ ■ ■> battle of the Gallies, ii. 147. 

■ ■ his honourable reward of Sir Sydney Smith, ii. 148. 

Gustavus IV., his people’s entlmsiasm towards him, ii. 12 2. 

■ ■■-' ■■ his attention dedicated to the political safety of his kingdom, ib. 

■■■ his usual winter residence is at Gripsholm in Sudermanland, ii. 127. 
at Stockholm, he is only, when affairs of state require his presence, ib. 
his arrival to celebrate the anniversary of the birth-day of the late King, and opening 
the statue erected to his memory, ii. 128. 

his behaviour on the occasion, ii. 129. 

— and at a ball which followed, ii. 132. 

■— '■ — >■ his striking likeness to Charles XII., ib. 

■ his figure and manner, ib. 

kind condescension of His Majesty and the beautiful Queen, ii*i33« 

■ ■■ their conjugal and parental tenderness, ii. 13 4. 

■ bis demeanour on the anniversary of the establishment of the order of the Seraphim, 
ii. 224. 

— ' his distinguished reception of a heroic peasant of Aland, honouring him with the 
medallion of the order of the Sword from bis own breast, ii. 247. 

Gypsies, i. 299. — See Bohemians. 


H. 


Hamlet, his garden at Elsineur, its present state, i. 3. 

Saxo Grammaticus’s story of, 5. 

— his address to his mother, translated from Saxo ^ammaticus, i* y. 
Harwich, the author’s arrival there, August 1808, 11.258. ■ 
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Henn^coiFj Admiral, hU excellent character, i. i6. 

— s — attentions to the author, ib; 

— generous interference in favour of the English resident at Cronstadt, ib. 

Hermitage, a part of the Winter Palace, the residence, during the severe but splendid season, , 
of the Imperial Family, i. 40. 

^ its decorations and pictures, ib. ^ See Pictures. 

— the favourite retreat of Catherine, where she laid aside the purple, ib. 

further account of this enchanting place, its magnificence and tasteful furniture, 

and decorations, 

its brilliant theatre, exhibiting an undcscribable magic effect, i. 15a. 

the author^s pictures for the Admiralty at St. Petersburgh, deposited here. See 

Pictures. 

Homer's tomb, a remarkable monument of antiquity, brought from one of the islands in the 
' Archipelago, and placed in the gardens of Count Srogonoff, ii. 17. 

^ — — reflections on its removal, it 18. 

Horn music, an extraordinary and barbarous invention of Prince Gallitzen^ a degradation ol 
human nature, i. 192. 

Horses, Russian, beauty and value of those of the nobility, i. no. 

those for travelling miserable looking animals, but very hardy and swift, i. 177. 

Horse-race at Mosco, i. 213. 

Horticulture of Count Razumofsky, who, in subterraneous gardens, by the exclosure of cold 
air, and the introduction of heat from stoves, brings to maturity summer vegetables all 
the year round, ii. 37. 

Hospitality of the polite inhabitants of Mosco, i. 189. 

it is false that hospitality is a proof of barbarism, ib. 

Houghton gallery, purchased by Catherine, and added to the collection at the Hermitage \ a 
stigma on this country, i. 41. 


I. 

Ice. See Winter. 

Ice hill, a remarkable winter amusement described, 1. 154. 

Inscription on the statue of Peter L, i. 36. 

Inscriptions, laconic, i. 36. 65. 

Institution for the encouragement of the arts at St. Petersburgh, fouiuled by Peter, improved 
by Elizabeth, and brought to its present perfection by Catherine, i. 48. 

■■■ account of this cstablislimcnt, its purposes, and excellem regulations, ib. 

— details, different works of art here, particularly sculpture, i. 53. 

Inundation of tlie Neva in 1771. See Neva. 

Joseph the Second of Austria's picture of Mosco, i. 206. 

Journey from St. Petersburgh to Mosco, in winter, i. 175. 

preparations for it, ib. 
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Journey— 4 he vehicle called a kabitka describeds i. 175. 

na decent inns on the road» i. 1 76. 

the only plaoa^ of accommodation are the dwellings of the postmaAers^ where may be 

had coffee and tea^ ib. 

horses diminutive but hardy, ib. 

■ mode of harnessing them, ib. 

■ > villages on the road, i. 177, 

the dreary country forms a boundless expanse of snpw, i. 179. 

— but occasionally diversified by cavalcades of travelling natives, forming a striking 

scene, ib. 

Novgorod, the city of— See Novgorod. ^ 

Twer, the capital of a province of that name — See TWer. 

— Russian mode of beating down imposition, i. 183. 

view of the interior of a post-house^ and its inhabitants, i. 184. « 

inebriated young priest, i. 186. 

■■ ■ ■ the superior dergy^s simplicity, gentleness of manners, and austerity of life, i. 187- 
"■ arrival at Mosco, i. 189. 

a second journey from Petersburgh, in October, i 8 o 5 — the only noticeable occurrence 
an affray between the author*s Russian attendant and some boors, on the former pro- 
ceeding rather roughly to punish the extortion of the latter, and which was made up 
by a little money, ii. 27. 

— from Mosca to St. Petersburgh#(<in June, i. a8o. 

— - — an Italian marquis, rather inopportunely introduces himself into the party, ib. 

— — his picture, i. 285. 

— the postillions, refused to proceed, alleging their whole fare had not been paid ; for- 

dble arguments of the cane, however, induced them to go on to the next village^ where 
die heroes of the whip raised'- such an outcry, that a general battle ensued with them, 
and the villagers and the carriages and cavalry got on without them, i. 283. 

■ ■— - arrived after many difficulties at Voskresensky, i. 286. — See Voskresensky. 

the story of the late battle had been brought up by the boors, with such terrific ac- 
counts of the travellers, and that one of the postillions was dead of his wounds, and a 
villager dying, that they were obliged to fortify themselves, and keep watch four days 
and nights, till a courier should return, whom they had sent express to the Governor of 
Mosco, i. 293. 

II the return of the courier remedied every thing, and brought back the very refractory 

drivers, with orders to obey, ib. 

- view of the uninteresting and sterile country, now^that winter had disappeared, i. 294. 

canal and falls of Borovet^ky, connecting the Caspian with the Baltic, i. 297. 

■ — — descended down the current in a craft, i. 298. 

the country improves, ib. 

— interesting circles of Ukraine peasants and their droves, ib. 

— — Bohemians, or gypsies, i. 299— -See Bohemians. 
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Ioumey«*«8RivaI at Petersbtnrgh, iL i. , 

■■■> — from St. Petersburgh to Stockholm, in December, 1807, it. 75. 

— desolatecountry through Russian Finlan<l, ib. 

*tlie Finlanders, their savage appearance and dress, ii. 79. 

■ >— .. M Pi Vihorg, a strong town, ib. 

— ^ - ■ its large filthy inns, ii. 80. 

— the country assumes a more savage outline approaching the borders, ib* 

-■ Aberforce, the last Russian possession, and tlie boundary of the Russian empire on the 
side of Sweden, ii. 8i. 

— melancholy sensations on quitting a country where the author had been $0 happy, 

and ardent wishes for the restoration of peace, ib. 

peaceful and happy appearance t>f the Swedish Finlanders, ii. 82. 

rapid travelling in this country, ib. 

- - figure, dress, and manners of the people, iL 83. 
i— " ■■■ towns and villages on the road poor, ib. 

■ — considerable appearance of cultivation, ib. 

Abo, the capital of Swedish Finland, ib. 

its harbour, academy, and court of judicature, ii. 84. 

■ a metropolitan sec,>^the cliurch large, of brick, with one of the best organs in Europe,-— 
monuments, ib. 

■ - the university, streets, and trade, ii. 85. 

■— winter vehicles of this country, ib. 

■ ^tremendous passage across the gulph to Stockholm, through the isles of l^othnia, ii. 87* 

— ■> reached Warsala, its shocking hovels, ii. 89. 

Warsala only a huge rock, almost sterile, occupied by twenty-five habitations, in two 

groups of hovels, ii. 90. 

to Stockholm, ib. 

' . two wretched post-houses described, ib. 

- — provisions equally scanty, ii. 91. 

■' '■ — — a vain attempt to leave this shocking place, ib. 

■■■■ ■■■ — the vermin intolerable, ii. 92. 

a philosophic Englishman, who smiled at the evils of the place, ib. 

■ '■■■ females, their strength, coarse persons, dress, and masculine avocations, ii. 93. 

■ ■ — quit Warsala, and pass over six miles of ice, but after another attempt with the boat, 

compelled to return, iL 94. 

■ thd travelling here in summer easy, the journey romantic and interesting, ii. 95. - 
— ■ at length finally leave Warsala, and wiA much difficulty, and the loss of baggage, 
drawings, and other articles, reach the village of Abo, cpnsisiting of a few cottages, where 
hospitality and benevolence gave a charm to every thing in their hovels, ii. 97. 

a happy village dance, ii. 98. 

the men here well -looking, and ^^e women beautiful, ib. 

— ■■■ next morning, with a whole caravan of kabitkas, leave the hospitable islanders, ii. 100. 
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Journey, arrival at the isle ofTorshena, its church, sterility of the place, the civility of the 
inhabitants, ii. loi. . ^ 

arrive at Kumlinga, a larger island, full of windmills, tolerable post-house, and a 
hearty dinner, ii. loz. 

— after a fruitless attempt, return to this island— its church, pastor, and family, ii. 103. 

apparent happy life of the Swedish pastors, ii. 105. 

population of the island, stipend, and parochial fees, ib. 

— — description of the church, and the Sunday service, ii. id 5 . 

" - dress of the women, ii. 108- 

— — the pastor tlie same who, in Aland, gallantly defended the Swedish isles against the 
Russians, ib. 

passage and journey to Aland, or Oland, the' finest inland in the gulf, lop. 

Echiro, and its horrible inn, ii. iii. 

■ to a naked rock, called Singlesharc, and thence to the terra firma of Grislehamn, 

ii. 1 13. 

' — after travelling 24 English miles through the snow to Orsby, and there passing a most 
uncomfortable night, reached Stockholm, ii. 114. 
from Stockholm, ii. 150. 

necessary precautions as to sledges, couriers, &c,, ii. 151. 

^ incredible rapidity of travellers, ii. 151. 

■ arrival at Upsal, iJ. 153. 

account of Upsal, ib.-^See Upsal. 

proceed to Sala, a neat and regular city, 28 English miles from Upsal, ii. 1-82. — See 

Sala. 

— Fahlun, a city amidst the mines, ii. 198. 

— — - the house of Pearson, or ]fcterson, in Dalecarlia, vihere Gustavus Vasa took refuge 
when he was betrayed by his host, but escaped thence by the noble conduct of tlie 
latter’s wife, * ii. 198. 

■' AfFestaforcc, a village where the copper from Fahlun is smelted, ii. 205. 

— — a grand scene here, ii. 206. 

the peasantry of Dalecarlia, ib. 

— ^ Westerahs, a city on the M uar, a bishop’s see, with a beautiful and grand cathedral, 

ii. ao8. 

— > — - monument of Eric XIV. erected by the late King, ii. 209. 

mansion of the D s, formerly a palace of Gustavus III,, ii* 2X0. 

curious runic stones here, ib. 

return to Stockholm, ii. 211. * 

— — — from Stockholm to Gottenburgh, ii. 250. 

1..^— — after passing through an extremely wild country, arrive at Arboga, a considerable 

town, clean, neat, and comfortable, with a large cs^tle, ib. 

excellent roads amidst umbrageous trees, ii. 25.1. 

cataracts of Trolhasta, ib. 
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Journey— astonishingly sublimei amidst the most picturesque scenery, ib. 

^ works of art for bringing the boats down from the smooth waters, begun by Charles 

XII. and finished in 1800, beautiful in themselves^ and higlily honourable to the sovc>« 
reigns who patronized them, ii. 252. 

— — • beautiful scenery on the road to Gottenburgh, ii. 253. 

Islands of the Neva, on which-St.PetefsburgK is built, i. 2 7.7- See Neva. 

Jutekina, a palace belonging to the Empress Dowager, ii. iz. 

compared with Windsor, but unjustly, ib. 

the suite of rooms there formerly belonging to the Emperor Paul, his papers and books, 

all lying as when he quitted his palace for Petersburgh, ii. 13* 

portrait of the Tzar Peter here, unworthy of the subject, ii. 15. 

but the exquisite busts of Henry IV. and Sully, ib. 

- " ■ ■ ■ ■ alio some good pictures, ib. 


K. 

M * 

Kabitka, a vehicle for winter travelling, i. 175. 

Kalmucs, Kalmuc Tartars, or Mongoles, some of the best disciplined troops in the Russian 
service, ii. 61. 

their history, and conquest of the immense regions of the North, as well as Buck- 

haria, Persia, and China, under Tschenghis-khan, ii. 62. ^ 

— the Russians groan under this yoke, from 1223 to 1554, when Ivan the Terrible 

gave freedom to his country, and annihilated the sovereignty of Tartary, ib. 

* since then the Kalmucs have been tributaries of Russia, and obliged to attend the 

Tzar in his wars, ib. 

— > — their figure and physiognomy, ii. 63. 

Keys of conquered places deposited in the church of St. Petersburgh, particularly Ishmacl, 
Occhacoff, Warsaw, and Derbent, i. 29. 

Kcrighiei, a nation on the Borders of China, now under the protection, and auxiliaries of 
Russia, ii. 60. 

their territories, arms, dress, horses, figure, appearance, &c. ib. 

Kissing promiscuously in Russia censured. A systematic arrangement of kisses, &c. i. 215.— 
See Mosco. 

Knighthood, the Grand Cross of the noble order of the Sword, conferred on Sir Sidney 
Smitli, ii. 148. 

■ the equestrian order of St. Joachim, conferred on the author, ii. 149. 

the author also invested with the Amaranth, instituted by Queen Christina, ii. 227. 

—— ■ anniversary held of the establishment of the order of the Seraphim — See Seraphim, 

Knout, punishment of, described by the executioner at Mosco, 1. 270. 

- account of its actual infliction at St. Petersburgh, ii. 20. 

— ■■ - mode of its infliction at the commencement of the reign of Peter I., ii. 24. 
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Knoutf the of&ce of executioner purchased formerly by merdbants at a high^price> ii. aj* 

■ ' the great dukes of Muscovy used to amuSe themselves with tliis exercise^ performing 
the same as amateurs^ ib. 

^ the office is now hereditary in the family of the last purchaser for ever, ib. 

how it is to be supplied in default of heirs male, ib. 

Koscova, an elegant country seat near Moscoj i. 257* — See Mosco. 

Kronenberg castle, its majestic appearance and strength, i. 2* 

— — — impervious to strangers, since liord Nelson's attack, ib. 

Kumlinga, an island in the gulf of Finland, ii. 102.— -See Journey. 


L. 

Laconic inscriptions of Russia, i. 65. 

Lakes Maler, Welcr, and Wener, ii. 127. 

Life-guards of Russia, i. 171.— See Army of Russia, 

of Sweden— See Army of Sweden. 

Linnaeus’s monument at Upsal, ii. 166. 

Love first discovered the art of commemorating the human forin in the maid of Corinth, i. 32. 
' — ■■■■■ a similar cause formed the exquisite head of Peter on h^ equestrian statue, ib.— See 
Statue. 

— - and this bust was also studied by the author^ for his portrait c^f Peter, intended for the 
Admiralty, U. lo. 


M. 

Magnificence of the Russian nobility, their equipages, &c.— See Nobility. 

Marble, when not white, is unfit for any but sm^U and internal decorations, i. 31. 

Marble palace and church the most expensive, most obscured, and least admirable in St. 
Petersburgh,- i. 30. 

Margaret de Valdemari standard at^psula, made of her shift, i« 

Market at St. Petersburgh for frozen provisions, i. 121. — See Frozen. 

— > at Mosco, for portable villagesi, i* 176. 

Martauze, a celebrated Russian architect, i. 53. 

Masquerade at the Winter Palace, L 149.— See Winter Palace. 

Matrimonial service of the Greek church-^ee Greek. 

Merchants of Russia are slaves, or sprung from slaves, it. 5. 

. — contrasted with the English, ib. 

' — even the English are visited by few Russian nobility, ib. 

— the pleasant villas of the English, i. i< 5 « 

the present emperor’s encouragement of the Russian merchants, ii. 6 S* 

Metropolitan church of Petersburgh— See Oburch. 

Middle class almost unknovfn in Russia, iii. 
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Miles of diflerent countries, ib. 152. 

Mines, Swedish, interesting descriptions of them, ib. 178, 184, et seq. 

Monastery of Androssek, i* 239. 

■ ■ I ■■—■■■ of Divitchy, ib. See Mosco. 

of the Resurrection, otherwise the New Jerusalem, i. 286. See Voskresensky. 
Monkism, its rise and progress, i. 108. 

■ a sketch of it, ib. 

« 

■■■— rules of the monastery of Divitchy, at Mosco, i. 243- 
Mora Steinar, a collection of stones placed in a particular arrangement, in a field near Upsal, 
an object of little curiosity, ii. 181. 

Moore, Sir John, his incognito journey from Gottenburgh to Stockholm— his return, and the 
immediate sailing of the British fleet and troops for England, ii. 256. 

Morals of Russia pure, but free, i. 207, 215. See Mosco. 

Mosco, arrival there from St. Petersburgh, i. 189. 

■ ' > hospitality, politeness of the inhabitants, ib. 

the English club there, an entertainment given by them, i. 190. 

Prince Bagration, ib. 

■ enthusiasm towards him, ib. . 

i — an air sung in honour of him, 191. 

— vocal bands of the regiments, ib. 

— horn music, a most cxtraorfiinaiy instrument, wholly Russian, i. 193. 

dwarfs. See Dwarfs. 

■ ' description of the city, i. 198. 

■ ~ — the Kremlin, or fortress, ib. 224, 225. 

, ... — the Kitaigorod, or Tartar town, ib. 200. 

■ I I — ■■■■■—■ .. , , its immense mart, i. 200. 

■ - ■— the Biel-gorod, or White Town, i. ipB, 203. 

. ■ ■■ the Zemblenoi-gorod, ib. 

the slobodes, or suburbs, ib. 

- the cathedrals, i. 199* 

— the senate, ib. 

the arsenal, ib. 

— — — coup-d’oeil from the tower of die church of Ivan the Great, i. 200. 

■ — hnmense mart, ib. 

- churches, L 201. 

their architecture and magnificent appearance, ib. 

- — immense bells, ib. 

— the noise of 5000 clanging together, without harmony or variety, i. 202. 

interior of the churdhes, ib. 

- vanity of the Italian architect of one, ib. 

i. its fatal consequence from the cruelty of the tyrant Ivan BaiUoTkcb, 
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Mosco, the church built by him a hideous masf, i. 203. 

enchantment, like termination of winter, i. 204. • 

its di&agreeable consequences for some days, ib. 

Joseph II. of Austria’s picture of Mo^co, i. 206. 

splendid palaces of the nobility, ib- 

their attentions to the English, ib. 

here is a continual carnival, i. 207. 

the promenaile, a favourite amusement, consisting of a train of perhaps 7000 carnages, 

hlled with beauty and splendor, ib. 

— — — the ladies here incomparably more beautiful than at Petersburgh, ib. 

the morals of the people excellent, ib. 

not so formerly, i. 208. 

the promenade, or cavalcade, commences after the six v/eeks fast, ib. 

the sudden chalige of living attended with bad consequences to health, ib. 

> — ■— — good police to prevent accidents on the prbmenade, ib, 

— * fSte champetre on the ist of May, i. 21Q. 

— the cavalcades instituted by Peter the Great, to encourage the building of carriages, 

i. 211. 

■ — grand entertainment on the birth<>day of the Countess Orloff, ib. 

extraordinary sort of ordnance on such rejoicings, i. 212. 

— its whimsical cause, i. 213. 

■ ■ a horse-race, ib. ^ 

— » a ball, J. 214. 

tlic author’s good fortune to have in a partner a Venus, uniting the fascinations of 

Russia, France, and Italy, blended with the modesty of England, ib. 

Russia country dances, ib. 

Russian Ladies, as soon as married, arc |io longer under shackles, but enjoy their 

liberty in the plenitude of gaiety and innocence, i. 215. 

— — — the universal kissing of the ladies* hands, and which they must realize on the cheek, 
highly disgusting, ib. 

... religious kissing on the anniversary of the Resurrection, i. 216. 

■ kissing systematically arranged, i. The kiss religious. 2. The kiss of love. 3. The 
kiss Platonic. 4. The kiss promiscuous, i. 217. 

— slaves, ib. See Slaves. 

- - a delightful walk on the terrace of Kremlin, i. 224. 

, ■ the Foundling Hospital, the best endowed charity in Europe, ib% 

how supported, i. 225. 

- the citadel, ib. 

tlie guard and parade, i. 226 ^ 

— recruits, ib. ' 

~ their sudden metamorphosis from boors to soldiers, ib, 
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Mosco— ^Princess DashcoiF, the illustrious and Amazbnian friend of Catherine, i. 237. 

— - — «. situation of Mosco, ib. 

■ ■■■■>"■ ij:s summer garden, i. 228. 

promenade the?re held twice a week, of all descriptions, ib. 

■ disgusting figure and dress of die wives of the native merchants, ib. 

the promisciious , bathing of these and others of the lower orders, freed from all re- 
straint or delicacy, i. 230 ; 

■ risible description of this scene, ib. 

figures of the naked Naiads, i. 232. 

- custom reconciles this indecent practice, nor does the indelicacy extend to thc-ir mo- 
rals, i. 233. 

... these promiscuous baths forbidden at Petersburgh, lb. 

the Russian women swim like geese } they bathe every Saturday, and on the eve of 

every holiday, i. 234. * 

the immense bells of Mosco, particularly those of St. Ivan, in the Kremlin, ib. 

— vast dimensions and weight of the largest, but which was cracked in casting, ib 

, death of^SuwarrolPs wdow, i. 235. 

- - observation on departed greatness, ib. 

palace of Prince U — three miles from the city, its grandeur, i. 238. 

Andrefsky monastery, i. 239. 

the Divitchy, ib. 

tomb of the Princess Sophia, ib. ’ . 

^ reflections on her ambitious character and fall, i. 240. 

the convent where she terminated her life, i. 241. 

■ - - its institution, ib. 

— copy of the regulations for its monks and nuns, i. 242. 

visit to Prince W- , at his country palace, i. 247. 

- ■ ' f^te de village there, on the day of the Holy Trinity, ib. 

church service on the occasion, dinner and ball, ib. 

'■ ■ ■ origin of Masco, which was founded by, the son of Vladimir, i. 24 S. 

ita vicissitudes from war, i. 249. 

■ the population varies incalculably in the winter and summer, the gay inhabitants during 

the latter season residing at their country seats, i. 256. 

— state of the population, i. 257. 

Ostanknia, the country seat gf Count TcheremetofF, its magnificence and- romantic 

site, ib. 

valuable antiques at this palace, ib. ' 

■ Koscova, another admired residence of the same nobleman, its princely buildings and 
gardens, suj^erb theatre, banqueting-house, and hermitage, ib. 

■ — ascension of a Frenchman in a baloon, when ail the beauty and rank of Mosco were 

assembled, i. 258. 
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Mosco, description of a Russian courfmg tcene> i. 258. 

church of St. Martinus Pravidnick, reared at the sole charge of Mr. ShagarbiF, the 

finest modern building in the city, i. 261. 

'■■■ its elegant simplicity contrasted with the gorgeous magnificence of the Troitza, or 
monastery of the Trinity, ib. 

St. Servius’d shrine, and other interesting particulars of this last edifice, ib. 

prison of Mosco described, i. 264. 

its noisomencss and horrors, ib. 

punishment of seven persons for forgery, to work in the Siberian mines for life, ib. 

■ — justice of this punishment, i. 266. 

.-■1.— — observations on capital punishments, ib. See punishment. 

■ — a Polish prisoner, i. 269. 

II . . the punishment of the knout described, i. 270. 

- — an encampment, i. 272. See Army. 

■ Mosco being nearly deserted in June, the author prepares to leave it, i, 280. See Jour- 
ney from Mosco to Petersburg!!. 

.,,.11 — . arrival here from Petersburgh a second time, Oct. 30, ii. 31. 

found the hospitality, if any thing, increased, ib. 

m . . Prince Gallitzin, ii. 32. 

. ■ his splendid mansion, and some exquisite pictures, ii. 34. 

. 1...-. — but many very bad, ii. 35. 

— — Count Razumofsky’s horticulture, ii. 37. See Horticulture. 

His house and pictures. See Razumofsky. 

, ice remaining in cellars half a century, ib. 

interesting adventures of a Frenchman, ii. 40. See Adventures. 

preparations for war against France, ii. 54. 

The author finally leaves Mosco, ii. 65. 

Mosquitoes, a dreadful annoyance in Russia, in the excessive heat of summer, ii. id. 

Murat, the French general’s numerous army conquered by a small force, owing to the -wisdom 
and intrepidity of its commander, Prince Bagration, i. 26. 

Murder, account of a shocking, on Count Ablenoflsky, by his coachman, and punishment of 
the knout for that crime, ii. 20. 

. — . his death in consequence, ii. 24. 

of Gustavus III. by Ankarstroem, ii. 145. 

Music of the Russian churches, i. <$4. 

horn. See Horn Music. 

military. See Army of Russia. 
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Nefsky, St, Alexander, church of, at Petersburgh, i. 59. 

sketch of his character, history, canonization, and order of knighthood, tkuted 

his honour, ib. 

■ - description of the church and monastery, i. 6z. 

Nelson, Lord, anecdote of him, i. 13. 

since his attack on Kronenberg castle, no strangers permitted to enti, i. 

account of his victory and deatli, i. 135. 

— remarks thereon, i. 135, 136. 

— the Emperor Alexander’s culogium on his merits, L 136. 

~ sentiments of the Russians on the occasion, ib. 

Narva, battle of, ii. 233. 

Neva, the industry with which its slimy bed has been turned into firm earth, i. 27, 

* ■ its course and islands, on which the metropolis is erected, ib, 

villas on its islands, ib. 

its inundation ill 1771, by 'which all those confined in the dungeons of ;tatc pri- 
son perished, i> 30. 

— its winter appearance. See Winter. 

'■ a sledge race, i. 1 1 1, 

■ - ■ - it is shallow at the mouth, and requires machinery, namely, the camel, ii. < 

New Jerusalem, or Resurrection, monastery of, i. 286. See Voskresensky. 

Nobility of Russia, their superb buildings, dresses, and equipages, i. 109. iii. 206 

* deem no profession honorable but that of arms, i. 133. 

— — their pastimes, i. 134. 

overload themselves with heavy suppers, ib. 

— , their splendid palaces at Mosco, i. 206. 

their title of Prince, and other titles, ii. 32. 

Novgorod, the ancient capital of Russia, now in a most desolate state, i« x8o. 

cathedral of St. Sophia, i. i8i. 

a huge millstone, which St. Anthony used as a raft for crossing the L). 

Nuns of Divitchy, regulations for, i. 224. 

Nurses of the Foundling Hospital at Petersburgh, i. 14 1. 

■ ■ ■■ — ■ in the families of the Russian nobility, x. 144. 

O. 

Odin, the pagan goa, and his wife the goddess Friga, some account of thex. Scq 
Upsal.' 

Oland, Sec Aland. 


to 


002 



INDEX. 


Olga, Prints, the first person of distinction in Rassa, converted to Christianity, i. 6 ^. 
OstAnkniu,f elegant country seat near Moscq, i. 257. See Mosco. 


Pagan temjncar TJpsal, ii. 167. See UpsaK ’ 

Palace, Ma See Marble Palace. 

. Rc See Red Palace. 

W r. See Winter Palace. 

PasspoTts, author receives his at St. Petersburgh, ii. 

Paul I.> hi >rices, paralized improvement, i, 16. 

— hij Stic order for sending the English residents many thousand versts up the country, 
avciky Admiral HeiinacofF, ib. 

— — hi 4 im 8 in painting with various colours the bridges, watch«-houses, and gates, 
throlut the empire, i« 39* 

_ ditLspecting tlie Red Palace, where he met his fate, ib. 

— hiaral of his murdered father, i. 66. , 

— chir, contrasted with that of the present Emperor, i. 67, ii. 68* 

— hisie at Jutchina, now belonging to the Empress Dowager, it. 3. 

.. — hiske, forbidding cantmn to be fired at the entertainments, or rejoicings of the 
pobiljnd their substitute. See Cannon and Mosco. 

— ridls whim of his making a calker a lieutenant-general, and conferriiig on him 
variilltary orders, ii. 68. 

Paul the HI the founder of monastic ^orders, i. 108. 

Peasants. Lves. 

Pelisse llnedunborn lamb-skins,, presented to the author, i. 277. 

... thelralue of^this texture,^ ib. • 

— 1 conin Persia, Buchana, and the Calmuc country, i. 278. 

alleke a vegetable production, but this now discredited, ib« 

Peter the- Gtlt and fortified Cronstadt, as a protection to St. Petersburgh, i. 15. 

mat^wings for the works, which are still to be seen there, by his own hand, ib. 

— . — — adnftatue of him at St. Petersburgh, i. 20. 31. See Statue, 
fortkt. Petersburgh, planned by him, i. 28. » 

— intrt taste for painting in Russia. See Pictures. 

— fouij Institution for the Encouragement of the Arts, i* 48* See Insitution. 

his tion of tHfe Russian Army. See Army. ' , ^ 

his 4 of foreigners of different nations whom he encouragM to come to his new 
capita 

he le Admiralty of St. Petersburgh, Ii* a* 

— a portrait of him painting by the author £}r the Adtniritlty of St. Feter«> 
burgl: 


Peter' the- 1 
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Peter the Greatf description of the picture, ii. 8. 

* ■' — / attention paid by the author to make his portrait as faithful as possible, « 

l^s wardrobe ; a waxen figure of his natural stature (six feet si veriches English), 

and the model of his bust by a lady, all studied for this purpose, ii. 10. 

translation of a description of him by an ambassador at a foreign court, lo. 

— anecdote of him when travelling incog., ii. 38. , . ^ 

■ view of his character, and a contrast between it and that of Charles X ii. 235. ajp. 

interesting particulars respecting him, ii. 236. 

■ his noble exertion to save a pinnace from wreck, but which broughn a fever tliaC 
carried him off, ii. 237- 

— — — . further observations on his great character, ii. 239. 

Peter III., his murdered body taken up by his son Paul, and solemnly buried, 6 » 

Petersburgh. Sec St. Petersburgh. 

Peterson or Pearson, his treason towards Gustavus Vasa, and the noble beh^r of his wife, 
ii. 199. 

Pictures at the Hermitage, i. 41. 

'■ ■ — ■ selected by the Empress Dowager, and by Catherine the Great, ib. 

— ^ — hurt by cleaning, ib. 

Peter first introduced here a taste for painting, i. 42. 

painters of the Flemish school encouraged by him, ib. < 

those at the Hermitage well, airangcil, i. 43. 

■' account of some of the most prominent, ib. ^ 

— — ■ ■ the Houghton collection purchased, Catherine casting thus a stigr. this country 
who let them pass into a foreign land, ib. , 

the saloon at the Hermitage always open to the students of the Acad* 52- 

in the different palaces of the nobility . at.Mosco. See Moaco. 

of the author, approved df by the Emperor Alexander, and intebr the great 

council chamber of the Admiralty at St. Petersburgh, it. 8. See Ad* 

the same are finished and lodged in the H i^imitagc, ii. 76. 

■■ M in the, bouse in Dalecarlia, where Gustavus Vasa was betrayed by h Pearson, or 

Peterson, but saved by his noble wife, ii. 200. 

. — in the cathedral of WestCrahs, ii. 2o8« 

Population of St- Petersburgh, 5 . 1 14. 

of Mosco, i. 257. 

Poft-house at Klin, disgusting view of its interior,, i. 182. 

Priest inebriated, one at Klin, his odd behaviour, i. 186. 

Prince, cause of the frequency of that, title in Russia, ii. 31. 

Printing, a mode of it at a very, early period, the invention of the ancient Cii5<£. 

Prison of Mosco described, i. 264. Sec Mosco- " 

Promehude of carriages at Mosco, i- 207. See Mosco. 

at the summer garden of Mosco held twice a week, u 228. S* 



INDEX. 


aiC 

promenade at £ ckholm. See Stockliolm. 

Promenades at . Petersburgh, i. 38. See St. Petersburgh. 

Prussia, its milry powers annihilated by Bonaparte, ii. 53. Sec Bonaparte, 

Punishment in ^ssia for forgery, is labour for life in the mines of Siberia, L 
— ju|pc of this punishment, ib. 

— •• it^periority to capital punishment, the great frequency of which in England is 

injurioul. 266. 

eking instance of the indiscriminate severity of these Draco laws, i. 267. 

0^1 knout, described, i. 270, ii. 20. See Knout. 

— — — — — th^ity of the Emperor Alexander, ii. 20. 


Hazumofsky, 0 , raises all summer vegetables at Mosco in winter, ii. 37, See Horticulture. 

— hii ;nificent house, ii. 38. 

„ pi I, particularly a portrait of Peter I., ib. 

— its ry, ib. 

Recruiting, a In mode, i. 123, 173. 

Red Palace, thAion of Paul I., who here met with his fate, i. 39. 

, wtel cause of its colours, i. 4, 

- P- surmounted with a crown, affixed on every part of the build- 


ing, ih- 

Regiments luive^ 
their 


vocal band, i. 91. See Army, 
nental bands inferior to the English, i. 193. 

Rein-deer, froit lamoide country, highly beautiful, but the climate at St, Petersburgh 
too mild m, i. 1 59. 

Religion. See iJhurch. 

Resen, an old s interesting anecdote of him, 5 . 35. 

Russia contains 0 classes, nobles and slaves, i. 114. 

Russian mcrcha soon form a third, and which now exist, if wc admit foreign merchants 
and othei settlers, ib. 

— — ■ parents ry their sons at a very early age to blooming girls, send off their sons 
to St. Pe [ or Mosco, and during their absence beget a progeny for their sons, 
which th 1 their return are obliged to support, i. 295. 

this imn :om encouraged by the pobles, i. 296. 

— boatmer 

. — songs, tteter, i. 18. 

■— labourer See St, Petersburgh. 

carriage's, i. 22. 

. sledges. Iges. 
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Russian lower orders, their extortion and cheating, i. 23, 24. 1 15. 183. 

■ ' army. See Army. 

S®® Winter. ^ 

— — churches, their form, i. 64. 

■ religion, i. 69. See Greek Church. 

nobility. See Nobility. 

* '■■■ — dresses. See Costume. 

peasants. See Slaves. 

■■■ — Women. See Women. 

See St. Petersburgh, Mosco, 8cc. 

ambassador, arrested at Stockholm, ii. 150. 

Russians, the cold of their severe winter most congenial to them, i. 108. 

■ formerly much addicted to inebriation, which is now confined t? ^ower Classes^ 

i. 115. 


S. 


St. Petersburg!!, its expensive hotels, i. 18. 

— description of the citj, i, ip. 

its grandeur and regularity, ib.* 

its streets, public buildings, quays, canals, bridges, 8<c., ib. 

■ - immortal statue of Peter L, i. 20. 13 1. 

metropolitan church, an immense and fine edifice not yet co 

■ ■ — column of granite, 200 feet in one piece, i. 21. 

■ — labourers employed in these buildings, ib. 

their want of mechanical aid, ib. 

carriages and horses of the nobility, i. 22. 

■ ■ ■■ ■ ■ . K drokejas, or hackney coaclics, their whimsical structure* villbi 

of selling, i. 23. 

— extortion of the drivers, and all the low'er orders, i. 23, 

... ■ — expense of living moderate for a single man, but high 

of the splendor required by custom,^ i. 25. 

■ provi&iqns cheap, and servants, but house-rent most chargejil 

taxes on the householders almost notliing, ib. 

English merchants, their comfortable mode pf living, and 


English siyle, i. 26, ii. 17. 

erections on the Neva, i. 27. Sec Neva. 

■■ villas, ib. 

fortress planned by Peter, now a prison for state criminalsj 

the chur h attached to it, the loyal tombs and colours 0; 
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accoun 


in the 


tained in it j also the keys ot the fortress and cities reduced to swbjecol 
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St. Pctersbtt^gl* 

Sttwaiir^ 


fatCi a] 


keys of Derbent dopositjri &i this chwch.for the third 29. 

is also the bread and salt given with the keys of W«8aw to Marshall 
is a mark of their entire subjugation, , • •, 

ig apparatus by Mr. Bolton of Soho, i. 3®* * 

sgun'ison, where the son of Peter 1 . and the jftincess Tarrafcanoff met their 
[ndtre all in the dungeons Mrished from an overflow of the Neva, in 1771, ib. 
piesquc view of tliis fortiupd island, ib. 

tuarble Palace and churclw the most expensive, and least admiraUe, of any 


^tllXXades in the dity, laid m by the present Emperor, for ^e recreation of 


the 


pfcbl|38. 


l^alaA 



ler garden, another scene of amusement, laid out badly, in the Dutch 

V 

I Palace, the creation Paul, who here met his /ate, i. 39. Sec Red 

rtor P4lao^j 1* See AV uitef Palsce- 

4|_ tllpitage, i. 4®- SeeH^itage. 

in for Encouragement of the Art$i i* 4^* Institutions 
T| Palace, is 54- See 'fwrida. 
cll>f St. Alexander Nefsky, i. S 9 * Nefaky. 
itie in winter, i. 107. See Winter, &c. 
itil^tion, is 1 14. , 

^n market, i. lai. See,Frozcn- 
:hc Empress- See CoUirt. 

Hospitals See Foundling. 

ie at the Winter Palace. See Winter Palace. - ^ 
atilits of the inhaWtanta at the first of the year, i. 153. 
sets out for Mosco, February i 8 o 6 , i. 17S* 

E jJuly, tis I. 

thial inhabitants absent in the country, ib. 
fel name.<lay of the Empress Dowager at Peterhoflr Palace, il *. 
itlilliance, particularly the noble fountaiiw, »b. 
apl of the court on the occasion, ii. 4 * 
grlencontre here wiA' Prince, Bargration, ib. 
a^ noble edifice,' ii^ <f. See Admiralty. , 

. thl's summer resiiknce on the isle of the Kamtoenoiastrbff, ii.»47. 

- tbi environs of St. Petersburgh, ib. 

logoff’s g^ens, and the #remng prQtnenade aid amueements 

thiljre, ib>\ t 

H^h, trai^rted froto fhe Airdjlpelaj^ ttnil pWed in pcM gar- 

deTns, flj. 
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St. Pctersbuighy gbo^king detail of the punishment df the knouts 011 s ^imiqal ccmn^itod of an 
< * atrocidas murderi ii. ao. — See Knout* 

,, the 'author quits it a second time for Moscoi in October^ x 8o6» iu27* ^ 

' mf lan^holy reflections on the death of an amiable lady^ ii. 6s. 


the author retbrias tcuSt.Petersbutgb, March 1807 ; -^having obtained passpotts* 
he quits it to proceed to Stockholm^ December 1807. 

Sala, a Swedish cityj small, but neat, clean, 'and regular^ it.ifld. 

the dress oi^he peasants similar to the Welsh, ib. 

Sala, they have i^atriotie spirit, ii. 18^ « 

the Count de Schwerin, an excellent Swedish clergyman, his Countess aid famti}b"^ib. 

— - mine described, ii. 184* u 

Sacraments of the Greek church — See Greek Church. 

Samoiede rein-deer-— See Rein-deer. 

Saxo Grammaticus's story of Hamlet, i. 5. 

Schmidt, Gerard, the author's faithful servant m. his journey from {St.Peleritburgh fo Stock- 
holm, 11.78. ^ ' 

Seraphim, the order of, ceremonies at the anniversary of its establishm^t, ii.2a4* 

— instituted in the 14th century by King IJnlagnus, 

Sergal, the admirable Swedish statuary, his statue of Gustavus IIL, opeiskd, u;2o. * 

his exquisite works in the church ^f Adolphjos Frederici the ' altar-piece and monu- 
ment, 11.141. ^ 

critical remarks on the above statue, ii. 142# 

f author's interview with him, ii.aii. 


.is amiable character, but ill health, tb. 
his admirable works in his AUebar, U. 015* 
no country in Europe possefses an artist, who, like 


ib. 


* antique with the ease of nature, ii.2t4. 

Service of the Greek church— See Greek Church* 

Shipping in the Cattegat, i*4. 

Siberia, banishment to, i« 864. 11.23. 

{gating much exercised, but without elegance, at St. Petersbutgb, 1,15 
Sledges, Russian, thqir immense numbers and varieties, i.xop! 

■ — description of, ib. 

those of the nobilityjbritl^ their horses magnifkent, 

Sledges, Swedish^ ii* 124, t^i* 

Sledge-race described, 1 1 1 . 

^ not cttended with gamUlng, ib« 

— '■ - its picturesque view, ib. 

Slaves of Russia* conmmued race and iu bad eflects* i. 133. 217. 

4iey only study the arts and sciences, f.i33« 

— - their treatment, 1.145, 

VOL. XI. 


ijtes all the beauty of the 
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Slaves of Rus^iai 


vast numpers in every noble’s housc> t.2i8. 


contibsted with the yeomanry and merchants of England* 1*145# 


puch bet|er than formerly* i. nxp* 
are all slaves* i. aao. 


treated r 
the boors 
their indmstry and attachment* ib* 


rcmarkabjie anecdote of this* ib. 

- but they ^ire equa.(ly revengeful* ib. 

their fi^quent ipad treatment by farmers* and a remarkable ai^ecdote rejecting 

this* ib . I \ • 

Smith* Sir Sidnej^, his investiture with die Swedish order of the Sword* ii. 148. 

the picture of Cparles XIL presented to him in a manner most noble and honour-^ 
able* il,,. ^ I 

^ soldiers* ]J 3 ani 8 h)ltheir appearance and dress* i. 11. 

their tinu^^ of sen ice, i. 12. 

Soldiers* Russian — Sec Army of Russia. 

* Swedish Sec J irmy pf Sweden. 

Songs* Russian* \ ^.heir chiracter* i.i8. 

Sophia* Saints* ^ithedrahat Novgorod, i. 181. 

Sophia* Princess* ^hcr tozipb* r^ections on her character and fall* &c. 1.239. — Sec Mosco. 
Sound* passage o ^* 1.15.! 

Statue of Gustav ^as lll.*<u. 128* 142, — See Gustavus. 

Statue of Peter d^e Grea^ at St.Petersburgb* by Sergal* i. 20. 31# 

— " ' critical o .^b8crvati)n8 on this admirable work* 1.31. 

■■ the artist ^ was ^Ifalconet* a Frenchman* who took the head from a bust, formed by a 
young ^damsel Jof France, enamoured of the Tzar, i.32. 

■■ the authc ^jr cmpl lycd the same Bust in painting his portrait for the Admiralty* ii, 1 o. 

" ' his status .jc is no inferior to those fine ones which the French took from Venice, and 

placed ^.in the Place dc Carrousel* i.33. 

' the pedes ^.tal* i. 34. 

« intcrestin anccjdotc on its presentation* 1.3 5. 

simple bi noblp inscription on the pedestal* i.36, ^ 

Stockholm* appre ^ach to! it* ii. 1x7. 

— extortia an of me custom-house officers* or farcners-general* ib, 

the cit badly built, tiw streets naTrow*.and houses dirty* ii. 1 18* 

— — except ^ the palace, which is grand and simple* ib 

^ ■ its siti ^^ation ^ood* on seven islands* connected by twelve bridges* at the mouth of 

the lake f. „^aler, lip. 126.. . 

the hai t^bour 4ccp enough to receive the largest vessels* ib. 

the cii^^y founded in 1252* by Berger Jark* but the court not removed thither from 


Upsal tillj 
— • Royal 


r the lakt century* ib« 

Academy of Sciences*4nKticuted by Limmh ihixp^ 
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tnc same statccay 

> statue, iui2 
iKing, ib. 


Ice, a mcftKtit 


Stockholm, Royal Academy of Am, ii. up. 

- the inns Intolerable, but the lodgings good, ib. 

»*La Societe, and Burghers' Club, establishments for eating«. 

— the former a most elegant and rational assembly et theWer orders, o fatter 
of the bourgeois, or merchants, both well managed, ii. i2o«VI 

wretched theatre, ii. 121,122. W 

— sledge carriages very antique, and* the servants' liveriellthe same statecay 

ii. 12^|. Ii 

— . — noble character of the people, and their ardour for libertllaj:. 

view from the church of St. Catharine, novel, grand, and^wve, 

the King rarely resides hi this city, ii. 127. ■ 

anniversary of the birthday of the late King, and opening! statue, ii. 12 

— enthusiasm of the people on the occasion, and behaviour liKing, ib. 

ball given by the city to the Royal Family on the occasionip. 

■ , church of Adolphus Frederick at Stockholm, ii. 141. . I . 

it possesses little architectural beauty, excepting the aflee, smd a mcftietit 

both by Sergal, and both most exquisite, ib. 

— criticism on the statue of Gustavus III., ii. 142. 

-- -- the author leaves Stockholm, 11.150. 

- return after a journey, ii.212. 

a visit to Mr. Sergal the sculptor-«Sc^ Sergal. 

the palace of Stockholm, ii.217. 

— the gallery of ancient statues in this palace, chosen by Sl Rome, and Wough 

hither by Gustavus III., ii. 2 1 8. I 1 

■■■■— no good pictures, m. 222. 1 t 

anniversary of the establishment of the order of the SeraJdress of the mifferei 

orders, and ceremony on the occasion, u.224. I 

* creation of a new knight, 226. 1 

, the arsenal, ii* 229. I 

contains the martial remains of the ancient days, equestriaies in steel, ant \ mill* 

tary trophies, saddles, cloths, of Charles XII. and other curios .229. > I 

, ■ — anniversary of the first of May, held with much parade prry -making, .y jimong 

all ranks, 11.244. f M ' 

■ M„.. here, as at Mosco, was also a parade of carriages, in which bjesty joined, 

: Haga, a minor palace in the English taste, and its fine gmopen to the inll'babito 

ants on Sunday, promenade here for hours, ib. I 1 : \ 

— — — the alteration made by summer, on the appearance of tUry and the inhVlabit- 
ants, ii.246. n. ^ * 

-r- final departure from Stockholm, June 1808. 

Story of a French sailor, a most interesting oiie, ji.40.— See Adventv 
Strogonoff, Count, his charming gardens near Petersburg, 11,17. 


Rome, and l^rough 
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- / L\»'ming gardeos, a fatbiooable place. of 'etening rtSartt 
* * ^toj^aeed ia the gardens, ib. 

^ appearance — See Mosco> 

^xiw of the country in that season^ See journey from Moico to 

]h. 

{ tjsians— See Costume, 
in Russia, it. 15. 

Summer ^'denc* ?®P**®* ®** Kammenoiostroff, ii.17. 

Summer *• »»«• 

Supper«lJ^Ru^*P®‘^’T^*‘** 34 - . , 

Suwarrofl ‘ bi*^ epitaph, in the Monastery of St. Alexander Nefsky, i. 65. 


Swedes, { 


widow, 1.435* 

Vaijds their Kings, iiaiai. 

and honourable character, 11.124. 
y lit erty, ib. 

[letr ind Females beauty predooainates, ii.i35» 



T. 


jt*thed-^wel|, ii.136, 
kchert tia. [ 
ajF, i.i^i Upal, &e. 
iuus lit I 

^et'C Gp ! 

^itiJoseivs 
tte t was 

Tauridi yqdam8<'8°>^®®°^ mansion, conuining some of the finest specimens of antiquity, 
/the or i* 54’ 

/his < i« thaH» i’ 57- 

ptin th'*^®*^ perpetual summer, ib'. 

die tal, >• SO’ * 

integ any> *0 of him at Vpsal, and some particulars respecting him, {{.idy. 

simit ne »’ 



I 


>lm,'ach 0*’ 

jan o.® /Empress, ii. 33. 
tr ba^^ S’ HSee Homer’s tomb. 

,thc,l«on. ’ 

iatiot from Cronstadt to Petmbqrgh, uiy* . 
tb«lale^®® ttrktsess of the ‘cttstonhhottoe, 'ib. 


f,/a. 


-See Journey. 


ij, thdw® cataracts of, anUdst the most au^me «nd- iacmMing scenery, :ii. 25 1; 
Acgin Rus»ia,of a pwrince of:^ nainq, > / 
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Twer, having been bitfnt down in 1763, was rd>uUt on a heakhy and beautiful plan^ ond^ the 
munificent patronage of the Empress* i. i8a. 

Its commerce considerable} i. 143. 


Vibourgi a Finland fortified towtti ii. 79* ' 
its large filthy inns* ib. 

Village of Russia described; i*i77. 

Ac houses can be taken down at pleasure} and easily transported elsewhere} lb* 

a house market is held at MoscO; where villages may bt bought ready made* i. 176. 

Vladimir the Qreat} his savage ferocity when a pagan} his i^nverfion; and its blessed efiectSi 
i. 70* , . I , 

UnbdVn liinb-skinS} a valuable lining for pelisses — See Peliss^. 

University of Gustavus Adolphus at Upsal} iu 1 59, ~ See Up$aL 

Voskrerensky} a civil hoft} and comfortable house at this village* ib. * 

visited the celebrated Monastery of Ae Re8urTe:tion; or New Jerusalem} founded 
by Michon the patriarcl)}d. 287. 

^ |||^^■~ the learned and accomplished archomandritC} on abbott’s pofiteness* in shewing the 

whole himself} ib. 

— it contains above forty chapeb, and several oratorios* dedicated to the apostles* and 

other primitive saintS} as well as to the canonized of Russia} ib. 

— ' the villages* ^hillsj and country around* have assun^ed the names of Palesrine* tb. 

— the house of David* whence he saw Bathsheba biding* i. 288. 

. the obaracter of David* as a man after God’s own^heart* defended on account of his 
sincere contrition* ib. 

monks on this foundwion* i. 

the library* ib. 

■ '—I picturesque view from the fiill* i. 290. ^ 

particulars of the austere patriarch Nidion* i.29|. 

Upiiial} a very anctent city in Swedcfi* ii«i53* | 

- — i|6 fine cathedral, where the monarchs of Sweden are c^wned* ib. 

-I — it 18 the see of the primate of Sweden* tb. | 1 

— its former immense *church patrimony* the palace and Irctinue of^lbe archbishop more 

magnificent than the Kingb* and himself ill fact inote|powerfu} \ but confined 

within proper bounds* 11.154* , ' r 

introduction of the author tn the primate* and his c isy* afiable* and hospitable be-^ 
haviour* ib.* • 

the ITniversity of gustavus Ado^thut^ and its curiostii es* Including the Cbdet Airgen* 
tens* ''one cf Ae first impressions nf the I^Nei m nstcript of the Bd^f^and everyr^ 
early and curious edition /af the mOst scarce and rim owned work^ to ther jnambef of 

or ^ ' I 
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SOyOOO volumes. Also two large dwstSi iron bound, sealed and padlocked, deposited 

here by the will bf Guatarhs III., udth orders that should not be opened till fifty 

years after his death, 11.159.' ^ * 

inauguration of the Bishop Calmar, ib. 

sacerdotal habits of the Archbishop and Bishops, ii.ido. 

the cathedral described, ii.163. 

monument of Gustavos Vasa, ii.i(J3. 

shrink of $t.£tic, ii.id4. 

chasaeter, history, and brutal regal murder of this pious monarch, ib. 

. monument of Linnseos, ii.idtf. 

' vestiges of catholic wordiip, relicks, Sec. ib. 

' remains of a standard made of a shift of Queen Margaret dc Valdemar, ii.idff. 

’ cOojcctnrea leapecting thia royal stuft, ib. 

an idol of the God Thor, brought from an old Pagan temple near the city, ii. 167. 

• the above ancient temple nbw the parish church of Old Upsal, u.i68 
' daseripthm of it, ib. 

account of it by Gibbon, it.z(%ii. 

' remains of the Pagan deities, Odin, his wife. Frige and Thor, ii.170. 

• some accoiint of Odin and his voluntary death, ib. 

• die above temple alledged to have been erected by Odin, but it is certainly of Old Scan> 

dinavUn origiual. u.iya. 

. some further account of these deified personages, and of the principles of their 
teligion, ib. 

> those alone who fell in baftle, or died a voluntary death, were admitted to the hall of 
gods and goddeseea, an ^ysian aaloon of most agreeable heat ; while the hell was much 
eolder than ice, 

^ view of NeUr Ufoal on the Stockholm side, ii. 173. ' 

• the Castile, a modem castellated structure without means of defence, ib. 
the bottiih: garden and aciuiemy for botany and* natural history, ii.175. 

die avdiilteattie of the edifice had and grotesque, but the interior ia all in order, and the 
instkqtion well conduced, ib. 

• i|iecimeaa of medala, ihi^d. 

• a loit of ancieyit pietnrea relating the uory of Chrisdan ib. 


W, 


Wan haao^ Ptmt and Riisai« 11. 54. . ' 

fUttiia aadBweihNi, MiMsh aleik «i.ige. 

/l%atAl»blM|dleldaii4i«M'tnNlb Utthagidil^ &c. 










